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PREFACE. 



t^ The success of the first series of Sayings 

, AND ' Doings, having induced me to publish a 

Second, I avail myself of the opportunity thus 
afforded me, of saying a word or two upon the 
strange propensity in some persons to snatch at 
every cap exposed to public view, and clap it 
on their own heads as their exclusive property. 
Nothing can be more silly- than' for men to at- 
tract the attention of the world to their failings, 
by identifying themselves with every imaginary 
portrait of knave or fool, which may appear 
in black and white before the public ; but there 
is no remedy for such an epidemic. 

I have no doubt that in printing the follow- 
ing additional sheets, I shall furnish fresh ma- 
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terials for caps, and I have no desire to prevent 
any gentleman from fitting on as many of them 
as in hi9 discretion he may think proper. But 
in one instance, as to what is past, it is per-*' 
haps necessary to say a word or two, somewhat 
more seriously upon the subject. 

An individual, who^ a year or two since, was 
much spoken of in fasshionaUe society, has 
thought proper, not only to put a cap upon Ms 
head, but of my last S^es, which was never 
made for him, but to persevere in drawing 
public attention to the nicety of the j^; after 
having reodved the most unquestionable evi* 
dence that he never entered my mind while I 
was writing the story. 

I da not hare repeat the denial, for any pu]> 
pose whatever, but to die^l any doubt about 
the flineerity of my first assertion. That there 
maybe certain points or incidents, perhaps situ- 
ations, in* the life of Mr. B^bton Danvers, 
which correspond with the history of the 
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gentleman in question^ is not only possible 
but probable. This is cmly the consequence 
of drawing upon nature for material& (hie 
man differs so little from another in reasoning 
and conduct, under similar circumstances, that 
it is scarcely possible to exclude the individual 
from all resemblance to the getiUi described. 

That this is most true, it is dear ; for I am 
told, that I have been suspected by some, of 
inteaidii^ Bubton I>ANV£Bs.for a totally dif- 
ferent person; a man of rank and high birth^ 
whose friends good-naturedly appropriated the 
same cap to his use; but I believe he had too 
much good sense, either to put it on, or hand 
it round to his acquaintance, to dedde whe- 
ther it would suit him or not. 

At all events, I really do think, th^t the 
character of Mb. Bubton Dakvsbs^ faulty as 
he may be, would suffer as ipuch by a com- 
parison with many of those who affect to dis- 
like the resemblance,^ as they possibly could, by 
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being identified with Aim. Burton Danvers 
is no monster of virtue — ^indeed black swans^ 
though no longer rare in ornithology, are yet a 
desideratum in the human race ;• but whether it 
be with his virtues or his foible% that the gen- 
tleman in question has quarrelled, there is no 
reason why he may not sit down in peace 
amongst the crowd, each of whom mi^t with 
equal justice exclaim^ 

*t ■ that was levelled at me," 

I merely described one o{ those nouveaux riches 
(whose heads are turned, like those of aero- 
nauts by sudden exaltation,) characterized by 
some of the errors and extravagances perfectly 
natural to such a situation, and which inevitably 
lead the very best of them astray ; and I cannot 
but think that the moral, which is evident to 
every body capable of drawing an inference 
from facts, might be appropriated and adopted 
with infinitely more benefit by such persons, 
than any thing likely to be derived from the 
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vanity of supposing themselves .to be subjects 
either of public curiosity or critical animad- 
version. 

I leave the following stories to speak for them^ 
selves ; and, however careless I may be of the 
past, I am most anxious it should be clearly and 
distinctly understood, that although I sketch 
from nature, I am no portrait painter ;-^and 
that no resemblance is intended in the follow- 
ing Sketches to any living individuals. If I 
had the intention, I would take special care 
that the likenesses should be sufficiently striking 
to admit of no doubt. 

Since the world, however, is so matter-of-fact, 
I feel that I ought to say one word in explana- 
tion of a coincidence which occurs in one of the 
tales now published. I have used a name in it, 
which, I have just learned, is actually borne by 
a most respectable family, inhabiting the iden- 
tical village in which my imaginary characters 
are supposed to reside.— I think I need not dis- 



VIU PREFACE. 

claim any intendonal attadc in this case; but, 
lest I shcNild unwittingly give a moment^s un- 
easiness to individuals wholly unknown to me, 
I think it ^^ safest and best** to'explain the cir- 
cumstance here. 

London^ Jan, 19, 1825. 
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THE SUTHEHLANDS. 



Thx Sutherlands were people of some con- 
sequence in one of the midland counties — I am 
now speaking of three or four years since; 
and the family at Ringsworth House (where 
they resided at the time this narrative com- 
mences) consisted of old Mrs. Sutherland, her 
daughter Jane, and her sons George and James. 

Greorge had then recently succeeded to the 
valuable estates of his most respectable father, 
who quietly reposed in Ringsworth Church, 
beneath the very pew in which he had hebdomi- 
nally slumbered during many years of his ex- 
emplary life ; and James, who was originally in- 
tended for the law, but had latterly thought of 
taking orders, rended with his mother and sister 
at his brother's place. 

They were, I believe, a happy, although not 
contented family; that is to say, they were 

VOL. I. B 
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happy amongst themselves. The old lady was 
an excellent mother, Jane an exemplary daughter 
and affectionate sister, and George and James 
were both rigidly scrupulous in the fulfilment of 
every filial and fraternal duty ; but they were 
nevertheless dissatisfied in different degrees, and 
for different reasons, with the world. 

In the first place, Jane was plain; and per- 
haps, owing to that very circumstance, not the 
best-tempered person imaginable ; some said she 
had been crossed in love, and sure it is that in 
her manner she was cold even to freezing : but 
whether this frigidity was the result of past dis- 
appointment, or simply constitutional, I never 
became sufficiently intimate with her, during a 
twelve years acquaintance, precisely to ascer- 
tain. 

George, wha had inherited the very fine pro- 
perty of his father, was exactly the reverse of 
Jane in temperament ; he was the most suscep^ 
tible creature upon earth, overflowing with en- 
thusiasm about beauty, and all the witching 
attributes of women, in expressing his admiration 
of which, he was much too free and liberal to 
please his icy sister, who affected to despise per- 
sonal attractions, and descanted continuously 
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upon intellectual excellence and the beauties of 
the mind. 

Mrs. Sutherland, from her intimate know- 
ledge of her son^s character and constitution, 
frequently expressed her apprehensions that 
George would, upon some occasion, too suddenly 
surrender his heart in exchange for a fair hand, 
and only hoped and trusted that his extreme 
impetuosity might not involve him in any 
serious calamity; which apprehension on her 
part, tender and maternal as it was, was con- 
strued by her second son James into a dread of 
innovation, and a fear that his brother should 
introduce a young Mrs. Sutherland to super- 
cede the existing head of the establishment. 
This was Jameses opinion of his mother^s genu* 
ine anxiety for her volatile son ; but JTames was 
a calculating, narrow-minded person, prone to 
attribute the worst motives to the best actions. 
He was dissimilar in every point of character to 
George, who had neither guile nor concealment 
in his composition, and never feared or sus- 
pected either in any body else ; he was always 
gay, always happy, liberal to profusion, and 
generous to excess. 

James, whose small income, to be sure, justi- 

b2 
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fied his economy, was frugal even to parsimony ; 
and having been taught when a child by his 
nurse, that sixpence per day amounts to nine 
pounds and half-a^crown per annum, never 
allowed the calculation to escape his memory, 
but, on the contrary, appeared constantly en- 
deavouring to illustrate its exoell^ice by his 
conduct. 

While George was roaming and roving about 
the country, the envy and delight of all the 
blooming damsels in his vicinity, James had 
coolly and deliberately made a ^^ dead set"" at a 
^^ fortune ;" his pursuit could not even be called 
^^ fortune-Awittiig,^ it was regular slaughter-^ 
killing the game sitting, without dither glory or 
sport. Many were the times when honest, 
open4iearted Greorge, rallied his wary brother 
on the steady-going devotion which he paid 
to Miss Grace Lazenby, a young lady domesti- 
cated in their neighbourhood with an elderly 
gentlewoman of the name of Trainer, who pro- 
fessed to take two or three pupils upon the most 
liberal scale of accommodaUon, and the most 
extravagant terms. 

With this elderly gentlewoman Mr, James 
Sutherland happened to be a favourite, and 
at her house many of his evenings were passed 
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during those seasons when her other protegees 
were gone to their fiEunifies, and when Miss 
Laxenby, whose father was rich beyond calcu- 
laticHi, and a Member of Council at Calcutta, 
remained at ^^ Behnont Establidunent,^ seeing 
that she had no relations in England with 
whom to pass the holidays. 

James Sutherhnd, shortly after the arrival of 
Miss Grace in the neighbourhood, had pro- 
ceeded to London on the outside of a stage- 
ooadi, to collect information as to her father, 
and learned, to his hearths content, that the 
reports of the old gentleman'^s wealth were well- 
founded; that Grace was actually his only 
daughter, that her mother was dead, that he 
was very much attached to his child, and that, 
in short, if he did not die worth a couple of 
hundred thousand pounds, he was very much 
calumniated in regard to his dtrcumstances. 

My reader may perchance have seen a cat 
set a mouse — Sx her eye upon the poor little 
harmless thing—watch it — ^never look from it— 
but sit ready to pounce down and snap it up if 
it attempted only to wriggle its little tail. So 
sat James Sutherland, and watched Grace La^ 
zenby : — ^with the same care, the same assiduity, 
and with the same hope — did the young aspirant 
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to wealth and contentment, apply himself to the 
movements of his intended prize. 

It was upon his return from London that be 
commenced the systematic fidege: and though 
neither of the parties were talkative, and somcr 
times the whole evening would pass away withr 
out any conversation at all, still he read up, to 
make himself interesting in the eyes of his Dul- 
cinea by a knowledge of India and Indian cus- 
toms, until he was able to navigate the Ganges 
with her from Bally Nuggur to Chandpporah, 
and from Sickery Gully even up to Futtygur, 
as correctly as if he had been smoking. hia 
chilum in her illustrious father's budgerow. 

George, in the mean while, had announced his 
intention of visiting Leamington, and pressed 
James to accompany him thither ; but neither 
the attractions of the Spa, nor the. still greater 
inducement of being franked by his brother 
during his stay there, could allure the persever- 
ing lover from '^ Belmont EstabUshment,^ and 
the fair object of his prudent adoration. George, 
therefore, went alone, and some weeks had 
dbipsed after his departure, before he even pro- 
posed returning; and when the day had' been 
twice fixed, and the return twice delayed, hi& 
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mother began to feel a little apprehensive that 
her long-ehmshed feats with regard to his 
teknowledged susceptibility ^ere about to be 
realized : — ^a tXird time he was by his own ap- 
pointment expected at Ringsworth. Jane kept 
perpetually straining her dull grey eyes from 
the windows of the hbraiy towards a point in 
the distafice, where the undulations of the 
country afforded them a view of the high road : 
but aQ in vain. The fii^t dinner-bell was rung 
— no George; the second dinner-bell — ^noGreorge 
— half an hour's law— (unusual grace in' a* family 
so regular) — ^was allowed — alas ! all to no pur- 
pose, — still the wished-for member of the circle 
was absent. Evening came, and Jane covered 
up her moping Java sparrows with the accus- 
tomed green baize— and made her weak-eyed 
poodle's bed — ^and still no George. Jame$ re- 
turned from " Belmont Establishment,^ and 
kindly contributed his gloomy surmises and 
apprehensions to the general stock, and the 
family retired to rest, wondering what on earth 
could have happened to the roving ** Squire.'" 

The season of doubt, however, was brief. 
The following morning brought intelligence 
exactly such as his ismxious mother had always 
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anticipated. It was announced that he had en- 
gaged himself to be nuirried to Miss Emily Bus- 
bridge, a young lady, who, by his account of her, 
was the most beautiful, most fascinating, and 
most amiable creature in all the known world. 

^^ I knew it,^ said his aged parent, laying 
down his letter : ^' now^ Jane, what do you say ? 
did I not judge his disposition accurately?^ 

^^ The name," said Jane, ^Moes not sound 
aristocratic : however, I shall be perfectly satis- 
fied if she have but a mind and a heart." 

^^ And a fortune," said James. 

^^ Oh, I shall not care for that, if she be but 
co^npanionable," said Jane. 

*^ Companionable !" exclaimed her brother. 
*^ Of course, my dear child, she will not be a 
companion for us ; you will* find that we must 
retire and leave her and Greorge in possesion of 
Ringsworth." 

Jane expressed her doubt by a humming noise, 
which I cannot attempt to describe, but which 
was quite understood. 

'^ There can be none," continued James : ^^ it 
is true, / may hang on, as Imig as I continue 
single, *and it will be convenient, and perhaps 
better, that I should, for it will save the expense 
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of an establishment ; but depend upon it, George 
will not, and if he would, his lady will not, 
allow his mother and nster to reside in her 
house*'* 

^^ I dare say you are right," said his mother ; 
^' it is quite the way of the world, James; as the 
old proverb tells us: 

' My son is my son till he gets him a wife ; 
My daughter's my daughter all days of her life.' 

However, this world is but a transitory one ; we 
all have our turns, and I must make way for 
others, as others made way for me. I have 
always intended whenever this event should 
take {dace, as I clearly foresaw it would, to 
retire to Bath with Jane, and there we must 
make ourselves as happy as we can/' 

^^ I wonder what sort of ^rl she b,'' sighed 
Jane. 

^' I wonder if she has much money,*^ mur- 
mured James. 

^^ I hope she is amiable,'* said the motlier. 

^^ I trust she will be prudent,*^ said the son. 

^^ I think she must be intellectual," ejaculated 
his sister ; <^ Greorge would not marry any foody 
very silly .** 

b5 
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^* When is the ceremony to take place P^ en- 
quired James* 

** I suspect it is over ;" sad Mrs. Sutheriand, 
^^ he writes, as if he toere married, but yet 
surely he woidd at least have made us acquainted 
with his bride before he irrevocably constituted 
her one of his family."^ 

In such consultations as these much time 
was consumed, which might have been spared; 
for it turned out that Miss Busbridge actually 
became Mrs. Sutherland on the ninth day of 
George's acquaintance with her. 

He first, saw her at a ball, where she seemed 
the magnet of attraction. Lordlings and lan- 
cers, the gayest of the gay, were in her trains 
and hovering round her » flies congregate 
about sugar: he enquired her name; grew un- 
easy at the attentions which were paid to her 
by a tall gentleman in stockinet pantaloons;, 
worried himself into a fever about her ; got in- 
troduced by the master of the ceremonies; 
danced with her; made himself extremely 
agreeable; pushed the acquaintance in a 
waltz, as far as he decently could; £6und 
her all soul and sensibility, all gentl^ess and 
feeling ; continued the intoxicating whirl 
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until she grew ^ddy ; she complained of her 
head ; leaned heavily on his arm for support ; 
begged to be taken to her aunt; and when 
Creorge had acceded to her request, immediately 
introduced him to that portly and particularly 
well-dressed lady, Mrs. Malooney. 

From this moment he devoted himself to 
Emily-^his dear Emily — his bright-eyed Emily 
—his downy-dieeked Emily, goaded by the oc 
casional srbiiles she bestowed upon her various 
sighing cavaliers, and driven still harder by 
the information' she herself jgave him, that her 
aunt Malooney had expressed ah intention of 
fbrcing" her into a match with the tall gentlemah 
from Cork, in the stockinet pantaloons, who was 
the isaid Mrs. Malooney's nephew. This little 
history, added to the inteUigence that she would 
rather di6' "than marry the said tall gentle- 
man, forced our impetuofis hero into that most 
decisive measure which he had announced 16 
his family, as we have already seen,' somewhat 
suddenly. 

The girl, who seemed all candour, evinced, 
by her unreserved manner ta George,^ ah un- 
questionable degree of pleasure and satisfaction 
in his society ; and such was the amiable in- 
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genuousness of the sweet young creature, that 
three days after their first meeting, she actually 
burst into a flood of tears at hearing of his 
wealth and property, fearing^ as she said, that 
they would be insuperable bars to their fiurther 
acquaintance. 

Oh ! those tears, those plaguy tears — what 
mischief they do! His heart palpitated at 
the s^ht of them. .He felt half wild with the 
idea that so much beauty, so mudi unsophis- 
tication should at once have becmne thus deeply 
interested for him ; and when she tumed.from 
his scrutinizing glance, and, raising her be- 
witching countenance and melting eyes towards 
heaven, murmured — ^^ What would I give that 
we had never met V* it was all over — ^the thing 
was settled. 

Here was a lovely creature, with cheeks 
like midden4>lush roses, downy as peaches, 
eyes hke diamonds, and teeth like pearls, by 
turns all softness and animation, with features 
full of the sweetest expression, a figure all 
symmetry, and a mind all sensibility. Here, 
too, was George, who, like Caesar, had OHne, 
had seen, and evidently had conquered ; and it 
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ym dear, not only to himself, but to Mrs. Ma- 
looney and the tall gentknian in the stockinet 
pantfiloons, that it was '' une affairejinie.** 

Cre(»rge, in the ardour of his enthusiasm, 
ofemeA his whole heart to Mrs. Malobney, who 
received his overtures with great complacency, 
eulogized Emily, as the most angelic person upon 
earth, ^^ qu^e a treasure f ' expatiated upon the 
sacrifice she shoidd make in relinquishing her 
dear companion; she had known her from a 
child ; never was such a dispoedtion, such a heart, 
&c. &c. — ^in diort, so devoted was she to the 
dear creature, that she could not endure the 
society of any other female ; whidi George in- 
dined to think extremely probable, for, ex- 
cept in public rooms, he never saw any ladies 
with his dear Emily and her amiable ^haperone. 
However, Mrs. Malocmey described her as per- 
fect. She was poor, she admitted, — but what of 
that ? George had plenty of money, and, mad- 
dened by the intelligence that she was actually 
beset by admirers, and persecuted with pro- 
poslils, he conduded the, treaty by an offer of 
his hand and heart; and, much to his gratifica- 
tion and delight. Miss Emily Busbridge sur- 
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rendered hersdf and all her attractioas to her 
devoted adorer at one of the churches of War- 
wick, as I have before mentioned, on the ninth 
morning of their acquaintance. 

Mrs. Maloonej) and her tali friend in the 
stockinet pantaloons, however, left Leamington 
before the ceremony, which would perhaps 
have storprised Greorge had not the old lady 
explained to him that she thought it not at 
all impossible, if she delayed her departure, 
that her tall friend in the stockinets nnght 
offer something like a remonstramce against the 
match : having done so, George was quite 
charmed with the old gentlewoman^ care and 
consideration of hb dearest interests, and felt 
that sheeidiitnted altogether so much kindness 
in her conduct towards him, that she entirely 
won his heart, and having previously to her de- 
parture presented her with a magmficent set of 
amethysts^ for which she had chanced to express 
great adnuration, the ardent youth conveyed 
his lovely blushing prize to a sweet aiid Care- 
fully selected seclusion, where he dfevoted him- 
self to her bewitfehing society, and all the joy- 
ous world-defying pleasures of the honey-ifioon. 

Greorge, it must be understood, warm and 
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enthusiastic as he was, was clever and intelli* 
gent ; and if his judgment were blinded by the 
dazzling splendor of Miss Emily^s charms^ 
yet, as he became by degrees more and more 
accustomed to tlieir radiance, so did his ^^ mind's 
eye'* gradually perceive things more clearly; 
and on the third day of his domesticaiaon at 
Eglantine Cottage, (for so was the. ready-fur- 
nished harbour of love and happiness d^K>mi- 
nated by the landlord, a respectable tallow- 
chandler) he .began to fear that his bride's 
manners, were, perhaps, a httle less fine, and 
a httle more abrupt, than they had at first 
appeared to be: she contradicted him most 
decidedly, and most unceremoniously; and 
even went so far as openly to declare that she 
found thar ^^ bower of bliss" '^uncommon 
stupid,^ and to propose a speedy return totlie 
gaieties of more general society. 

George, who was a devoted son, immediately 
seized upon this expression of her desire to 
change the scene, as a favpiurahde drcumstance 
whereon to found a proposal for taking her 
home to Ringsworth ; a measure which she, 
by the way, did not appear in the smallest 
degree to approve. She had all along evinced 
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the greatest disinclination from b^ng intro* 
duoed to her husband's mother and aster, 
which he, kind soul, naturally attributed to 
diffidence, to the dehcacy of her situaticm under 
the circumstances, and that sensitive modesty, 
which, in spite of the ridicule and ribaldry of 
teamed ladies, makes beauty doubly winning, 
and talent twice bewitching. 

George, however, pressed his wishes upon 
this particular point so earnestly and strenu- 
ously, thJEit she found any farther resistance 
would be unavailing; and accordingly it was 
arranged, that at the end of the following week 
he should present the blushing bride to his 
expectant family. 

After Creorge and his beloved had been 
married some eight or nine days, the husband 
expressed his surprise that his beloved Emily 
had not written to the kind good-hearted Mrs. 
Maloonef , since her departure £rom Leam- 
ington. 

^^ La !" said Emily, ^^ as if I had not— why I 
have written to her twice auice she has been 
away.'* 

" I never saw your letters, my love — " said 
George. 
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'' No, I should not think you did,^ repfied 
the biride— ^^ I always keep my letters to my- 
self. Tracy, my maid, always puts them into 
the post for me. You don^t think I am such 
a fool as to trust strangers—" 

^^ I am no stranger, dearest,^ soothingly mur- 
mured her devoted George. 
^^ No, you are no stranger. '* 
^^ And moreover I do happen to be your 
husband, into the i)argain," added he, half 
pettishly, and feeling, if the truth must be 
spoken, somewhat grieved at seeing that his 
adored partner preferred Tracy as a confidante 
to himself. — " I know, however, that you have 
not heard from your Aunt.*^ 

" Oh ! but I have,*' said Emily, " twice/* 
'* You never mentioned it to me." 
" I cUd not know you wanted to know.**' 
" But I have seen no letter for you.'* 
" No, to be sure, Tracy always gets my 
letters ; because, as I said before, I don't want 
everybody to know my business." 

^' Umph,'* said Greorge ; and he rose from 
his chair, and walked to a window, not quite 
so well satisfied with the point of this little 
dialogue. 
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*^ My father is ooming over to England al- 
most directly,^ said Emily carelessly. 

This was, indeed, the tenderest of tender 
ground. Greorge had only heard the name of 
that respected personage mentioned once be- 
fore; he knew that he held some important 
situation in a foreign country, but, as Mn. 
Malooney had hinted that the lorely girl was 
not on the best terms with her parent, he had 
studiously avcnded in his leisure to make such 
enquiries upon this very important point, as 
he had overlooked in his haste. 

*^ Is he?" said George. 

^^ Yes ; Mrs. Malooney tells me he has 
^ven up his office abroad,'' said Emily. 

" What— might — that — ^have— been ?" en- 
quired George, with a trepidation fn*oportionate 
to the importance of the question. 

" He was appointed Surveyor General of 
Poyais," said Emily. 

^^ Ah I I believe that has been rather an 
unfortunate speculation,^ said George. 

" I believe so too," answered his lady, " but 
you see, there 's a lot of us in family, and he 
embarked in the expedition with great promises 
from Edinburgh; and one reason why my 
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father and I qtiarrelted, waa his not taking me 
with him, for he said I ahould do better at 
home. However, as it has turpied out, it ^s all 
for the best." 

This mode of referring to the extent of her 
family, the language adopted in that reference, 
the equivocal state of her father^s circumstances, 
and, above all, the exti^aordinary way in which 
she alluded to her marriage with her devoted 
lover, were any thing but satisfactory to George; 
indeed, such was his feeling at the moment, that 
he dreaded to seek any farther, and purposely 
changed the conversation, in order thitt he might 
remain in that blissful ignorance, the enlighten* 
ment of which, he, with the Poet, seemed to 
think would have been folly. It must be ad- 
mitted that the. appearance of things was not 
quite unsullied; however, the matter was set- 
tled, the bargain concluded, and the wisest 
thing he could now do, was to make the best of 
it. Even supposing her father had b^n indis- 
creet — " nemo mortalium,'^ &c. — even suppose 
ing him to be poor, Greorge had sufficient to 
ensure his happiness, and that of his adored 
£mily, and what more was wanting? and in 
this manner he went on soothing and satisfying 
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himself that he had most wisely consulted his 
oomfcH^, and acted most prudently in connecting 
himself with the numerous and respectable fa- 
mily of the Busbridges. 

George having duly announced his intention 
ol presenting himself before his respected and 
respectable parent on the Thursday following, 
made all the proper and necessary preparation 
for removing his blooming treasure. His own 
man and Mrs. Tracy (who was a smart, arch- 
looking, bright-eyed Irish girl, pert ^ humorous, 
and mightily familiar) being in due form packed 
and installed in and about his travelling car- 
riage, the bridal party moved homewards; 
Dixon the servant, and Tracy the saubrettey 
imitating, as I believe, in the minutest particu- 
lars, the conduct of their master and mistress 
upon this memorable expedition. 

The interesting moment at length arrived; 
the equipage of George Sutherland, Esq. was 
seen froqi the front windows of Ringsworth ra- 
pidly traversing the sweep from the ancient 
gates of his paternal domain. James Suther- 
land proceeded to the hall-^oor, and, summoning 
all the disposable domestics to welcome their 
master and mistress, stood uncovered on the 



steps to receive the happy couple, Jane ran to 
a looking-glass and adjusted her fiill, twisted 
her limp nnglets round her long pale fingers 
into apolo^es for curls, bit her white lips to 
give them a '* little red," and smoothing her 
scant eyebrows, prepared te dress her counte- 
nance in smiles. Her mother laid down the 
book she had been reading, and, depositing her 
spectacles thereon, rose from her seat, and 
dusted away, as it were, from the folds of her 
ample black silk gown, sundry furrows of snuff, 
which had gradually accumulated in her lap in 
the course of a long morning's sederunt. 

She advanced a few steps from the place 
where she had been sitting, and received tvovQ 
the hand of her son James into her embrace the 
wife of her son George; who haying, in the 
first place, saluted the cold lips of bis cowslip- 
coloured sister, succeeded to the arms of his 
mother, while £mily received the accoi0de from 
Jane. 

^^ My dear daughter«inJaw,^' said Mrs. Su^ 
therland, who was really prepossessed in her fa* 
vour by her appearance, ^^ you are welcome to 
Ringsworth ; long may you enjoy the blesnngs of 
this world under its roof, and may your life and 
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that of your dear George, be ag happy and as sa- 
tisfactory to yourselves and your family, as mine 
has been heretofore in the same spot with him, 
now gone to a better place !" 

" Thank you, ma'am,'' said the blushing 
Emily, " I dare say we shall do uncommon 
weU;' 

James screwed up his mouth and looked at 
Jane, whose mouth was screwed up already. 

" We are determined to look at the bright 
side of every thing,'* said George, who saw in a 
moment, however amicable his mother's manner 
or intentions might be, that the younger branches 
of the family had made up their minds to a 
totally different line of conduct.* 

" Jane, my love," said the matron, " do the 
honours; shew your sister-in-law her room. And 
do you, James, ring for Evans, who will give 
Mrs. George Sutherland's maid the carte du pay. 

" The what, ma'am ?" said Emily, whose pa^ 
rents thought with Milton, that one tongue was 
enough for a woman, and had taught her no 
more. 

** She will shew your maid your dressing, 
room, my love," said Mrs. Sutherland. 

" Oh I I beg your pardon, ma'am," answered 
Mrs. George. 
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'^ This way then, my dear flnster," cried Jane 
to the new oomer, and taking her sororialfy by 
the hand, she led her forth from the oak par- 
lour to the principal bedchamber, Mrs. Suther- 
land having, with the foreraght of a prudential 
lady, removed from her own apartment to ano- 
ther, as a minister who sees the certainty of 
approaching dismissal, takes the most favourable 
opportunity of resigning. 

'^ Well, James,^ said George, *^ and how do 
you make it out ?" 

'^ Much as usual, George,'' said James, *^ to 
be sure I have not gone quite so far as you, 
but^ 

" Ay, by the way, how is the httle Grace ?" 

^^. As calm, and as cold, and as quiet as ever,^' 
said James. 

*' Not married yet ?'* asked George. 

^^ I suspect the flame is hardly strong enough^ 
Greorge," said Mrs. Sutherland. 

^^ You have beaten me in your pretensions to 
beauty, George,'' said James. 

" You think Emily pretty ?" 

" / think her remarkably pretty," said Mrs. 
Sutherland. 

. ^^ Rather too animated for me, you know," 
observed James. 
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Young and wild/' answered George, '^ but 
the best-tempered creature upon earth.*^ 

" Grace/' whispered James, " expects her fa- 
ther home from India ahnost immediately, and 
then^ my boy ]" 

"Well?" 

^^ He has two hundred thousand pounds in 
the funds, and no child but my Grace. '* 

"ify Grace!'' said George — " Oh, oh ! it has 
got that length, has it P*^ 

" I believe," said Mrs. Sutherland, ^^ that 
Grace Lazenby is as much attached to James 
as she can be to any thing. I certainly never 
saw a creature of my own sex so provokingly, so 
idly cold ; she moves so mechanically^ acts so 
systematically, and affects a tone of philosophy 
far beyond her age.^ 

*^ Ah ! my dear mother,*' said Greorge, in re- 
ference to a past affair, and in vindication of the 
levity of his bride, from which he anticipated 
many severe shocks to the family nerves, " the 
silent and grave, the prim and the prudish, are, 
in truth, not one whit better than the free- 
hearted laughers. I always suspect, where I see 
unnatural pretensions ; I always doubt, when I 
hear uncalled-for profes^ons; and I dare say 
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there is but little real difference, if we could 
read hearts, between my joyous rosy-cheeked 
Emily^ and James's little pale, j^egmatic, pla- 
tonic, prudish Miss Grace Lazenby.'* 

" No satire, George,'' cried his brother; 
" we have always differed in our notions of 
beauty and attraction. I cannot endure your 
dashers, — ^they are my horror; ^ve me the re- 
tiring modesty, the winning downcast diffidence, 
the charms that must be sought. My heart is 
not to be taken by storm — ^but a truce, here 
are the sisters.'' 

And hand-in-hand entered forthwith Mrs. 
George Sutherland and Jane. She had not 
made much progress, however, with her new 
acquaintance ; for Emily, by an untoward want 
of consideration, had commenced her intercourse 
with her sister-in-law by an animated and highly 
Wrought attack upon old maids and virgins 
crossed in love, meaning thereby to show the 
vivaciousness of her conversational talent ; but, 
unfortunately, striking at every word a dagger 
into the still-aching heart of poor Jane. 

Upon their return to the oak parlour, Emily's 
answers to her mother-in-law^s questions were 
sharp and quick, and now and then had in thdr 

VOL. I. c 
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character sonmtbiiig parhaps imdefiiiable, bai 
wfaidi brought the eyes of Jane and Jaaaes f»* 
petually in contact. Nor wat this telegraphing 
wholly unnoticed by Greovge, who Mt lather 

m 

uneasy at the volubility jo! 1u9 cnreless wife^ 
which, accuBftcmied as Jie had always been to 
address his modier in a tone of definwnce and 
respect, kept hit blood mounting ^continuolisly 
into luB chedu, and his heact CQ]|Slantfy palpi* 
tating during the ivat of the confsersation ; but 
my reader may judge what his sensations wece, 
when, after looking for some moments at tkt: 
portrait of a gentlenifm, which hung over the 
chimney-pioee, the lively bride enquived ^ who 
that horrid old fright was ?"* 

Jane burst ixito tears and retired — Geqrge 
caught his bride fay the arm and drew her to a 
window — James tendered his sujqMMt to his 
agitated mother, and led her out of the apart* 
ment, the old lady having previously blown her 
nose twice sonorously, after the fashion of His 
Majesty'^s ships, which, upon certain occaricms, 
fire signal-guns previously to sailing. 

Why, they are all gone, George," said Emily. 
Yes, my angel," answered Greorge kindly, 
yH sorrowfully; yam have driven them away; 
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you should not have spoken so aKruptl}' about 
ttmt picture, it is the likeness of loy^poor fa- 
ther!'' 

^ Lord bless us !** cried Emily, " and that \ 
it, w it ? What ! do they keep crying all this 
time about him? Well, but,** continued she, 
returning to the portrait ; ^^ he is an old quiz, 
you must allow thatj George.^ 

^George said nothing, in hqpes that silence 
would best mark his disapprobation of the mode 
in which his adored wife treated the topic ; but 
he felt, and felt deeply too, that a few events 
similar to that which had just <xx;urred, would 
inevitably drive his ven^able venerated parent 
and her sensitive daughter from Ringsworth 
for ever. Indeed, after the family had separ- 
ated, in ordear to dress for dinner, the original 
mdnbers of it, met in close divan, to know how 
they should comport themselves towards their 
new connexion; the result of which congress was 
an unanimous declaration of their forgiveness of 
a piece of thoughtless levity on the part of the 
giddy girl ; and every allowance bding pleaded 
for her single-heartedness and ingenuousness, it 
was determined that no allusion whatever should 
again be made to the disagreeaUe subject ; and 

c2 
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as after dinner they should be assembled in the 
blue drawing-room, where the fatal object was 
not, a peaceful evening was anticipated by all 
parties. 

Dinner put down, and Mrs. George seated 
at table between her mother-in-law and brother- 
in-law, looking extremely pretty, but making 
somewhat more of a display of her person than 
Miss Sutherland, (who was muffled and ruffled 
up to the chin, and had no display to make) 
accounted necessary, imagine what the feelings 
of that young lady and her brother Jam<3s were, 
when they beheld their new relation abso- 
lutely eating fish with her knife f Their hor- 
ror, however, was complete, when, in addition 
to two or three glasses of Champagne, they 
literally saw her discuss two Brobdignagian 
tumblers of home-brewed October ale, which 
tumblers she left perfectly prepared for the 
trial " supernaculum.^' 

Jane absolutely stared at her, while James 
slily and silently made his comments. Jane 
looked at the impropriety and unsentimentality 
of her behaviour; James calculated upon its 
extravagance : and George, who did not know 
how to give her a hint, as to restraining her 
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appetites, felt more awkward than he had ex- 
pected to feel, on , the occasion of his wife's 
debut at Ringsworth. 

. Biit, reader, if you had only seen the counte- 
nance of Carr the butler, when his new mistress, 
after.drmking more Champagne than he had ever 
seen his old mistress consume during the whole 
course of her exemplary life, dashed away the 
flowing ringlets from her snowy forehead, axid 
called for " Some more ale ^ you would have 
died with laughing. 

"Ale! madam, — A— l—e?'' said Carr, slowly 
and enquiringly ; and shrug^g up his shoulders 
in utter dismay, he retired to the sideboard, 
and transmitted the foaming goblet to the giddy 
girl 'by the hands of a livery servant, as if 
dreading to administer the copious draught 
himself. 

When the ladies retired, the brothers were 
left to a tite-cUitey and to speak truth, neither 
of them well knew how to commence a conver- 
sation, which evidently must turn upon the sub- 
ject of George's marriage. 

James arranged his glass, and affected not to 
know whether the claret was "with him" or his 
brother. However, at length, and after a pro- 
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trmated and Kmewfaiit fidgetj nlMice^ George 
broke the ioe by enquhing if James weie gobag 
to see his beloved Grace that evening* 

'< Yes,"" said Jamee; ^^ her tender fitde litart 
would be pained if I faikd tO'CaB.^ 

^^ Ftkj now, JaneS)^ said hie brodbeiv ^tnke 
candid, faecanae I am sure yoQ donh; osre three 
straws.ahout the eiii-*<-hanre yoit positively aeeer^ 

^^Mj dear Greorge/' rcpfied James, '^yoa 
little know me, if you suppose-diat X enep expect*- 
ed wealth to compensate for the absaace of good 
feelings and estimable qualities; and befinpe I 
anaw^ your question about Grace^s property, let 
me make you perfectly understand, that if she 
had not one single billing upon the face of the 
eai^tb) I should feel precisriy the same inteiest, 
and precisely the same affection for her, wfaidi 
I honestly confesa I feel at this moment.^ 

^^ James,'' cried George, ^^ we hare known 
eaoh'Other for a certain number of years, and I 
know such a Kttie dowdy as Giaee Lazcnby> 
would have no more chance with you * 

^^ Ik>wdy ! — keep terms, keep t^ms. Master 
George:'^ said James, ^^sbe is no maypole, I 
grantyou, but what then?«*-doii't you know the 



cshdbfiahed prin^Ie^ upon wkkh^ men are snid 
to adttue tiatj wMch diey loek up to, and love 
that which they kiok dowibf upoo.^' 

*^ Very prettily argued indeed^ my ii^pemoiis 
brother; but a bad excuse neverthdieBB: beddes, 
liie poor creature is not strai^it I'* 

'^€tra^t 1 what then?'' cried James; '* £d 
you nereat hear of the line of beauty — is that 
atraight? morecyver I have actually the authority 
of one of the first surgeons in London, to prove 
dial not erne woman in ten iu'dos happy country 
of ours, is p^ec^ly straight Besides which, you 
talk of nothing but her person, while I am con- 
;$idering her intellect, her heart, her raind.'^ 

'^ That is yoilr sister Jane's cant !^ said George. 
^* Mind, intellect, heart,^— what has mind to do 
with it F the only accomplishments I ever saw 
m Grace Lazenby, were i^ieaking some half score 
unintelligible Hindostanee words, cracking her 
jeints, and doubling her fingers over the back 
of her hand.^' 

*' Come come, I called you to order beifare 
dinner,'' said James, ''for being severe upon 
Grace.*' 

^ Inaptly named, you will admitf at all events,'' 
lOlefKiqited GecHge. 
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'* Well, but George,'* said James, '* I really 
am anxious, however open to criticism Graee 
may be, that above all men you should see her 
with favourable eyes." 

'* So I would, my dear James,'' said Greorge^ 
'^ if you would but confess openly and candidly 
that you are inclined to swallow the pill for 
the. sake of the gilding. . I honestly tell you I 
believe there is no earthly harm in. the girl's 
whole composition, and I am quite sure she 
will make a mighty proper milk and water 
partner for life; but I cannot allow you to 
fancy that you succeed in imposing upon me 
by praising her qualities, and telling me what 
she t«, when I know, my dear fellow, that your 
real attachment is to what she has.'' 

** I admit readily," said James, " I do not 
like her the less for having a couple of hundred 
thousand pounds !" 

" What ! — ^you were joking, when you said be-, 
fore dinner that she had two hundred thousand 
pounds !" 

^' By Jove, she has though," exclaimed the 
animated lover. 

** Then," replied George, ." my dear brother, 
make yourself easy : I have done, not one sylla- 
ble more will I say in her dispraise. I am pre- 
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paired to proclaim that she is all beauty and sym- 
metry; roses bloom on her cheeks, diamonds 
sparkle in her eyes^ and honey dew hangs on 
her lip! Your prudence will luckily outweigh 
my improvidence^ and I shall teach my children 
to look with hope and veneration to their rich 
uncle and most amiable aunt But are you 
quite sure ?— rpositive ?" 

. '* I discovered from Mr. Lazenby's agent by 
a side-winded inquiry, that he is literally worth 
more than two hundred thousand pounds ; and 
moreover and above all, that he has but this one 
only daughter.'*' 

" You seem to have made yourself master of 
the subject,'* said George. 

'^ As well as I was able. Of course, I could 
not go point blank to the man's agent and ask 
about his daughter's prospects and property as I 
should about the age and qualities of a horse that 
I proposed to purchase; but I have sounded 
carefully, and: happen to know that I am 
correct in my information. I even astonished 
Mrs. Trainer herself; for Grace was put under 
her care by a lady who is since dead, and the 
only communications she has with Grace's family, 
are half-yearly remittances from the very agent 
I speak of. Grace's father writes tenderly and 

(6 
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pctiedicslly^.aad the first oeanfekm of a regitfav 
kitciHsontBe between them^ fan occurred at the 
present moment, when he is on his yoysge 
homeward, and is daily tnqieeted in England." 

^* Welly James, I wish yon joy with.all my 
heart,^ said Geoeg^ ; ^^ you certainly have beaten 
me in this pursuit, as you have in every odier 
where bead and consideration are requited; 
Bmily^ you kncpw.^ has not a angle shiUiBg- in 
the world, but an ample fortune in good spirits 
and good, temper. She ii pretty;, dcm^ ymi 
think so ?'' 

^^ Undoubtedly ; I should say mctte dum 
pretty; but I must own, she appears to me a 
little too wild, a little too abrupt, — somewhat 
unaccustomed to scxdety, I should think." 

^^ Yes, quite unsojdiisticated,'^ said George^ 
*^ but ii^^uous,'-»open as the day.^ 

** Is it a large family ?" enquired his blether. 

^^ Why, upon my life, James, to tell yon the 
truth," said George, ^ L belttve I know- rather 
less about that fact than I ought to know. It 
was but:aii eight days^ acquaiatanee, as you ave 
awai% after all; and I honestly confess I es« 
peoted'to recede >a very different letter from m^ 
iavs, good mother on the- oocasien, from that 
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vifich die s^t me. I am sore I never 
be iirfic^eiitljgratdfiil tdher for faer kindness; 
waAthat it wids, which annoyed me so deucedly 
befiire dbooier about vty poor dtxt father's 
pidtiire.'^ 

^^ Ah r said James, ^^ that iv«s but a trifle ; 
these have been some other contrt'temps bendffs 
thaty I bdieve. Vocx Jane has been smartingf 
under soime little severe things which your lady 
has been firing at her, and which, uninten- 
tionally^ have cut her to thie very heart" 

^^ Dear, dear James, what can I do to pre- 
vmlt this sort of warfare? — so soon commenced 
tooi" 

What might have been the pacificatory piaii 
of the anxious husband, I know not ; for at this 
very critical moment Mr. Jtenes^s servant an- 
nounced that his pony was at the door in readi- 
ness to bear its master to '^ Belmont Establish- 
m^t,^ to love, weak tea, and Miss 6ra<?e' 
Lazenby. 

It was evident, however, that George knew 
a» little as mi^t be of the family with which he 
had so hastiiy connected himself; and a very 
short 'time convinced him that ^e residence of 
his modier and sister under the same rpof with 
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his wife was an impossibility. Not only did 
Emily counteract and thwart every proposal or 
plan which the old lady originated, but even 
condescended to practical jokes upon Janets 
poodles and Java sparrows; and it reached the 
ears of this wiUow-wearing fair one, that Emily^s 
maid Tracy had told Evans in confidence, 
that she and her mistress were determined never 
to rest till they had got the old ones out. 

Jane, all sensitive as she was, received this 
intelligence with less surprise than distress. 
She was by far too unworldly to think of main- 
taining a contest at such unequal odds with her 
fair sister-in-law, and thought it the wisest way 
to communicate to her mother the information 
which had thus cnrcuitously readied her. Her 
mother saw the matter in precisely the same hght 
as her daughter, and became impatiently anxi- 
ous to quit Ringsworth before such provocation 
had been offered as mi^t, perhaps, provoke the 
guerre ouvertey and necessarily terminate all com- 
munication between her son^s family and herself. 

Her uneasiness for George, however, did not 
at all diminish, when she found Emily daily and 
gradually changing the character and situation 
of Tracy from that of servant to companion. 
Whenever they were surprised together, they 
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we^e either seated in close commumcation, or 
ekie in such familiar intercourse^ as to leave no 
doubt that the difference in theit relative situa- 
tions in life was not so great as that whidb it 
ought to have been. 

Mrs. George had, long before the projected 
departure of the old lady, assumed the head of 
the table ; and the familiarity with which she 
treated her brother-in-law, whom she invariably, 
and much to his annoyance, called Jem, ' so 
sickened Jane, that she ordinarily affected ill*- 
ness, and dined in her own room. James saw 
aU th^se things in progress, but George did 
not ; he only discovered in his wife'^s conduct 
the natural assertion of her rights, and, although 
there was certainly an over-familiarity between 
Tracy and herself, he considered that Tracy 
was her own maid, and justly estimating the 
influence of such persons over their mistresses, 
saw nothing peculiar or improper in their fa- 
miliar association. 

One fine morning, however, two important 
events were announced in the family circle: 
one, the return of Mr. Lazenby from India ; 
the other, the proposed arrival of Mrs. George 
Sutherland's two sisters on a virit to Rings- 
worth. 
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The former piece of intelligenoe decided the 
Kiiotioiis of James; the hitter {Hromised t6 expe" 
difte those of Mrs. Sutherbmd and her daugbter^ 
who were determined, at all risk of inoomre- 
nience, to avoid the task of encountering two 
more members of a family, a connexion with 
windi had afaready disturbed the quiet €fl iheaat 
once peaceful home, and disunited the fond^ 
parent from the most dutiful of sons. 

It was painful to see the gradual decline of 
that once unmixed respect and attention which 
George at other times had been accustomed to 
bestow upon his mother ; it was cutting to the 
wounded heart of poor Jane to hear the re- 
marks not only of Emily, but of her farourite 
minister Tracy, upon ^^ plain young women,*^ 
and ^' illHempered-looking disappointed ladies,*' 
which, together with sundry coarse allufflons to 
'^ mutton dressed lamb fashion,^ and the ^^ un^ 
fortunate Miss Bailey, who hanged harself fen* 
love,^ were dealt out in her bearing by the 
amiable pair; who, if they did not yenti!u^ 
to talk to Miss Sutherland in such a strain, 
found frequent oppcntunities of talking at her, 
of which, it must be owned, they never failed to 
avail themselves. 
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In the' midst of their preparations for the 
removal of the mother and dai^hter to Bath^ 
JameSj whose ftflfection fbr his parent and sister, 
combined with bis dishke of extravagance and 
detestation of levity, actually made him bate 
his new connexion, received a smnmons £rom 
Mrs. Trains, superscribed " Private," and re- 
questing an immediate interview. He instandy 
connected this challenge in his mind with the 
arrival of Grace^s father ; nor was he wrong. It 
was (HI this very important and dehcate subject 
that Mrs. Trainer wished to speak to him alone 
and cov^identMljf. 

James proceeded to the "Establishment," 
where he found the matron sola^ and evidently 
prepared for a solemn discussion of the weighty 
affidr: his eyes wandered round the room for 
Grace, but Grace was not to be se«i. 

"I have sent fbr you, my dear Mr; Suther- 
land," said Mrs. Trainer, " because I know 
young hearts are sanguine, and young heads 
inconsiderate; and if you had heard what I 
have done, from any body except myself, you 
would perhaps have blamed me for want of 
caadonr, or censured me fcnr want of feeling. 
— Miss Lasenby has left me.^' 
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'^ Indeed P said James, and his oountenahce 
alto^ ; ^^ whither is she gone ?^ 

^^ To her father,^ said the sage matron^ 

" Without one word at parting ?" 

" I thought it best, — I had my reasons.** 

^^ But I shall see her again." 

" Often, I hope,'' said Mrs. Trainer : " she 
is a good and amiable girl, and with her ex- 
pectaticNis, her modesty and humility are quite 
exemplary." 

'^ When does she retiun ?^ asked James. 

^^ Perhaps not at all; but I have not been 
unmindful of yoti, Mr. Sutherland; I saw and 
knew how both of ye were inclined, and I 
think, I may safely say I have done my duty.** 

" Pray explain,'' said James. 

^^The sister of the lady who placed Miss 
Lazenby with me,** continued Mrs. Trainer, 
^^ came this morning to fetch her, and take her 
to London to her father, whose occupations pre- 
vented his quitting town. I felt bound for the 
sake of my dear Grace, as well as for yours and 
my own, to explain to that lady my suspicion of 
an existing attachment between you." 

" Did you — indeed f said James anxiously. 

*' I did— and I believe by what I said, I 
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haVe secured the interest of that lady in your 
behalf." 

" But Grace herself ?'' 

" Loves you !" said Mrs Trainer. 

" You flatter me." 

" Not I/' said Mrs. Trainer ; " however, I 
have written a letter to Mr. Laaenby, de- 
tailing the nature and progress of your mutual 
attachment, exculpating myself for any undue 
influence over his child's affections ; describing 
as accurately as I was able, the rank and for- 
tune of her admirer, and expres^ng a belief 
that her happiness is deeply involved and in- 
timately connected with the successful termi- 
nation of the inte]xx>ur8e.^ 

^^ Ten .thousand thanks, my dear Mrs. 
Trainer ; how shall I ever repay this kind- 
ness P^' exclaimed the grateful lover. 

" I wiU tell you how, James Sutherland,'^ 
answered Mrs. Trainer : ^^ we are now speak- 
ing, you know, in strict and perfect confidence; 
I .shall therefore be candid and explicit. I 
have a son ; he married early and imprudently; 
he has a wife and four children, and is still a 
subaltern in the army ; an opportunity pre- 
sents, itself of purchasing a company for him. 
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/ have not tiie money, jroti have ; lend me the 
necessary fium to acocmiphsh this purpose^ aid 
I will secure you Gface Laseidiy.'' 

An attack upon Jameses purse iMui indeed a 
most desperate attempt, and he appeared thun- 
derstruck at this Tety abrupt advance. Could 
Mrs. Trainer be mercenary, oouM she have fiMr* 
warded his viewti upc»i Grace with atii intetested 
motive, yet was he not, in point of fact, in her 
power, in so fisu* as that asraredly Mt. Lascnby 
wonld consult her and take her adviee upoii 
the marriage? 

These considerations crowded into JameftVi 
small and narrow mind in the space of half a 
minute; but they all made room for another 
still more touching and immediate enquiry ; — 
" What was the sum she wanted ?" 

James, as I before said, instantly saw the 
importance of Mrs. Train^'s good opimon ; 
and although he loved his money dearly, stfiH 
he was enough of a poMtician to perceive 
that the very best way of laying oat his 
capital was" that which would secure him the 
most profitable return ; he readily caught at 
her proposal. It was clear that by acceding 
to her desire, he should inevitablv secure her 



hf the doubk tie of fear and gratitude; tat 
if she £nled to exert herself suffinently^ ea&* 
pCMitieii to the world, he was resolved^ dioidd 
inevitably emme. 

But JameveveiiTefined upon this ccfiaenHent : 
he told her that the sum she required, was at hee 
aervioe ; and by way of enniskig her wannest 
adnpioeacy> aadiher most strenuous- efforts in his 
behalf^ be ex|daiiied ta^ her, that she noif^ 
eommand the amount as a loan ai all eo€9U$': 
butthat^ if he marnedGmoe through her mtt»* 
rention, the bond she would give him as seeurity 
for the advance, should be canceled on the day 
of the wedding. 

Oh, that corruption such as this, should 
rankle under the ivy-covered tooi of ^' Bd^ 
mont Establishment;^ or that a library, well 
filled with the works of Porteus and TiHil« 
line and Horsky^ should have been the doene 
of such a traosaetion! Now could Jamea 
easily divine why things had occurred at ^'Bd** 
motit Establishment,'^ which had hitherto been 
inexplicable ; now could he more readily under«k 
stand the intimacy which subsisted between the 
respectable head of this seminary, and Mr. Bi^s 
the. attorney, who was perpetudly in her house. 
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and who (no sooner said than done) wa4S imme- 
diately introduced to forward and complete the 
arrangement proposed in the present instance 
by the exemplary guardian of female morality, 
for the laudable purpose of promoting her only 
son^s interests. 

Mr. Biggs was a prudent, wary, tenacious, 
taciturn personage, and, as tinies go, some- 
what honest, and who, although retired from 
business, had been sekcted by the lady of the 
hoiise as a gentleman quite to be relied on. 

James felt a degree of awkwardness in open- 
ing the business, but Mrs. Trainer explained to 
him in a corner, that there was no necessity for 
any confidential conditions in the obligation; she 
was quite ready to trust to his honour as to return- 
ing the bond in the event of the marriage ; and 
that it needed only to be a, simple bond for so 
much money, covenanting on her part to pay 
certain interest, and repay the principal at a cer- 
tain period ; in short, she talked the matter over 
with so much tact, and knowledge of the sort of 
thing, that James felt assured that she was 
a very prudent long-headed person, not alto* 
gether unaccustomed to similar negotiations : 
and elated beyond measure with the bright 
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prospects of fortune which this temporary sacri- 
fice opened to his view, the crafty lover gave 
the necessary directions to Biggs, and in the 
course of the following day received the valuable 
document in return for fifteen hundred pounds, 
which he paid with the greatest satisfaction into 
the hands of the Dame ; convinced (as how 
could he fail to be?) that in so doing, he had 
laid the foundation of his future wealth and 
prosperity. 

James, who with all his worldliness had never 
felt the smallest suspicion of his dear friend 
Mrs. Trainer, was a good deal puzzled what to 
make of society, when he found this venerable 
personage, absolutely making a traffic of her 
pupils ; quite certain in his own mind, that one 
or two girls who had previously married early in 
life, after having left the "Establishment,'' had 
been disposed of in a similar manner. He de- 
termined, however, carefully to conceal his 
proceedings from George, against whom he an- 
ticipated many future laughs in that golden age, 
when he should possess his Grace and ten thou- 
sand pounds per annum. 

In the mean time, Mrs. Sutherland and Jane 
bade adieu to Ringsworth ; and it was a moving 
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aigfat to see the old servants take leave of their 
ancient mistreis at the fflbd : there was scarcely 
adry eye amongst them ; and Carr, whose grey 
locb blew about in the breeze am he stood bare- 
headed at the oarriag&4oor, looked as if his last 
hope of comfort was fast fleeting fix)m him. 
Judge what Janets feelings were, when, in 
the midst of this scene, she cast her ^es up- 
wards towards the house, and beheld Mrs. 
Greorge Sutherland and her own maid Tracy 
dancing about wildly and grotesquely, evideiUly 
for joy at their departure, in one of the bed- 
chambers, the windows of which happened for- 
tuitously to be open. 

Poor Jane said nothing, but drew back m the 
carriage, in order that the lively tenants of her 
ancient home might not have the gratification 
of knowing that she had seen their Terpsi- 
chorean evoluticms. 

Mrs. Sutherland died tears as she parted 
with her faithful domestics. It was natural 
that she should ; and when George kissed her 
extended hand, she sank backward in the ba- 
rouche, and uttered a prayer for happiness, which, 
however fervently she implored the blessings of 



He^ten upon his head, she felt ,apprehfiii»ve 
ini^t never be his. 

The week in whidi they tock their departune 
bad not pasiaed bdcHre Mary Busbridge and 
liiicy Bittfaiidge, the grace*lil^e sisters of tiie 
lady of the mansicMi, arrived 9i Ringswc^th, 
eacorted by two important perscHiages, one the 
tall gentfannaa in the stoddnet pantaloons, 
vfham my isadcni may remember to hove heard 
of at Leamington; the other, a Lieutenant 
MuUhokigan^ on the half-pay of a Coliuobian 
regiment of Horse»Marines. 

<Sieorge received this importation of visitors 
with the good-nature, of which he had an abun- 
dance, and Emily did the honours of the house 
with exquisite skill and activity. Gieoige could 
not, however^ avmd noticing the 6i:traordinary 
familiarity which existed between his wife^s 
maid Tracy and the newly<*arrived ladies ; nor 
(fid the free and easy manner in which the 
beaux {tactically ass^ed thar entire intimacy 
with his fflsters-in-law quite gratify James, who, 
although anxiously awaiting a call to London 
from Mr. Lazenby, still remained at Rings- 
Worth. 
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James observed, moreover, thut the Lieute^ 
nant upon half-pay, and the tall gentleman in 
the . stockinet pantaloons, played biUiards wit}; 
uncommon skill, and possessed all the delicate 
arts of chalking, and twisting, and screwing, and 
angling in a supereminent degree. He remarked, 
too, that they appeared to have an over-addiction 
to Claret and Champagne, and a peculiarly strong 
affection for Ruydersheimer and Markbrunner ; 
and that they were by no means over-scrupulous 
in ordering out his brother^s horses, and gallop- 
ing them at a pretty sharp rate, in all directions, 
over the neighbouring country. Late hours and 
drinking speedily usurped the places of tem- 
perance and sobriety ; and after five days s^our, 
the invaders were evidently the conquerors-^ 
James gradually trained off from the party, 
Greorge yielded to all their persuasions, and 
Carr the butler was confined to his bed. 

On the sixth day, after dinner, and when the 
wine had circulated pretty frefely, the Lieu- 
tenant observed to our tall friend in the webs, 
that Emily was very like what her father must 
have been. 

" D'ye think so,'* said the other ; " I think 
Tracy more Uke old Buz than any of them.** 
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Jameft kx>k€d at GeQree--il was the last day 
ofhisstayatRingsworth 

^^ Buz made a bad end, George^ didn^^ he?'^ 
said tbe taH gentleman in the stockinets, fa- 
miliatljr, t^ tbe head cf the house of Sutber^ 
kitid. 

^^ Bviz ?^ repeated G^rge. 

" Buz ?" echoed James. 

'' Ay^ Buz r sffld the Lkutenant, <^ tbat's 
what we used always to call old Boni&ce, afiet 
his accident." 

'^ BbDx&ce P*^ exekumed James. 

" Boniface f^ repeated George — ** pray whom 
do you meaoi^ Majov?'^ 

By which it is to be iixCerred that tbe tall 
gentkman in the slockinets had attained to die 
rank of field-oiBcer. 

" I mean your father-in-law," was the reply. 

^ Oh !^ saad George ; somewhat aiiiSined to 
confess how very little he knew upon the snigect. 

'' ril be hanged;' sand the LieutenanI, ^ if I 
don^t iSnsik the old £dlow wa& itUised^-^don't 
you, Sndi^haid ?'' 

<^ Upon what occasion^'' simipty, and soiMviuit 
coldly, enquired llie master of titte house. 

^^ Why, upmi ^Ae occanon : if he had had good 

VOL. I. D 
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counsel^ I do thinks by Jove, he would have 
got oflF.** 

^^ Off what P" asked James. 

"Why, that ugly business at Liverpool; — 
because,^ added the Lieutenant eagerly and ear- 
nestly, " his hand never was seen through the 
broken window, and not one bit of the property 
was ever found upon him." 

James and his brother opened very wide their 
eyes and ears. 

" I donH in the smallest degree compre- 
hend," said James, ^^ what you are talking 
about." 

" No, no, to be sure,** said the Major ; ** it is 
very silly to talk about it at all, Mulhologan ; 
besides, the servants may overhear, and there 's 
no use in their knowing any thing of the mat- 
ter.^ 

" But who do you mean had his hand through 
a shop window, and ?" 

*• What, hasn't Emily told you? She is 
a sly Uttle devil, to be sure ; that's just like her. 
Bob, isn't it ?" said the Major, appealing to the 
Lieutenant* ^^ Just like her, keeping aH that 
story snug about Bill Hayes and the watch.** 

** T really should thank you, gentlemen,'* said 
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George, <' to let me a little farther intp this 
history." 

" Why, don't let Emmy know that we have 
told you, else she '11 be savage with us,^ said 
the Lieutenant : ^^ but old Buz, her father, as 
I supposed you had known, kept the Hog-in- 
Armour, at Mickleworth, and there failed. 
The girls were fine showy creatures; Emmy 
was the best of the bunch, by the by ; and old 
Mrs. Malooney, a great ally of the Major's 
here, who happened to come over from Ireland 
at the time of the old man'^s smash, took them 
up and carried them over to Dublin, and about 
to Cheltenham and Leamington, and, I believe, 
she made a very pretty thing of it, one way or 
the other. Old Buz got off to Edinburgh, and 
was appointed by somebody. Surveyor-general 
at Poyais, went out and found no Poyais to sur- 
vey, so he returned, and being " hard up,^ as 
we say, took it into his head to break a shop- 
window at Liverpool, and take out some trinket 
stuff, for which he is now hard at work upon 
the tread-mill at Lancaster, whence he will 
.3peedily retire to Botany Bay." 

" What I'' exclaimed James in an agony-— 
*^ My brother*s father-in-law. Sir !" 

1)2 
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'' Ahy"" uii the Lieutenant, ^ the 
that is to say, his nominal father4n-law.^ 

^^NomiDil, LieuteiUB^r mti Oeotge. — 
What do yoa mem by nominal?^' 

^^ Why I mcstti he woM be yma fsther^iw 
law if yon irere fe«% nuotied to our little 
fiMmy.** 

^ Really married ! why so I am. Do yew 
unagine that if I had not been Yeatty manied, 
I should have brought a female intOjmy fajaUy, 
tfar mistresE rf my bouse, Md i^ associate rf 
my mo^r and sister ?^ 

'' Why r said the Major, staring at hitn, 
mueb astoniskied^ ^ yoa doiiH mean to say that 
yott are really married to our little friend." 

" But I do," said Gecftge, 

^^ God bless me !" said the Lieulenasit, look- 
ing mightily confused : ^ Miyor, I — I d^^, 
ehr 

^^ ^Gad,'* said the Major, ^^ I had no notion 
of that ; I thought it wa» only a Matooney 
marriage: why, then, for once, Emmy has 
turned to speaking truth.*^^ 

James was, by this time, overwhelmed vfiAk 
grief and const&ni»6on : not only had the 
dreadful history of the Busbridges thus un- 
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«xpectedly and abruptly burst upon him, but, 
in addition to e^ery other caliuoaity attendflut 
upon the frightful denouenioii, the reflection that 
the whole of this detail would probably reach 
Mr. Lasenby^8 ears, and destroy at one fell 
9wo(^ all his hopes and expectaticHis, drove him 
hdf mad« 

As for poor George, be waa paralysed. Now, 
indeed, was the leiflure of repentance come : what 
had he done? had he been duped — cheated? 
No, it aeeoned not, — ^he had duped and d^eeired 
hinadf ; and Mrs. Maloooey^ whom he soon dis- 
«ovec9d to be a persnn eetuiily supporting her«^ 
jelf by pandering to the i»offigacy of the rich 
and great, had merely aUow^ed him to set'tle 
^f» ct ber proi^ees comfert^dy; she, the said 
Mrs. Malooney, having atipulated for a reward, 
which Emily^a mingled ingenuity and cunning 
soon procured her, by eonlinued drafts upon 
bar iHiaband^s purse, not iofiked in money ^ but 
by the purchase of costly articles at various 
fsdnonaUe repoatorieB, negotiated for her as 
the wife of George Sutherland, of Bingywc^, 
Esq. ; the balls for which only ky dormant till 
the dbarp air of the approaching Chrtstmaa 
ahould hnise them frcm thsk aluiidbers. By the 
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artful agency of Tracy, who, it turned out, was 
neither more nor less than her half-sister, Mrs. 
George had accumulated sufficient property to 
gratify her ancient and avaricious chaperotie, 
who, since her departure from Leamington, 
had been bringing forward her two sisters, 
under the temporary protection of her depen^ 
dants Lieutenant Mulhologan, and the tall gen* 
tleman in the stockinet pantaloons. 

No sooner^ however, had these worthies. 
Under the influence of a somewhat too copious 
libation of Chateau Margaut,^ made this gratui-s 
tous disclosure to their host, than they began to 
repent of theii* communicativeness. The truth 
is, that they doubted the fact of Greorge^s mar- 
riage, and had intended to extract the real state 
of the case from him, with that art and finesse 
with which they were quite competent to con- 
duct an enterprise at once so extremely delicate, 
and, to them, important: for such was the 
knowledge of the character of their female 
friends which the two beaux possessed, that 
they always believed the history of the wedding 
to have been made up by Mrs/Malooney and 
Emily; Mrs. Malooney, on the other hand, 
being too well aware of the persons with whom 
she had to deal in the gallant and exemplary 
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gentlemen, the present inmates of Ringsworth, 
to trust either of them with more of her affairs 
than was absolutely necessary to the conduct of 
her schemes— in short, for various purposes the 
plot, in all its parts, was composed of trickery 
and deception; and these very knaves, who 
were absolutely swindling the unsuspecting hus- 
band, were in their turn mere puppets in the 
hands of the designing sibyl. 

The Major, (who, in justice to our army 
I should say held his commission in the Third 
Regiment of Poyasian Green Hussars,) and the 
Columbian Lieutenant, seeing that Greorge was 
completely overcome by the intelligence which he 
had so unexpectedly and abruptly received from 
them, and James having retired half bewildered 
to ^^ Belmont Establishment,^ began to soothe and 
console their agitated host. They praised Emily 
to the very echo, talked of her good temper, and 
argued as to how she could have any thing to do 
with her father's crime ; and after imbibing some 
more claret, and directing the illumination of 
the billiardiroom, they so far prevailed upon 
George, that he promised to take no notice to 
his wife of the conversation which had passed 
*-Ai precaution which, it must be admitted, 
WBS reasonable ; for, upon the principle that 
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^^ Wliot eviiiot be cauiied, mu^t be epdiired,** mi 
that ^^ Whait '» done, cannot be undone,'' tbe 
only mode of tnenting ihe Affair was to make tbe 
best of k. Tbm cair^iil Mixiety for the peace 
of the fiunily, bowever, was not so efficient as it 
might have been ; Ux it turned oiii that Emily 
And her osiers had posted themselves at the 
door of the dinnear-parkmr, with tbe intention of 
overhearing that sort ^f oonvivial jooulaiity 
whiidi is not ordinarily indulged in, wlnle la- 
dies are present, and which, in society sudi as 
the Busbridges were aoourtomed to, usurps the 
fdace of ^ilightened conversation, and the ra- 
tional interchange of sentimait and c^nnion. 

Huddled together on their knees, the ears of 
two of them dose to the panneb, and the eye of 
the third applied to die key-hole of the dining* 
pariour door, were this group of Ringsworth 
Ghnaces detected by Mr. James Sutherland, as he 
quitted the room mi his way to the bower of his 
beloved Miss Laaenby (in whose absence he 
constantly visited its guardian angel in the hx^ 
of news). As he touched the lock, they took 
wing like a covey of partridges ; but dieir 
ffig^, Aough preciptate, was unavailing. The 
cracldng of knees and ancles, and the rustling of 
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drap^y , as James ^ put them i»p,** betra])^ the 
flutteriog fugitiTies; and their already horrified 
b]X)di^&-in-law received in the ^pectade of their 
r^noat a fresh spoeimen <of the breeding and ae- 
compiishments by whi<& his newly-acquired oon- 
nexioD. we« » unfavounUy distinguished. 

IJide did tibe calculating lo^er anticipate 
wrliftt iv»8 awaitiDg him at ^^ Belmont Establish- 
mi»it'* Hardly, perhaps, will my reader expect 
to hear that Mr& Trainer had received a letter 
from Mr. Laz^iby, thanking her for her can* 
door, and praising her discernment, and inviting 
Mr. James Sutherland to town — explaining tihie 
pressure of hia own personal business whidi in* 
duced him to take this meaanire, and actually 
enclosing a civil noite addressed to his intended 
s<m4jBrlaw, reqpiesting ibe pleasure of a visit 
from Imn. 

James was completely overcome by the eoL- 
ceUence mi importaEice of this oommunicaiiffn : 
he could with diiBeuliy reatssin himself from 
the most violent expressions of Joy and satisfae. 
iym^ and instantly resolved that the early dawn 
of day should find imn on his way to London; 
in which resolution be was much strengdienedby 
the counsel of lAxt* Tminer, who advisedhis $tart* 

d5 
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ing forthwith post for town. It would, sh6 
said^ evince his ardent affection for Grace, and 
his unmixed respect for her father. *^ Besides, 
James Sutherland,^ said Mrs. Trainer, " there 
is nothing like striking while the iron *s hot.^ 

James appeared jentirely to agree with his 
ancient counsellor, but prudently recollected, 
in the midst of his ecstasies, that there was a 
heavy night-coach which regularly passed 
through Ridgsworth at eleven o''clock, which 
would answer all the purpose of a post-chaise, 
and not cost one quarter as mfich. Mrs. 
Trainer, although rallying him uponliis ill-timed 
economy, admitted the justice of his scheme, 
and accordingly he returned to the home of his 
fathers — ^how profaned — ^he did not stop to think, 
to put his plan in execution ; and after giving 
directions to his servant to prepare his luggage 
for a journey, proceeded to take leave of his 
brother, and, at the same time, communicate the 
events of the evening, and the receipt of the 
amicable letter from old Lazenby. But, alasf 
when he reached the billiard-room for that pur- 
pose, he found George in such a state of intoxi- 
cation, as to be incapable of receiving the inte- 
resting intelligence which he had to impart, play- 
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ing high at the game which he did not under- 
stand with the Lieutenant, who was a first-rate 
artist, while the care of the score was solely con- 
fided to the charge of the tall gentleman in the 
stockinet pantaloons. 

^ James saw that Any attempt at business would 
be vain in the present state of things: and, 
therefore, determined to withdraw himself 
quietly, merely leaving a letter for his unfor- 
tunate brother, which in the morning he might 
be sufficiently recovered to read. As he crossed 
the hall, (promising as his own circumstances ap- 
peared,) his heart felt any thing but light, when 
he heard the ladies in the blue drawing-room 
romping and screaming, and laughing immode- 
rately. He could not fail to reflect upon what 
formerly were the customs of the house, nor, so 
reflecting, fail to contrast that, which waSf with 
that, which had been* He retired to his room, 
and wrote, briefly but affectionately, to George ; 
and at a quarter past eleven the same evening, 
found himself in the heavy night-coach, carrying 
six inside and twelve out: which vehicle con- 
tained, besides himself, two extensive farmers, 
both as to real property and personal dimen- 
sions, and a young person returning to London 
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fiott a tural excnndon on m visit to her finendu 
But ahhough the mot of laad descanted aome- 
mimt diffasdj upon the yarjing prioei of wheat 
and bari^; and although ihe joimg penon 
deemed vastly well disposed to be extoemdy 
soddble with James, James was too much oecu- 
pied with hb own thoughts to devote any diare 
of his attention to his feUow-passengers. 

It was impossible for him not to regfet the 
fate of his Aougfadess brother ; it was iBipos- 
sible not to anticipate the distress of his mother 
and sister, when they should be informed, as 
(hey doubtless soon would be, of the melan^ 
choly change of affairs at Ringsworth; and it 
was equally unposnble for James, with hit dis* 
pontion imd character, to contemplate all these 
scenes and events, without congratulating him- 
self upon his superior judgment and prudence, 
and feeling the futility and injudidousness of all 
the satirical observations which his connexions 
had, during his past life, been pleased to make 
upon his precocious steadiness and premature 
carefubess in woridly matters. 

As he slumbered on his way, his dreams 
presented to his imagination heaps of gold and 
silver plate nskd sparkling diamonds; and he 
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mm Hb QtTWce all mtUness and calfiinesSy poiur^ 
ing troat a ocmiuDpia into hb outetifitched 
hands, sYksmen of mpees, oooluir^ and {m- 
godas. When he awoke, and fofund stiU the 
same antieipadons haimting his thoughts aiul 
penrading his mind, the jauntey seeated leogtii* 
cxied, the horses appeared to oreep^ so aa:uau8 
was the ardent swain far the promiaed inter* 
Tiew widi his iotendad father-in-law. 

Every thing, ^^ yea, the great gldbe itself,^^ 
riudl ha^e an end; and aoeordinglj, at seren 
o'dodc in the morning, Mr. James Sutherland 
extrical)ed himsdf £rom the stage, and, having 
disposed his '^ body pohtic^ in a hackney 
coach, directed the driver to carry him to the 
Hmmnmns in Coventfflrden, where, as he 
would not be expected to bieakfast car dine, if 
he did not dioose to do so, he calculated he 
could lodge more economically than at any 
fashionable hotel, where dinners are dressed on 
the shortei^ notiee, and breakEajaks delicately 
served up at a charge wfaidi our prudent youth 
was pleased to consider exorbitant. 

Long and arduous ware the operations of 
Jameses toilet; every care was taken by the 
anxious young gentleman to s^ off to the best 
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advantage all the good points of his face and 
figure. He had dispensed, for the present^ with 
the attendance of his servant, because, as he 
should not immediately want him, he thought 
he might as well remain at Ringsworth, by 
which his master would be saved the expense of 
keeping him in the metropolis; but a barber 
of Tavistock-street celebrity was summoned 
upon the special occasion, and James's lank 
hair, und«r his care, was taught to curl grace- 
fully a la Brutus; strict orders were issued 
that his boots might shine in all the ^^ brightness 
of Day ^ — and Martin ; and the neckcloth, after 
four vain attempts, wrinkled round his neck in 
folds, which would have made a dandy jealous. 

Away to Portland-place did my hero forth- 
with betake himself; his heart beat rapidly 
as he knocked at the door of his proposed fa- 
ther-in-law^s house ; his knees trembled, and his 
hands were chilly cold. . But, anxious and ar- 
dent as was his heart, he was, alas! doomed 
to be disappointed ; — ^^ Mr. Lazenby and his 
daughter were out of town on a visit at Lay- 
tonstone, and did not return till the day after 
to-morrow." 

Now was it, that James felt mightily embar- 
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taased how to kill time till the Nabob's re^ 
turn ; now did he rejoice that he had chosen 
the Hummums, where he could sleep, and dine 
wherever " cheap and nasty'* dinners were to 
be had ; and accordingly, after wondering a ht^ 
tie at the great man*8 remissness in leaving Lon* 
don after having invited him to call, the par- 
simonious youth proceeded to perambulate the 
streets, look at every thing which was to be 
seen gratis, and having thrown a " portion " of 
tough roasted mutton into his stomach, upon 
the points of a two-pronged steel fork, at some 
economical dining-rooms near the Strand, he 
proceeded at half-price to the pit of the Adel- 
phi Theatre, where he dissipated his evening 
in witnessing the freaks of Tom and Jerry, the 
exhibition of which filled him so completely 
with alarm and dread, that, upon quitting the 
house, he ran home to the shelter of his bed- 
room, where, alone, he fancied himself se- 
cure from the Nocturnal depredations of those 
well-dressed vagabonds and under-bred fools, 
who mistake noise for wit, rioting for fun, and 
all sorts of rascaUty for " life and spirit." 

The next morning James received an apo- 
logetic note from Mr. Lazenby, (to whom his 
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card had been forwarded^) who was $tUl in the 
oouiitry, whither he had been oompdled .to go 
by urgent business, requesting the pleasure of 
seeing him the day followijig that on whidb he 
would reoeiYe his lett^, M one o^elock. This 
note^ couched in the most JGtiendly terms, «ervfd 
to aoothe all Jameses ire, destroy his doubtn, and 
re^aasure his hopes ; and, as it is almost n^less 
to add, at one oVlock precisely on the following 
day, Mr. James Sutheiiand onoe more msed the 
massive knocker pendant at the dooir of Mr* 
Alexander Lazenby^ and in less than half a mi- 
nute afterwards, was usheied into a magnifieent 
library, where one <^ some halfntiozen servaists, 
who w^re grouped in the hall when he first en« 
tened, requested him to wait, and informed him 
that his master would see him ahnost imme* 
diatdy. 

James gaised roimd the room with a most 
pleasurable sensation ; and although, as the 
reader may easily iiaaiagine, the library was not 
filled with books bdionging to the newly-se* 
turned nabob, who had taken the masinoa 
ready-fumiehed, still there was sdi air of af- 
fluence and comfort about all the accompani- 
ments, whidi cheered the huD^gry eyes of the 



politic lorej. A£ber waititig aotaie twenty 
minutes, tfae doost at d»e apartmont was sud* 
deady opened, and the expael»ot yaiKth sum- 
moned into the sanctum of the JEUjafa. 

He IdUowed the n&rvmt with auious txepida- 
ftiM ; Jtuid, whm he altered the small #tudy in 
whiA the figure of Mr. iUexander Laaaiby 
first burst upoa his sight, he eoukl scarcely dis- 
liiigMishlhecbjcctflfsJlhia hopes and fears. 

^^ Mr. Sutheriand, Sir,^ md the seryaot, as 
he ushered the agitated young muk into ihe 
apartment 

Mr. Alexander Lazenby joae, advasiced, and 
extended his hand to James, who bowed pro- 
foundly and reyerentially. 

^^ Pray sit you down, Mr. Sutherland,^ said 
the Nabob. 

Mr. Sutherland tacitly obeyed* 
I am ftfraid you hav-e heea kept waiting ?^^ . 
Only a few sdnuAes, Sir,^ said Janes. 

" You received my letter, I prenane f^ en- 
quired the Nabob. 

^* It waa to answer that in p^son, Sir, that I 
immediately set off for town and arrired the fol- 
lowing morning.^ 

" What! I hope you did not travel all night?'' 






66 THS SUTHERLANilS. 

*' Yes, Sir, I did," replied James, trusting to 
good-fortune tbat the aristocratic Indian would 
not push his enquiry upon this part of the sub- 
ject any further. 

" I like this zeal, Mr. Sutherland,'' said Mr. 
Lazenby : <* it has the air of that gallantry and 
diivalrous devotion to the fair which distin- 
guished the cavaliers of the olden time, and 
which, although some vestiges of it remained in 
the year seventy-nme, have now, I fear, made 
way for mere listless attention or common-place 
civility ; I must congratulate Grace upon so fa^ 
vourable a specimen of your affection." 

" Miss Lazenby, I hope, is quite well, Sir Y^ 

" She is quite well," said her father : ^* she is 
not here at present, but still at Laytonstone on 
a visit to the friend whose sister placed her at 
Belmont Establishment, and who has a very sin- 
cere regard for her ; she appears perfectly amia- 
ble, I think, Mr. Sutherland?" added the anxious 
parent interrogatively, and with a great show of 
interest. 

" I never met with a sweeter di^sition in 
my life, Sir," stammered out James. 

^^ She seems to have profited by the care of 
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Mrs. Trainer,^ said Mr. Lazenby, " of wh(Hn I 
must confess I have heard a very high cha- 
racter.*" 

" A very clever woman, I assure you, Sir,^ 
answered Mr. Sutherland, whose thoughts re- 
verted at the moment to her son, his promotion 
in the army, and the disbursement of his own 
fifteen hundred poimds. 

^^ She speaks of you, Mr. Sutherland, in terms 
of the most unqualified praise,^ said the Rajah. 

James bowed. 

^^ And Grace, I believe, hears that praise with 
pleasure.'' 

James blushed, and bowed still lower. 

^ Indeed, Mr. Sutherland," continued La. 
zenby, ^^ had I not convinced myself of her opi* 
nion, I should not have troubled you with an in- 
vitation to London." 

James continued bowing like the Speaker at 
an impeachment. 

" Your brother, I believe, is lately married ?" 
asked Mr. Lazenby. 

This was a question to which the answer wa9 
full of difficulty. 

** He is, Sir," said James. 
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^^ A beautiful youog lady, I am told ?^ 

** Yerj pietty and very young,'' ansirered ker 
brother-in-law. 

^ I yemember your father, Sbr,^ oontitnued 
tbe NdMb^^wbfenlwaaarermEngliuidkMl,-^ 
that was before Orace ims bom, ami eertauly 
tim wt did not anticipate 6o iatimate a oon.- 
nexion as in aU probability will eventually exist 
bdkwaeD us, — be was an excdleuT. man. Sir f^ 

Jwrnes echoed the praise of his deonaed pa» 
rent. 

^^ I expect Cirace to follow me home to«day,^ 
observed Mr. Lazenby, ^^and I honesdy con* 
fess, that I am BtmovM to see you together. I 
pique mysdf upon being a man of the world : 
Mr. Sutherland, ha^ty marriages are frequently 
subjects of long repentanoe, and — I am sure you 
will forgive a father — I should £eel gratified by 
living wi& you both for a short time pievioufily 
to any definite arrangement — I think i could 
judgfi-^I— ^ 

James saw in a moment that die old gentlenum 
very wisely desised to form an opimon of him 
before he concluded the bargain, and that his in- 
vitation to London resembled in some s(»rt the 
permission granted to a servant to ^f come upon 
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tntL^ Tfab was exactfy winct James fiked ; fist 
he, 83 well aa his intended father-iin^law, m^t^y 
▼allied himsdf upon a eertain iiraigfat inta dia«> 
racter^ and a prudeodai acoommods&n of laft 
ntiiBd, ietaper, principles^ and conversation to 
the mm cmd his manners with whom he felt it 
important^ relatively to his* own advantage, to 
associate himself; he, therefore, readily can^t 
at the scheme^ and began his insmuating system 
by expressing his admiration of Mr. Lazenby^s 
paternal solicitude for Grace'^s comfort and hap* 
piness, lauding the justness of his determination, 
and aimovmcing his own read>y acqweseence in 
the proposed plan. All he feared was, that, by 
some unforeseen circumstance, some unexpected 
denouement at Ringsworth, the history of bis 
inconsiderate brother's rasdi connexion with the 
Busbridges might reach the ear» of the Nabob 
pending his probation : having,^ however, nothing 
to offer agamst the atrrangementy he chimed in 
with it most harmoniously* 

It was, as I said before, quite clear that Mr. 
Lazenby did not intend to advance one step in 
the negotiation until he had satisfied hims^ of 
the real state of his child^s feelings towards the 
person who he had been told was her lover; 
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and when he invited James to dinner at seven 
o^clock, adding that he hoped so long as he 
stayed in town he would condder the invitation 
general, James saw that the conference for that 
morning was at an end, and accordingly with- 
drew until the appointed hour, when he was for 
the first time to be domesticated with his beloved 
Grace and her opulent sire. 

Never perhaps did James pass a happier 
morning in London than that which preceded 
this opening dinner : there was an air of bonhopi- 
mie about the Nabob, singularly contrasted with 
the peculiar habits and tramontane manners of 
the race in general : he appeared as if he had al- 
ways moved in good society, and had as little of 
the rust of the resident in his conduct, as of sal- 
lowness in his complexion : he was quite a phoe- 
nix of an Indian, and James saw in his candour 
and amiable solicitude for his daughter, an ear- 
nest of that liberality and warmth which were to 
crown his toils and assiduity with wealth and 
happiness. 

At seven, James entered the drawing-room of 
his father-in-law^s mansion, and there, attended 
by a smart middle^iged lady, well rouged and 
pmich ringleted, sat his beloved Grace. She 
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received him mildly and placidly^ and without 
the smallest emotion allowed him to shake her 
cold unclosed hand, without indulging even in 
the relaxation of a smile, and introduced him to 
her guardian-angel Mrs. Chatterton, unblushing 
and unabashed. 

From the embarrassment which any other 
pair of lovers would have felt, the volatile chape- 
rone speedily relieved this devoted couple : she 
launched into an animated detail of their morn> 
ing's drive, their visit to one place, their call at 
another ;• and astonished James not more by her 
own excellent spirits and vivacity than by the 
striking contrast they afforded to the still life of 
his Dulcinea. 

Just before dinner Mr. Lazenby entered the 
drawing-room, attended by a remarkably hand- 
some, elegant, well-dressed man, whom he intro* 
duced as Colonel Fitzmaurice, and who made 
his advances to the ladies with an air and mianner 
little calculated to gratify the vanity or soothe 
the solicitude of James, who had hoped that the 
party would have been strictly confined to the 
family. He was doomed, however, to more dis- 
appointments; for almost immediately afterwards 
two new arrivals were announced — Mr. Curry 
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and Mr. Bice, bolh Diswtors of tbal gif^anlie 
taaoofpoLj whidi reitrs itfl head autliontatnrefy in 
LeadenhaQ Street— dd firieiulfl of Lazenbj, who 
were also presented to the joimg mislresB of the 
manaioity and theoL to James, ia a manner which, 
it must be confessed, had something Yerj oonsi^ 
latorj in it, a» far as hia worldly views were con- 
cerned, seeing that it was evidently understood 
amongst them that he waa the son-in^w eket : 
indeed some observations made, loodly eoocigh 
for him to hear, convinced hun that thesefriends 
hod been collected by Mr. LazMd)y to canraaa 
his qualities and manners, as a sporting man 
musters a party of jn<^s t» desaant upon A» 
points of a horse which he has formed the 
de^gn of purchasing. 

At length a relief to James was sounded in 
the announcement of dinner ; and if any doubts 
had remained on his mind as to the real intci^ 
tions of the assembled party, they would have 
vanished, when La2senby,o£Pering his arm to Mrs. 
Chatterton, said to the doubting lover, ^^ Mr. 
Sutherland, will you take care of Grace P — our 
other firiends are at home,^'^thi8 sealed the aihir, 
and with trembling steps he led his fair diarge 
down stairs, the Colonel and the Directors fol- 
lowing tardily, the tediousness of their descent 
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bemg enliyened by sundry observations made 
aincKigst thanselves, which appeared, by the 
mirth which they exited, to be remarkably en- 
tertaining. 

At dinner James was seated next his amia^ 
ble Grace, and during the repast several sly 
innuendoes and jests were bandied about, each 
tending to confirm the determination of all par- 
ties as to the ultimate fate of oiu* speculator, 
whose assiduities were received by Grace with a 
sort of negative satisfaction, occasicmally amount- 
ing to something almost hke pleasiu^. 

Sutherland could not but duly appreciate the 
studied reserve of the gay Colonel towards his 
intended. Indeed, so scrupulously cold and 
distant was he in his manner towards the young 
lady, that James thought it almost approached 
to rudeness : even the elders of the party ap- 
peared to his anxious eyes to treat her with less 
attention and ceremony than he then felt were 
due to the daughter of Mr. Lazenby, and which 
he was quite sure he should have considered 
wholly inadequate to the claims of the wife of 
Mr. James Sutherland. 

Dinner ended, and the ladies retired, the con- 
versation turned upon occurrences long since 

VOL. I. E 
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past, and those olden times, in whieh the shak- 
ing of the pagoda-tree was an operation more 
generally performed, and with greater success, 
than in these modem days of moderation and 
economy; and James, of whom Colonel Fitz- 
maurice before-mentioned took not the smallest 
notice, felt himself completely "basketed** in 
the midst of discussions upon the relative merits 
of Civil servants of the East India Company, 
whose names, however important the personages 
themselves might be at Bundelcund or Furruck- 
abad, no civilised human being had ever by any 
chance heard of before, 

I^itzmaurice, who luul rather pleased James 
in the early part of the evening by his delicate 
reserve towards Grace, almost excited his anger 
by the supercihous manner whieh he assumed 
towards himself as it grew later; and a few at- 
tempts made at conversation with him having 
been nipped in the bud by the unperturbed 
serenity with which he replied to Jameses 
remarks, nothing like an advance of their ac- 
quaintance seemed probable, when the master 
of the house, seeing that his intended son-in- 
law was uncomfortable, which his manner suffi- 
ciently proclaimed, endeavoured to draw him 
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out of his dilenuna into the debate, by asking 
him if his brother^s wife was a Scotchwoman. 

> 

James was tremblingly alive to any discis- 
sion upon this ticklish point, and replied that he 
believed not — from the North, but not Scotch. 
What was her name P^ inquired Lazenby. 
Bus — bridge,^ faltered out James, in a 
manner studiously slovenly, in the hope of dis- 
guising her patronymic, so that it might be 
mistaken for Brasbridge, or Barbridge, or Bain* 
bridge, or any bridge, in short, but that whidi 
it really ^as. 

^^ Busbridge,^ repeated Mr. Lazenby, as 
dreadfully oortect as possible. 

'^ 'Gad !^' said Colonel Fitzmaurice^ who at 
length seemed disposed to join in the conversa^ 
tion, ^' I never heard that name but once, and I 
had no idea there was any family of distinction 
who bore it. I had a rascally servant with me 
in Flanders of the name of fiusbridge, and 
placed the greatest confidence in him. The 
fellow, one night, marched off during my ab- 
sence, carrying with him two or three snuff- 
boxes, a picture or two, and upwards of a hun« 
dred Napoleons. I set the police after him, but 
he escaped me, and all that I could learn was, 

e2 
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that he had a father as great a rogue as himself, 
and that there was a large family of them quite 
as bad, and that the female part of 'the group 
were as much distinguished for their virtues as 
the sons, only in a different way. However, I 
saw there was no use piursuing the thing, and so 
the fellow got off to America.^ 

The only doubt in Jameses mind at this mo- 
ment was, whether the Colonel actually knew the 
history of the birth, parentage, and education of 
his vivacious sister-in-law, and had brought for- 
ward this anecdote to account to James for the 
hauteur with which he had treated him during 
the day; or whether the anecdote was acciden- 
tally introduced, as many anecdotes are in many 
fdaces, which, of all others, ought not for the' 
world to be mentioned. 

James smiled, looked awkward, and felt ex- 
cessively sick. Lazenby made an observation 
upon the general misconduct of servants, and 
the great deterioration every thing had under- 
gone during the last five-and-thirty years ; in 
which he was ably seconded by one of the im- 
portant members of Leadenhall-street, to all of 
whose dicta James most complacently assented ; 
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wishing himself, it must be confessed, any wher^ 
but where he was, and wishing still more de- 
voutly that the gallant Colonel Fitzmaurice had 
been fighting his country's battles in Flanders 
at that very moment, instead of dining in Port- 
land-place. 

A thundering knock at the door announced 
an arrival — some refreshers for the evening. 
Colonel Fitzmaurice became for a moment sud- 
denly animated. 

" Colonel,'' said Lazenby, " that is your 
summons.^ 

The Colonel smiled graciously, looked some 
unutterable things, and began to wash out his 
mouth; and having proceeded to clean his 
teeth with the napkin deliberately and in 
detail, he wiped his hands, folded up the 
towel, and depositing it upon the table, there- 
by unconsciously half eclipsing James's plate, 
rose, kissed his left hand to the master of 
the house, and retired to the drawing-room. 

" That is a very fine young man,'* observed 
Mr. Curry, as he closed the door. 

" Extremely gentlemanly," rejoined Mr. 
Rice. 

** He is perfect, I think,'' said Lazenby,. 
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** Did you ever meet Colonel Fitzmaurice be- 
fore, Mr. Sutherland ?" 

"Never, sir,'' replied James, as indeed he 
thou^t Mr. Lazenby might have surmised by 
his mann^; wishing, moreover, at the same 
time, that he never might see him again. 

*^ How are his affairs getting on ?" enquired 
Mr. Curry. " Is he recruiting 7^ 

" Oh yes,'' said Lazenby ; " there are trus- 
tees aj^inted, and the property is at nurse. 
Of course, when he comes to the title, his 
father's entailed estates descend to him, and his 
object is to keep the rest of the property wholly 
untouched till that time; he is, therefore, 
starving himself upon some two or three tiiou- 
sand a-year till that event occurs, which I am 
inclined to believe cannot be very far distant." 

" That place of his in Gloucestershire is a 
beautiful thing," observed Mr. Bice. 

" Magnificent !" said Lazenby. 

" When was his father created a Peer ?"" en- 
quired Mr. Curry. 

" I don't exactly know, but I dare say Emma 
can tell." 

" Oh, there can be little doubt of that^ re- 
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plied Mr. Curry, with a laugh, which evidently 
m^iuit something. 

Emma ! — now who the deuce is Emma? 
thought James, and to what Barcmy is this 
man heir? and why is Mr. Lazenby so much 
interested about him ? — ^These were all impor- 
tant subjects of speculaticm to our young friend, 
from the consideration of which, however, and 
from the dinner-parlour, he was summoned m 
common with the rest of the party to coffee. 

When they entered the drawing-room, James 
perceived, in addition to Grace and Mrs. Chat- 
terton, two ladies seated on the sofa* — One was 
old and haggard, and on her bead she wore a 
sable velvet hat, loaded with plumes of feathers 
of the same colour ; in her ears hung pendent 
diamonds, top and drc^; around her shriveled 
neck and arms were displayed a brilliant neck- 
lace and bracelets ; purchased roses decked her 
furrowed cheeks^ and borrowed ringlets revelled 
on her wrinkled forehead. In heaps upon her 
parchment bosom lay the modest lily pulverized^ 
which, contrasted with her old and bilious- 
looking point-lace tucker, produced upon the an- 
cient skin it was intended to adorn, a similar 
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effect to that which asaduous poulterers impart 
to breasts of venerable ducks and geese before 
they despatch them to their customers. 

This lady was Mrs. Fisherton. At her side 
sat a young creature, flirting assiduously with 
Jameses bane, the Honourable Colonel, who ap- 
peared to be her devoted cavalier, and who was 
leaning backward on the sofa, listening listlessly 
to her agreeable observations. 

She was somewhat above the ordinary height 
of women, her profile strictly Grecian, her figure 
perfect S3rmmetry, ber eyes full of expression, 
her manners full of grace and elegance. There 
was a look of talent in her countenance ; and 
lighted up as it was by the animated conversa- 
tion in which she was engaged with Fitzmaurice, 
it beamed upon James as something of another 
world. It must be owned that the effect of con- 
trast, as Grace sat opposite to her, was more 
striking than satisfactory to our young lover. 

This was Emma, — ^the elder lady's daughter. 

" Sutherland,^ said Mr. Lazenby familiarly 
and with a patronizing air, leading him to the 
sparkling matron, ^^ This is my sister, Mrs. 
Fisherton, — This, Anne,'' continued he, " is Mr* 
Sutherland." 
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^rs. Fiaherton bowed ner head courteously, 
imd the diamonds glittered in her ears, and the 
plumes waved over her head. 

The name of Sutherland caught the ears of 
Emma ; and as James was undergoing the awful 
ceremony of introduction to the dowager, the 
lovely girl turned herself roimd, and hastily sur- 
veying him turned back again towards Fitzmau- 
rice and said something, the purport of which 
nobody except the Colonel heard — ^his exclama* 
tion of ^^ Capital !^ however, proclaimed that it 
must have been of a somewhat piqtiante nature. 

^^ Emma,*" said Mr. Lazenby, ^^ allow me io 
present Mr. Sutherland to you.^ 

Emma, suddenly recovering from the languid 
lounge in which she had been indul^ng, and 
drawing her fine features into a freezing state of 
decorum, rose from her seat, and made Mr. Su- 
therland a curtsey so profound and serious that 
it entirely overcame the rustic swain, who, step- 
jnng backward to return her salutation with a 
graceful bow, most wofully disturbed the eco- 
nomy of a salver of Sevre coffee-cups, with 
which a servant was approaching the Colonel. 
The confusion arising from this little contretemps 
was quite amusing to Emma, who had previously 

E 5 
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perceived what must inevitably happen, but 
who was too well-bred to allow any possible 
danger to interfere with the due performance of 
the ceremony in which she was engaged. 

»The eclat produced by this momentary disas- 
ter having a little subsided, James, who felt all 
his fortitude unequal to any further progress in 
an acquaintance with Miss Fidierton, seated 
himself beside his Grace, and began, in an under- 
tone, that sort of oonversation in which he was 
wont to indulge at ^^ Belmont Establishment/* 
Made the most minute enquiries after his fair 
one's health, and whether she had been troubled 
with the tooth-ache lately, — asked when she had 
heard from Mrs. Trainer, — wondered how her 
favourite black cat was, and recalled to her recol- 
lection some interesting incidents which had oc- 
curred at the Establishment, in which the said 
cat and a spaniel of his own were principally 
concerned. Grace, who was fully adequate to 
this sort of colloquy, answered all his questions 
with a calm precision and an amiable insensibi- 
lity, which he, unaccustomed .to the ways of the 
world, attributed entirely to unsophistication 
and amiability ; he was doomed, however, soon 
toJea^m the diflference which exists between the 
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Style of Gonversalioii which his fair one adopted^ 
and thai in which luch girls as Emma Fisherton 
are pleased occasionally to indulge. 

'^ Emma, my dear,^ said Mrs. Fish^{ton* 
^' what were the names of those people we met 
at dinner at Lord Greorge^s on Tuesday ?^ 

^^ Whom do you mean, Ma ?^ said Emma, 
-*^'^that hideous old woman with the horrid 
daughters ?^ 

^^ I mean the girl you nick-named Medusa,^ 
said the venerable parent. 

'^ Oh ! I quite forget what they call them- 
selves,— the brother was exquisite! — I never 
saw such a person in my life ; he sat next me 
at dinner, and kept pres»ng me to eat, as if I 
should have said no if I meant yes ; — ^he asked 
me to drink wine, and when I had got a large 
glass full of some dreadful Madeira, I think it 
was called, he kept making enquiries ev^ five 
minutes why J did not finish it.?«*-and asked if 
I <fid not Uke wine, and whedier I would have 
any other ?^ 

^^ I think they were called Hogman,^ said 
Mrs. Fisherton. 

^^ Hogman was the name, my dear Ma,^' re- 
plied Emma. ^^ I wish you had been there,^ eon- 



84 THE 8UTHSfiI«AMDS. 

tinued the vivacious girl, turning to the Colonel^ 
^^ you would have died with laughing at the 
whole party. . I cannot imagine how dear Lady 
Qeorsgd can allow Lord Greorge to have such 
people to the house. I asked the beau of the 
family whether he was at Almack^s last Wednes- 
day ? — He said ' No, but that he was there on 
Friday.'—* Friday,' said I, ' surely there was no 
assembly that evening ?'— and what do you think 
he answered? — *0h! yes, Miss!!! there was 
The Caledimiah Assembly, for I was at it f 

A burst of laughter at the savage ignorance of 
the unfortunate Mr. Hogman rang through the 
saloon. 

" I am sure,'' said Mrs. Fisherton, " I really 
thought I should have expired, as I told Lady 
George the moment they w^re gone, with 
watching the poor young man at dinner — the 
agony he underwent in eating so as not to dis- 
turb the economy of his dress ! — do you know it 
really seemed to me as if he had no tie in the 
world he valued half so much as his neck* 
cloth!" 

" And the quantity he ate !" rejoined Emma, 
" it reminded me of the day aunt Jane ;took 
me to an Easter dinner at the Mansion-house, 
somewhere in the city !" 
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^^ What were the girls like ?^ enquired the 
Honourable Colonel Fitzmaurice, without en- 
tirely opening either his eyes or his mouth, and 
without moving one muscle, or, as it seemed, 
caring one straw whether his question was even 
answered or not. 

** Vulgar beyond measure !^ said Emma, 
'^ with very thick red elbows, and skin like 
nutmeg-graters, dressed exactly after the prints 
in the Ladies Magazine, and smelling horridly 
of musk.^ 

A general groan resounded. ^' Monsters!^ 
gaculated the Colonel; and turning suddenly 
roimd to James Sutherland, to whom he had 
never thought proper previously to address one 
syllable, said in a patronizing tone, ^^ Mr. Su- 
therland, are you fond of music P^ 

The abruptness of the question startled 
James, who, however, recovering from the sui^ 
prise of the moment, answered in the aflBrmative, 
concluding that Grace was the object of attack, 
and that the Colonel was anxious to draw her 
out and exhibit her accomptishments on the 
piano-forte. 

^' Miss Fisherton,^ said Fitzmaurice, ^' here is 
a suppliant swain, — ^Mr. Sutherland is dying to 
hear your harp.^ 
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Emma bowed with affected dvility and evi-* 
dent disdain towards James, who felt ready to 
sink through the floor, oonsdous that he had 
said nothing about it, and that he would rather 
have died than take the liberty of making such 
a request. 

'^ Upon my word,^ said she, addressing her- 
self in reply entirely to the Colonel, '^ I would, * 
but Rossini tells me that I spoil his music by 
embellishing it too much,-*-and I am quite cross 
with him, and have vowed not to sing any 



more."" 



(( 



The man is unwarrantably discontented, as 
I take it,^ said the Colonel, ^^ and we defy him : 
— ^Come, Miss Fisherton, — let me lead you to the 
harp?'' 

^^ No, no, we shall disturb the whist people,*^ 
said Emma, who had, ten minutes before, made 
up her mind to astonish James Sutherland with 
her plajring, and had aheady drawn off her 
gloves for that express purpose. 

" The whist people," said the Colonel, " will 
never hear one note of it.'' 

^^ Do you know," said Emma to the Colonel 
in a half-whisper, as if making a flattering con- 
fidence : ^^ the only reason why I don^t like my 
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uncle's arrangements here, is their always hav- 
ing that doleful rubber !" 

^^ Upon my honour, it is an extraordinary 
propensity/' said the Colonel. 

^^ And they don't play shorts !" added Emma. 

^^ Good Gad !'^ ejaculated Fitzmaurioe.— 
^^ Come then, if that is really the case, never 
mind them. What does it signify !" 

« You play, Grace," said Emma, kindly, to 
her cousin, " don't you t" 

" Oh I very little indeed," answered the timid 
unassuming Grace. 

^^ Come, come," continued the Colcmel, coax- 
ingly and winningly ; at the same titiie gently 
pressing the fair creature towards the instru- 
ment, and seeming to think that any thing like 
courtesy or attention to the young lady of the 
house was quite superfluous — " Come, come," 
and so sa}ring continuously, with different into- 
nations, he gently forced her, (^^ nothing loth," 
it must be owned,) towards the harp. 

Emma, after this pretty, interesting display 
oi reluctance, proceeded to her pedestal, and ra* 
pidly striking a few chords, in a manner calcu- 
lated to give the impresdon of her being a first* 
rate performer^ she began, first to discover that 



» 
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her fingers were cold, then that the harp was 
dreadfully out of tune, then that it was a dread- 
ful harp, then that she had no muinc, and then 
again that she should disturb the card-playeris 
till, after a certain quantity of pressing and en- 
treating, she at length began an air and variations, 
which she executed with the most surprising and 
tormenting brilliancy. The sound of the instru- 
ment brought back Mrs. Chatterton, who had re* 
tired to watch the whist, in order to give the 
two pair of lovers fair time and opportunity 
to carry on their little flirtations, — a favour 
which James, who was chiefly employed in 
watching Miss Fisherton, did not appear either 
duly to appreciate, or properly to avail himself 
of. Emma, however, grew enthusiastic: she 
played and played incessantly, with the Colonel 
languishing on one ade of her and Mrs. Chat« 
terton on the other, until past midnight, when 
her mother's carriage was announced. 

Mrs. Chatterton could not avoid noticing the 
reserve of James and Grace, who hardly ex- 
changed a syllable during this lengthened exhi- 
bition, Grace having nothing particular to say,, 
and James being suffidently ignorant of the 
ways of the world to imagine it necessary to 
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keep silence during a musical peiformance, 
whereas in fact, as every body knows, the first 
chord of a young lady^s harp is the established 
and recognised signal for the commencement of 
general conversation. 

The cloying kindness of these amateur exhi- 
bitors is actually overcoming; for when once 
the first painful ceremony of solicitation is over, 
once the " premier pas^ taken, (and ce rCest que 
le premier pas qui coute'^ their liberality is un- 
bounded, and whole books full of charming 
morceaux are gone through with a persevering 
assiduity, which nothing but the happy an- 
nouncement of carriages, or the absolute defec- 
tion of the majority of the party can possibly 
put a stop to. 

James, at the conclusion of Miss Fisherton^s 
performance, thought it but right to declare that 
he had never heard any thing so delightful in the 
whole course of his life ; Grace protested that 
it was perfection. Mrs. Chatterton exclaimed, 
and the Colonel vowed, and every body thought 
the matter ended ; — but they were deceived ; for 
the rubber being concluded, Mr. Lazenby beg- 
ged Emma to g^ve him only three things, the 
Persian Air, the Palanquin-bearer^s Song, and 
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the Nautch danoe^ whidi he had got at Futty- 
ghur, all of wliidi were duly performed, to the 
infinite delight of Mesors. Curry and Bkae, 
whose juvenility seemed to return at the sound 
of the discordant jingling which fell upon their 
ears; and innumerable jokes and allusions 
(which fortunately were wholly unintelligible to 
the profane) passed between the trio of retired 
nabobs. 

At length the moment of separation came ; 
carriages were called up, and the ladies retired. 
Mr. Lazenby beckoned James aside, and 
begged to see him at one the next day, adding 
that he had no doubt that the ladies would en- 
list him under their banners for the rest of the 
morning. The Rajah also invited him specially 
to dinner. James, quite delighted with thes^ in- 
dubitable proofs of the Burrah SaaVs good opi- 
nion and kind intentions towards him, took 
leave, and on his departure, fancied that he 
extorted something like a smile of approbation 
from Miss Lazenby : he took her little cold 
hand, as usual, within his own, and pressed \t — 
in vain — it dropped from his grasp as if it had 
been lifeless, and he quitted the house with 
all Emma's beauties dancing before his eyes. 
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thinking, charming as she actually was, how 
much more agreeable Grace would be if she 
were but a littk more animated. 

Such dreams James enjoyed ; such congenial 
visions flitted before him in his slumbers ; such 
reflections cheered his waking moments, as are 
indescribable: the splendour and magnificence 
of style in which his father-inJaw lived; the 
prospect not only of participatuig in all the 
luxuries of his establishment, and all the gaieties 
of his parties during his Ufe^time, but of ac- 
tually and ei^tirely possessing the wealth, and 
the enjoyments which wealth produces, after th^ 
old gentleman's retirement to another and a 
better world; the calculations which he lay 
making as to the most economical mode of keep- 
ing up a great appearance ; the resolutions he 
formed as to what sum he should receive down 
by way of portion ; the consideration where he 
should fix his residence ; the manner in which 
he ^ould behave towards his brother, under 
the circumstances of his unfortunate connexion 
with the Busbridges, of whose family, he had 
not the slightest doubt. Colonel Fitzmaunce^s 
rascally valet was actually a worthy member ; 
what number of servants he should keep; 
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yfhat horses, what carriages: — all these mo- 
mentous concerns kept his mind in active em- 
ployment ; and it was not till near eleven that 
he found himself at breakfast in the New Hum- 
mums coffee-room. 

The post arrived, and brought letters from 
Bath and from Ringsworth. That from his 
sister was full of tender solidtude about him, 
abd of apprehension as to George^s comfort.' 
The dreadful absence of all intellectual wealth, 
Jane thought, would of itself blight the bright 
prospect of happiness ; but die actual substi- 
tution of sensuality for sentiment, — evident 
signs of which had displayed themselves in 
Mrs. George's Sutherland's conduct and cha- 
racter during the stay of her mother-in-law 
and Jane at Ringsworth, — must, as the anxious 
prl was convinced, produce certain misery. The 
old lady and her daughter, however, were in 
good health, and most anxious to hear more of 
James, and, through him, of George ; for the 
head of the house was but an indifferent cor- 
respondent, and held letter-writing, when the 
writer had nothing to say, a work of super- 
isrogation. 
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That being the avowed principle of Mr. 
George Sutherland, James was assured, when 
he saw a letter from his brother, that something 
actually had happened, which he considered of 
importance ; and all the apprehension he felt 
in breaking the seal of the despatch from Rings- 
worth was, that some event had occurred in the 
menage which might possibly interfere with his 
own views and prospects. But, as he read the 
following description of his brother^s unhap- 
piness, and ascertained that his distress did not 
immediately affect his own interests, he became 
gradually relieved from his needless perturbation 
and groundless apprehensions. The letter ran 
as follows : 

« Rings worth, June 8 th. 

*^ Deab James, — To be laughed at when 
one means to be serious is, perhaps, one of the 
most painful things in the world. I seldom 
have tried to put on grave airs or sad looks ; 
but whenever I have made the attempt I have 
generally failed. At this very moment I ho- 
nestly declare to you that I am suffering deeply 
and bitterly ; and yet I am sure, when you read 
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« 

the detail of my distresses, you will laugh 
at me, and say — ^truly enough-— that I have 
brought them all upon myself. 

*' If I had attended to the counsel of a younger 
brother— younger in years, but much my senior 
in wisdom — I riiould now have been, as you, I 
trust, will shortly be,*-happy, and oomfcnrtably 
and respectably established in the world, — but 
I have ever been the giddy, foolish, har&rbrained 
fellow you used to call me. Why, why, my 
dear James, did not you go with me to that in- 
fernal watering-place? had you been at my 
elbow, I am sure I should have been spared all 
this." 

Very true, thought James; but then, per- 
haps, I should have lost Grace Lazenby by 
the trip; and so he philosophically satisfied 
himself with the prudence of his conduct, 
which, in all probability, had been the cause 
of his brother'^s ruin. He sipped his tea, 
buttered a new square of toast, ate a bit, and 
recommenced reading. 

^^ In the first place, dear James, Emily^s 
father has written to me, reooimting all the cir- 
cumstances of that abominable affair at Liver- 
pool, informing me that he is at Lancaster 



' THE fldTTHEBLANDS. 90 

tread-mill, living upon oatmeal porridge, and 
a qtuffter of a pound of cheese weekly ; that his 
Sunday's dinner is half a pound of boiled beef ; 
and that he has to mount thirty-eight times the 
height of the Monimient daily. The favour 
he a«ks is, that I will make interest to get him 
speedily transported, according to his sentence. 
Only consider, my dear James, the head of the 
Sutherlands of Ringsworth making interest 
with Mr. Peel to get his father-in-law trans- 
ported by way of a personal favour ! What 
am I to do ?— -It is a question I cannot myself 
answer ; but these foreign difficulties, as I con^* 
sider them, axe inferior, in point of personal 
inconvenience, to the disarrangements of my 
domestic affairs. The Major and the Lieu- 
tenant were so extremely careless in dieir con- 
duct towards my wife's sisters, that the maidi» 
servants would not stay in the family; poor 
old Winter the housekeeper has actually left 
me ; and even this, my dear James, is not all 
— ^poor Carr, my father's faithful Carr, my ex- 
cellent Carr, is dead-— the late hours and bus- 
tle brought on a fever, and he is at this moment 
lying on the bed he had for fifty-two years 
occupied in this house, a corpse. 
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<^ All this has occurred in the course of the 
few days since your departure ; which^ I verily 
believe, brought things to a criins, for certainly 
the girls stood more in awe of you than of any 
body else. I have been forced to beg them to 
leave us, and they are gone with their friends^ 
the Major and the Lieutenant, on a tour. The 
thing, my dear James, is too glaring to be 
eoncealed; and however much I may disUke 
completely * knocking under' to my younger 
brother, I am obliged to admit my folly and 
indiscretion, and apply to you for advice in my 
present very delicate circumstances. 

'^ Emily herself I have no fault to find with : 
she is good-natured, and has acceded to my 
wish, that she should part with her maid Tra- 
cey, whose connexion with her I thought a 
sufficient reason for her removal. I have set- 
tled ei^ty pounds ar-year upon Aer, and I made 
the two girls presents of two hundred pounds 
each at Emily^s solicitation, and, indeed, as a 
sort of bribe to get rid of them ; for their con- 
duct was unbearable, particularly for the last 
two days. I lost about seventy guineas to the 
Major at billiards, and about twice as much to 
the Lieutenant at ecartcy but I have no sus- 
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pidon of unfairness : indeed, if I had, I should 
submit ; . for my only chance is to keep the nu*- 
merous branches of Emily's family in good hu- 
mour, and prevent any explosion. My present 
intention, if I can prevail upon her to agree to 
it, is to vi»t the Continent, and remain abroad 
for some time. I hate France, and detest Italy, 
but I think any pl^ce better than the neigh- 
bourhood where I am known ; for so much has 
transpired through the gossiping of servants, 
that none of our friends will visit us ; and I could 
not endure the coldness with which they re- 
turned my wife^s acknowledgments after church, 
so that my invariable rule of attending Divine 
service has, for the last three weeks, been 
broken through, and the benefit of a good ex- 
ample lost to my tenants : — but what is to be 
done ? 

^^ I have been thinking that, were we to go 
abroad, you, perhaps, would like to occupy 
Ringsworth; if so, my dear James, it is quite 
at your service. 3hould it be agreeable to 
you, instead of letting it, (as I at one time in- 
tended,) and removing or selling the furniture, 
fee. it shall be entirely at your service, for 
whatever time you may choose to occupy it, 

VOL. I. F 
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and I shall leave the library, the cellar, and 
the stable, fumidied for your use : tell me if 
they will be' acceptable, and whether you ap- 
prove of my Continental scheme. I own it has 
very much the air of a break-up, but the mis- 
fortune is entirely of my own seeking, and I 
shall, at all events, feel happier, if you oc- 
cupy the old house than a stranger, and your 
fortune (if you marry Miss Lazenby,) will fully 
justify your doing so. Turn these things in 
your mind, and then write to me at your first 
leisure moment ; and believe me, 

My dear James, always 

Your a£Pectionate Brother, 

George Sutuerlani).*' 

'' F. S.— I have had good accounts from 
Bath so late as the 5th." 

^^ The Continental plan," said James to him* 
self, as he folded up the letter, ^^ is an excellent 
plan. In the first place it will leave me Rings- 
worth,— and Bingsworth is the very sort of thing 
I wanted ; and the horses, and the wines, and 
the books, are so many additional agreiTiens 
which I could not expect to find anywhere 



THE SUTHBELAND8. 99 

else ; and then, besidefl^ my brother^s absence 
from England will secure me from any of the 
importunities of his wife's relations, and all 
difficulty about the introduction of Grace to 
the set will be got over.^ 

James, in the midst of these pleasing calcula- 
tions, however, lamented the unnecessary gift of 
two hundred pounds to the girls, and regretted 
the death of Carr, particularly just at this junc- 
ture ; because, beyond the natural affection 
which he bore him, he knew that he was ac- 
counted a very prudent and careful servant, and 
had not during forty years raised, his wages* 
which James felt inclined to believe were infi- 
nitely more moderate than those demanded by 
the ordinary run of butlers of the present day. 

James resolved, therefore, upon counselling 
his brother speedily to put into executkm bis 
design of travelling, and had hardly finished his 
breakfast before he vrrote his acknowledgments 
for the offer of Ringsworth, and his acceptance 
of it : having prepared whidi for the post, he 
proceeded by appointment to Portland Place, 
where he hoped the exemplary tenant of the 
mansion would come to somethii^ like business; 
although, it must be confessed, his own expressed 

f2 
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desire of seeing a little of James before he de« 
cided, somewhat lessened the hope of any thing 
conclusive in the present stage of the acquaint^ 
ance. 

Mr. Lazenby, however, received Sutherland 
with much warmth and cordiality — told him 
that his old friends Curry and Bice were quite 
pleased with the sentiments which in the course 
of the day he had expressed ; that he was him* 
self obliged again to leave town ; that the place 
of his destination was Cheltenham; that he 
should return in a few days : and in the mean 
time begged James to consider Portland-place 
his pied d terre ; recommended his removal from 
the Hiimmums to'some hotel in that neighbour^ 
hood, and threw out that, except a sleeping* 
room, every accommodation would be afforded 
him in his house ; and that, in short, under the 
tutelage of Mrs. Chatterton, Grace was to be 
placed in his charge. 

" At the end of the week,^ added the indul- 
gent father, "I shall return; and then, Mr. 
Sutherland, I hope we shall make such arrange- 
ments as may be satisfactory to all parties.^ 

Saying which, after squeezing his hand in the 
most cordial manner, he led him up-stairs, 
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where, in the back drawing-room, tiffin was 
prepared, consisting of a variety of European 
and Asiatic dishes, eyery thing warm to excess 
I except Miss Lazenby harself, who looked as 
prim and as demure as ever. Her light hair 
formally parted over her forehead, her little frill 
as regularly plaited as if it had been marble, 
her cold pink hands, and her cold pale cheeks, 
and her slate-coloured gown, and her lead-co- 
loured boots, and her russet sash, — ^what with 
their chilliness and their preciseness, gave her 
the appearance of an ked milliner: however, to 
Jameses eye she seemed all sense and sensibility, 
for he loved the diffident divinity whose silence 
is eloquence, and whose timidity is conquest. 

" Grace, my dear,** said^ the Nabob, " the 
carriage is at the door, and therefore, under 
the awful sanction of Mrs. Chatterton, I resign 
you to the special guardianship of Mr. Suther- 
land/' 

Any other girl would have blushed up to the 
eyes at such a speech ; instead of which Grace 
smiled just sufficiently to show the lower half 
of her upper teeth, and inclined her head slaii- 
iingly, — said nothing, and looked another way. 

" There is the box at the Opera for 
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Saturday, Mrs. Chatterton," said Mr. Lazenby, 
** and Mr. Rice's pew at the New Maryla- 
bonne church on Sunday. I leave Evans and 
the barouche ; so that you will find all arrange- 
ments made. And as for you, Mr. Sutherland, 
you have nothing to do but to direct my esta^ 
blishment — they have th^ orders to obey your 
commands.^' 

Overwhelmed with the kindness of the white 
Rajah, James hardly knew how to express his 
acknowledgments; and before he could suffi- 
ciently collect himself to make a speech, his 
magnificent father-in-law had tenderly em- 
braced Grace, after which shaking hands, with 
Mrs. Chatterton and the intended husband of 
his child, he descended the staircase on his way 
to Cheltenham. 

To attempt to describe Jameses sensations 
when he recovered from his surprise and rap- 
ture, and found himself actually acting-gra:nd- 
master of the mansion in Portland-place, is far 
beyond my feeble powers. The only drawback 
in his mind (and it flashed across it immediate- 
ly,) was the necessity, which he apprehended 
he should be under, of tipping the servants; 
however he calculated that it would not b^ 
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essential to do so in Ui« outset, and that, at all 
events, his other e^cpenses would be so cur- 
tailed by his resid^ce at his father-in4aw\ as to 
make a pretty feir show on the credit side of his 
imaginary account* 

His gratitude, however, to Mrs. Trainer was 
strong ; he felt that to her recommendatory let- 
ter more was owing than to any thing dse, and 
as he wi^ed at onoe to write to her to thank 
her for the progress he had made in his matri- 
monial campaign, he took the opportunity of 
inclosing a note to his servant, begging her to 
allow her boy to step with it to Ringsworth- 
house, thereby saving the amount of postage, 
which his man would naturally have charged 
him; and thus economically conveying his 
€(»nmands to the said man to come up to town 
— a measure of which he now saw the utility, 
inasmuch as the domestic would of course fol- 
low the example of his master, and quarter 
himself in die servants' hall of that house, 
whose first table was under the immediate di- 
rection of his immediate superior* 

It would be matter of no amusement to the 
worldly reader to narrate how James canted on. 
the war during the few days in which his father- 
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in-law was absent, nor to detail how he mounted 
the snowy stairs of the Opera House, esoorting 
the lively widow and the pallid virgin to their 
box on the first circle, or how he squeezed 
through the room and bustled down to the hall 
to call up Miss La^enby^s carriage ; it would 
not add to the entertainment of my readers to 
depict the *devoted lover in the pew of our 
wealthy and yellow friend Mr. Rice at the liew 
church of Saint Marylabonne, to which building, 
by the way, the double gallery gives very much 
the air of a theatre, (an appearance not a little 
increased by the tawdry dresses of its visitants,) 
and in which the closetis of the select few re- 
semble private boxes, rather than the modest 
seclusions of a place of worship. These ex- 
traordinary features, added to the peep-hole ex-* 
hibition of a trumpery transparency through the 
body of the organ, produce an effect in the totit 
ensemble as little calculated to inspire devotion, 
as the exhibition of a magic lantern in another 
place to the tones of a similar instrument on a 
smaller scale. Sufiice it to say, that' time flew 
with that proverbial rapidity so ill suited to his 
age, that Jameses servant arrived in town as di- 
rected, and took his post exactly where it was 
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intended that he should take it ; that James him* 
self discovered a sort of hotel in Portland-street 
which fully answered the purpose of a sleeping, 
place, and that on the Thursday following his 
departure the illustrious Bengalee^ Alexander 
Lazenby, Esq. returned to his daughter and his 
domicile in London. 

The evening after his arrival was indeed a 
momentous one : Lazenby and James were tite d 
tttej the claret full*bodied, and high in fla- 
vour, the conversation continued agreeable and 
vivacious ; till at length Mr. Alexander Lazenby 
turned the course of the colloquy to something 
like matters of business. 

•« Well,^ said he, " James,''— he called him 
James, and the change of style was not lost upon 
Sutherland, — " And how have you made it out 
during my absence !" 

" As well as we could, Sir, without you/' 

'*' Sutherland,'' said Lazenby^ ^^ I think after 
observing the line of conduct which I have 
adopted, you can have but little doubt of my in 
tentions. I have made such enquiries with re- 
spect to you as have proved highly satisfactory : 
I have seen such conduct as is to me particularly 
gratifying. I most gladly anticipate your wishes, 

f5 
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and those of my poor little Grace, by saying that 
I fully and entirely approve of thai which I know 
it is your mutual desire I should sanction.'^ 

James drew his handkerdbief from his pocket, 
imd covered his face — the Nabob thought, to hide 
the feelings of rapture at receiving such a prize aa 
his daughter : — such indeed were the feelings ci 
her youthful lover, but they were, alas ! excited 
rather by the consciousness of her immense 
wealth, than by any sentiment of devotion to 
her person. 

^^ Come, Sutherland, come,^ continued her fa- 
ther, " be a man,-— take your wine, — ^help your- 
self, — come, come,^— and the old gentleman rose 
and stood before the fireplace, and patted his 
future son-in-law on the shoulder encouragingly. 
" Sir,'' sobbed out James, " I cannot speak," 
— and he seized his hand, and pressed it fer- 
vently. 

** Take some wine, Sutherland," continued 
the Mabob, who was a staunch advocate for the 
juice of the grape ; to his singular and unvarying 
patronage of which, might, I believe, be attri- 
buted the healthful contrast his appearance af- 
forded to the general run of dry-skinned, lac- 
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laden, mkerable, mortals, annually imported 
jGrom the same region. 

^^ It is necessary we should talk a little ri^ 
tionally/' added Lazenby, ^^ for, my dear friend, 
however romantic loye may be at your time of 
life, there must be the quoifaire^ the materieln^ 
Now with respect to Grace^s fortune ^'' 

At this mom«it James recoyered his self-pos- 
session in a most miraculous manner, and wiping 
his eyes, said : — 

Yes, Sir P''— interrc^atively. 
With respect to herfcMuae, I shall caodidly 
tell you what I propose to doz-^in the first 
ptoce ^ ■ 

Here a thimdering knock at the hall door an- 
nounced a new aniyaL 

'^ I propose,^ continued Mr. Xiazaiiby, *^ to 
setde a regular sum upon Grace, ifribxch of 
course will heox a due proportion to*«- 

^^ Mr. Biee, Sir,'' exclavned a servant, 
dirowing open the door of the dinnefwparloiir, 
and ushering in the j^How shade of die isetinmed 
Nabob. 

^^ My dear Bice, how are you?^ said !«• 
2enby : ^ I am delighted to see you.^' 
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^^ The d^uce take hiin!"thougbt James, ^^just 
at this moment — ^this important, interesting, mo-> 
ment— " 

^^ Lazenby/' said Rice, ^< I am gkd to find 
you back: I called in at Lloyd^ in Harky* 
street, and heard from Sir Christopher Coddle, 
whom I left there just now reading yesterday's 
newspapers, tlutt you were arrived in town; 
so I determined to call and see whether you 
wanted one for your rubber/' 

And thus was abruptly terministed the most 
delicate and momentous conversation in which 
James had ever partidpated. 

The coffee, the chasse, the whist, (in which 
be was compelled to join,) the Indian anecdotes, 
the merriment of Mrs Chatterton, the placid 
amiability of Miss Lazenby, were alike sicklied 
oV with the pale hue of indifference, and were 
equally uninteresting to poor Sudierland: the 
Fates had cut the thread of a discourse as 
important to him as life itself, and much more 
so than love ; and when he was pronounced at 
twelve oVlock a loser of four guineas by the 
game, his feelings towards the haggard Croesus 
whose partner he had been, and in an associa- 
tion with whom, he had thus been despoiled of 
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his property, were almost too sttbog for endu- 
rance. However, the bxi^t ray ci hope was 
rekindled when he was again summoned to the 
council for the following day, and when Mr, La- 
zenby added that Mr. Casay, his attorney, 
would dine with them, and a clear expose of af* 
fairs would be laid before them: — ^this solaced 
all his sorrows, this compensated for all his 
losses,-«4md his slumbers at the hotel were only 
disturbed by dreams of wealth and happiness. 

In the morning James wrote a long letter to 
George, thanking him for his oiFer of Rings- 
worth, explaining all his movements, and in- 
forming him that he intended in the first in- 
stance, as soon as he was married, to proceed to 
Bath, where in the society of his mother and 
sister, after a due and decent seclusion from the 
world, he and his amiable bride might enjoy that 
cahn and rational felicity which he anticipated 
from an union with so mild and gentle a help- 
mate ; and that, at the expiration of that period, 
if convenient, he would retire to Ringsworth. 

In addition to thiis, James wrote to his friend 
Mrs. Trainer, and was, for once, animated by a 
feeUng inexplicable even to himself: it originated 
certainly in gratitude, but it was gratitude for 
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gratificadon, it was a feeling bottomed upon an 
anxiety at onoe to secure and soothe a friend ; 
and now certain of his prize b j her agency, he 
felt it honourable and right, without a thresher ^ 
to fulfil his engagement to his ancient and dis- 
creet ally. Folding, therefore, into an envelope, 
with infinite care, the bond which she had given 
him for the advanced fifteen hundred pounds, 
from which he had previously lam h^ signature, 
he wrote a few lines cautioudy worded so as not 
to betray the ari^nal intenti<ni of lending, and 
the present motive for giving the old gentlewo- 
man a sum so important to his happiness. He 
despatched his pacqu^ to ^^ Belmont EstabHsh- 
ment,^ and proceeded to the fiEunily dinner of 
his father-in-law at Portland Place. 

Now indeed was the crisis of his fate at hand, 
every thing smiled : even Grace herself looked 
more than hal£4ilive: the servants, by their 
pointed civilities, thdr sealous activity in open- 
ing and shutting, announcing and ushering in, 
declared the joyous moment at hand, when, as 
second in command of the establishment, he 
should reign and rule without controL 

Mr. Casay, punctual to tune, made his v^ 
pearance : Mr. Lazenby accompanied htpi to the 
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drawing-room, and again did James support his 
beloved to the banquet. Mr. Lazenby appeared 
in excellent sfnrits, Mrs. Chatt^ton was all 
smiles and i^mrkle, and the solidtor as cautious 
and complimentary as a lawyer could be« 

Every moment seemed an age to James till 
the ladies motioned to retire ; for such was the 
character of his affection for Grace, that he could 
endure the anxiety of absence better than the 
suspense wiA which he was tortured as to the 
sum total of her worldly endowments. 

The fffir ones gone, the door closed, James 
felt the renewal of those apprehensive palpita- 
tions which the interrupted conversation of the 
preceding evening had previously excited. 

^^ Ring the bell,^ said Lazenby to Caaay. 

His order was obeyed, as almost instantly was 
the summons. 

^^ If any body calls this evening,'^ said La- 
zenby to the butler, ^^ desire that they may be 
shewn into the drawing-room. I shall be busy." 

The butler bowed, and retired. 
Help yourself, Stltherland :-*Casay, some 



a 



wine.** 



The glasses were filled. 
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^^ Did you look over that paper, Casay ?'* 
asked the master of the house. 

" I did, Sir," replied the Lawyer, " and it 
seems to me that it may either be done on the 
Devonshire or the Worcestershire property ; 
just as you like.'' 

Did you enquire about the Trunk shares ?'' 
Yes, Sir, there is the paper,'' said the 
Lawyer, handing a document to Lazenby. 

^^ I do not apologize, Sutherland," said the 
urbane Nabob, " for talking on business before 
y(niy because, in point of fact, you are chiefly 
concerned in it." 

James bowed, and looked uncommonly 
sheepish. 

^^ Ah !" said Lazenby, having carefully per- 
used the paper : ^^ that might do, but I think 
the security upon^ those ^small bonds just as 
good." 

" Oh, quite !" said the lawyer. 

^^ At all events there can be no difficulty," 
observed Lazenby. 

" No, Sir," said Casay, ** I should think not ;" 
—and they both laughed most archly and agree- 
ably. 

" Mr; Sutherland," said Lazenby, " Mr. 
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Casay is my right hand, my privy-councillor and 
adviser>-«i>^indeed I hardly know what I should 
do without him :''— Casay bowed : — " we may 
therefore, indeed must be explidt and candid 
Mrithhim: — ^he is fuUy aware of the proposed 
ratification of the engagement between my little 
Grace and yourself.'* 

James bowed. 

^^ I have had a long and serious conversa- 
tion with her upon the subject; and as you 
have already plainly expressed your wishes, 
I can have no difSculty in giving my con- 
sent.*" 

" Sir, you do me honour ; your kindness,**' 
said James, " is '' 

" Justice — Justice, my dear Mr. Sutherland : 
I say, and always have said, as my excellent 
friend Casay here knows, let marriages be of 
hearts, and not of hands alone. Grace is a 
very good and discreet girl, appar^itly of a 
sweet disposition, and she has made her elec* 
tion. She is quite old enough to judge for 
herself, and God knows there is no reaison why 
she should be thwarted; so fill your glass, 
Casay, and we will drink happiness to the 
young couple.*' 
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This ceremony haviiig been fully and duly 
performed, James thought it absolutely ne^ 
cessary to eulogise hi$ intended pme> to make 
the most unqualified avowals of his affection and 
esteem, and to predict that in the possession of 
hety he should enjoy the greatest posinble bless- 
ing this world could bestow. 

A thundering knock at the hall^oor an-> 
nounced one c^ those ev^iing arriyals so fre* 
quent in the family ; the visiUn", however, pass- 
ed up-stairs. 

" Sutherland,'^ said Mr. Lazenby, " I have 
nevw yet — ^for with me, I do assure you, it 
is not the primary object — enquired as to the 
extent of your patrimony.'* 
. *' As a younger brother, Sir," said James, 
^^ I have, I fear, but little to offer in the way 
of wealth; but as candour is indispensable 
upon such occasions as these, I think it my 
duty to say, that four hundred pounds per 
annum in the present state oi affiiirs is the 
maximum of my income. I have recently di-» 
minished my stock c^ funded fM'operty, and I 
believe I can call scarcdy more than two thou, 
sand pounds my own as capital,* 

No surprise, no anger, no disappointment 
manifested itself in the countenance of La- 
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zenby at this declaration of James's very small 
fortune ; on the contrary, he turned to Casay 
and observed that it was very siiitable; to which 
Casay assented. 

Another thundering knock announced ano- 
ther arrival. 

" Mr. Sutherland,** said Lazenby, " Mr. Ca^. 
say and myself have been considering the best 
means of settling upon Grace an adequate 
income proportionate to that which you possess ; 
and your recent declaration puts us quite at 
our ease. I have made an arrangement to 
allow her three hundred pounds per annum 
for her life ; and you will, I am sure, permit me, 
without feeling oflPended, to throw in five hun- 
dred just to make up her corbeille du fna- 
riage*' 

James bowed, and thought he misunderstood 
all that had passed. 

^^ Justice to my family,'' continued Lazen- 
by, " will not allow me to do more for the 
poor child. Emma Fisherton, whom you see 
here generally, and her mother, will, of course, 
inherit all my property when I retire from the 
world ; for although I really feel a father's af- 
fection for Grace, yet, as she is a natural child, 
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I think I should not be warranted in taking 
from my sister^s family more than that which I 
now propose." * 

A third tremendous peal at the door aiForded 
James a favourable opportunity of starting 
back at the instant, which movement was in 
fact produced by the killing annunciation of the 
nature of Mis% Lazenby's relationship to the 
Nabob, and the consequent insignificance of her 
fortune,— a circumstance which had never, by 
the remotest chance, entered into his calcula- 
tions. 

Lazenby was Sufficiently a man of the world 
to perceive in a moment the electric effect 
which his unwelcome communication had upon 
his hearer ; but, resolved to conclude his bar- 
gain, he continued : " Your repeated expres- 
sions of attachment to Grace, my dear Suther- 
land, have convinced me of the pure and dis- 
interested nature of your attachment; and 
should you pursue your intention of taking 
orders, I think, as a clergyman's wife, my lit- 
tle girl will be invaluable to you." 

James endeavoured to utter something lau- 
datory of her virtue and mildness, and other 
excellent qualities ; but he faltered and stam« 
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mered, till Lazenby, wishing to misunderstand 
the feelings he had excited, much after the 
fashion of the man who declared that he never 
gave less, when the butler earnestly represented 
that he had tipped him a shilling instead of a 
sovereign, continued to eulogize his natural 
daughter, and commend his own liberality, till 
at length James did get out something like an 
expression of dissent and disappointment as to 
the proposed annuity for his beloved. 

He was apprehensive that there would be a 
difficulty in ^^ making it out ^' upon so small an 
income : his object was any thing rather than pe- 
cuniary advantage in the match ; but still he did 
not feel justified in exposing a young lady to 
the inconvenience of a diminished establishment ; 
and so on. All however in vain, — ^the Nabob 
reiterated the catalogue of his daughter's good 
qualities, the contentedness of her disposition, 
and his perfect conviction that her happness 
was decided and secure. 

In the midst of all the hurry and bustle of 
this declaration of the real state of the con- 
nexion, the servants announced coiFee, and 
moreover, that Lord Springfield was arrived, 
which information brought the Nabob speedily 
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from his seat, and, smadcing James paternally 
on the back, he led the way to the drawing- 
room, saying joyously as he passed him, ^^ To- 
morrow, Sutherland, we sign and seal/' 

James bowed and smiled ; and the next mo- 
ment recollected the cancelled bond of Mrs. 
Trainer, the bribe of fifteen hundred pounds 
which he had given to be introduced into a fa- 
mily, in order to make a connexion with the na- 
tural daughter of a Nabob, possessed c^ a life- 
interest in three hundred pounds p^ annum. 
The Lawyer, like hb client, was too mudi of an 
adept to be decayed as to the nature of Suther- 
land's real feelings, and was even oa the point of 
making an enquiry whether Mr. Sutherland had 
not all aloi^ known that Grace was illegitimate, 
when prudence checked him, and he changed his 
intended address with a renewed observation 
about coffee and the ladies. 

Wben they reached the drawing-room, James's 
eyes sought those of Grace, concluding that she 
was aware of the nature of the conversation 
which had been passing in the dinner-parbur, 
and expecting a show of interesting confunon in 
her ccmntenance ; butno,— ^there she sat, looking 
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with the most composed {daddity at a snuff-box 
belonging to one of the Nabobs, in the top of 
which was seme curious oriental stone, to the 
natural history of which, detailed to her by its 
venerable owner, she appeared to be listening 
with the most unmixed attention. 

I^erent indeed to this stiU-life exhibition 
was that of the animated Miss Fisherton, who 
was seated at her eternal harp, surrounded by 
beaux, eaieh proffering his aid in some small 
particular : with them, she sat the fittle deity of 
the drawing-room, joking, and laughing at jokes, 
and criticisang poets, painters, and nngers, lend> 
ing her willing ear to welcome bits of scandal, 
and dealing out satirical remarks with sufficient 
grace to make her audit(nrs believe that they, 
when absent, did not furnish their sparkling 
oracle with subjects for the amusement of others. 

Lord Springfield and the Nabob were in ear- 
nest conversation in a distant comer of the 
room; and this circumstance, added to the firm- 
ness with which the Honourable Colonel, his 
Lordship's son and heir, maintained his post as 
kaf'turner to the fascinating performer, led 
James to believe that AtV, would not be the only 
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wedding shortly to be celebrated in the family. 
But how differeht were all his other feeUngs on 
the subject from those which filled his breast 
when he was last in the same room : he looked 
firound and saw what was going on, merely to be 
mortified ; his wonted philosophy was not a little 
discomposed when Casay, who, b^ng by no 
means calculated for the belle assemblee congre* 
gated about Miss Fisherton, was left straggling 
and insulated, sought James as a companion, 
and made an observation upon the beauty of 
that charming and accomplished young lady. 

When the minute inspection of the snuff-box 
by Grace had ended, its owner betook himself 
to that quarter of the saloon where stood the 
accustomed whist-table, leaving, as he felt it 
correct to do, the place next the young lady va- 
cant for its rightful owner. To take it was ine- 
vitable, to avoid it impossible, — ^and James 
seated himself by his betrothed, overwhelmed 
with feelings which I fear I have not the power 
to describe so as to convey an adequate idea of 
their exces^nve unpleasantness. 

He had taken the dedded step, and he was 
bound to marry the ^rl : he looked at her as he 
sat down, and thought, — ^not as he had hereto- 
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fen*e thought, that her countenance, though 
plainish, was full of expression, or that her eyes 
were intelligent, or that her nuumers were win- 
ning, or that her conversation, when die talked^ 
was rational: — No, he had been coaxing himself 
for the last three months into a belief of all 
this; because she was an heiress ;— but now he 
looked at her a3 a child would look at a leaden 
to J after its gilding had been stripped off — he 
saw. her in all her native imperfection, and only 
wondered how he could ever have been so 
foolish as to entertain the hope of compensating 
to himself for the want .of attractions in a wife, 
by riches. 

. Then the ridicule to which he should be ex- 
posed from those who /w^ere in his confidence, 
and to whom he had entrusted his project. — 
Then the loss of his fifteen hundred pounds, and 
his temerity and precipitation in returning Mrs. 
Trainer^s bond, — then the necessary abandon- 
ment of Ringswordi,— then the perpetual union 
with such a dull, diminutive dowdy, as he all at 
once discovered his delicate, retiring Grace to 
be ; and above all the iMuhersemerit of his ima- 
ginary plans of comfort, splendour, and self-gra- 
tification, and the abrupt failure of the whole of 

VOL. I. G 
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a well-laid |^n, concocted in a mind devoted 
through life to the one sole object of money- 
getting; all crowded into his imagination, and 
made him at once bolli sonowfiil and angry. 

A ffllence ol some minutes succeeded his as- 
sumption of the seat next Grace; and when she 
broke that silence, (which, strange to say, she 
did,) she enquired *^ whether her papa had been 
engaged in bu^ness, since, contrary to usual 
custom, hU friends had made their appessraBoe 
before him in the drawing-room. 

Whether the Iktie thing, calm and cold as 
it looked, really wished to induce a conversa- 
tion upon the subject which her equa% cold, 
but alas ! not equally calm lov^ most sedu- 
lously desired to avoid, I cannot say; nor indeed 
can I report what James mi^t have replied, to 
her question, for owing to some untoward dr- 
cumstance, or consequent p^haps upon some 
remark of Miss Fisherton, the moment Grace 
b^an her appeal, a sudden tittering, somewhat 
savouring of ill-breeding, commenced in the 
circle, and Emma suddenly abandoning her oc- 
cupation of turning over the leaves t^ her m»- 
sic-books, elevated her glass to her sparkling 
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eye in order to^asceriain whether the lovers 
were actually in communication. 

Grace, whose back was turned towards the 
smirking group, did not perceive this evolution ; 
but James did, and a whisper from Colonel 
Fitzmikurice to Emma, and a consequent smile- 
covering frown frmn the young lady, brought at 
once to his mind his real pointion in the esta- 
blishment: he silw in an instant that he had 
been selected to take a person out of the family 
whom it was desirable to remove; he hqd alt 
along heim treated as osie who amid know no- 
thing of the world or its afiairs ; and now that 
he had ascertained the actual nature of Orace^s 
connexion with the house of Lazenby, he was 
less surprised at the cavalier treatment he had 
hitherto experienced than before. 

This discovery to one who, like James, was 
proud as well as mean, was most galling in its 
charact^; and to speak truth it was wHh the 
greatest difficulty he mustered sufficient courage 
and philosophy to reply to the question of his 
bdoved under the heavy woght of his own afflic- 
tions, and the heavy fire of ngnifieant glances 
from his im£eeling perseeutors. 

g2 
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Such an evening of restraint and uneasiness, 
so many artificial smiles, so much aflSBCted plea- 
sure, so much real anxiety, my politic lover, 
now caught in his own snare, had never before 
experienced in the whole course of his metho- 
dical life ; but Grace was still the same, she was 
immovable and unmoved; and, although to a 
sensitive girl of feeling and passion, the altera- 
tion in her lovef 's manner (as little changed 
as possible it is true) would have been instantly 
perceptible, in her it appeared not to make the 
smallest difference either as to feelings or re. 
gards, and she depoedted her little cold, pink, 
hand in that of Sutherland, when they 
parted for the evening, with as much inartiii- 
ciality as ever, and felt neither disappointment 
nor surprise when her lover omitted the custo- 
mary squeeze, which, although never yet re- 
turned, had hitherto been regularly ^ven. 

Casay early in the evening, retired from 
the brilliant display of Italian canzonetts and 
oriental whist, to the clear comprehension of 
which his intellect was hardly adequate ; but he 
departed not without having engaged himself 
and his client to ratify the necessary documents 
by which legal possession was to be given to the 
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second son of th^ Sutberlands, of a wife, and 
her life-interest in three hundred pounds per 
annum. 

Arrived at his hotel, James first hoped that 
all which had passed was visionary, — that he 
had dreamed a horrid dream, — but the more he 
reflected, the more he was assured of its dread- 
ful reality, and the more he considered, the 
clearer sounded in his ear, *^ life^interest in three 
hundred pounds per annum P 

James, it should be understood, was not a 
French scholar, and therefore puzzled himself 
mightily to understand what object it could pofe- 
sibly be upon which Mr. Lazenby proposed to 
expend five hundred pounds, in addition to the 
extremely liberal settlement which he had made ; 
and when he canvassed the whole affair and 
its arrangement in his mind, the respect he at 
first had entertained for the NaboVs liberality, 
turned into the most sovereign contempt for his 
mieanness. Grace's unsophistication again glared 
upon him a^ downright stupidity; and he de- 
nounced Mrs. Trainer by an appellation which 
it would be unseemly to repeat, and added that 
of swindler to all the rest of the epithets which 
be so liberally bestowed upon her. 
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It Was, ifideed, a galUng diBappointmeiit ; 
and James had, at die oHmieilt, nearly resolved 
upon breaking off the connexion at all haxaids, 
and starting for France, o^ Poyais, or Ota* 
heile, or America; at one moment it suggested 
itself to him as a good plan to abscond in the 
night, and leave his hat swimming in the Ser- 
pentine River, &€ rush forward pek-mele to 
Gretna Green, and marry the first ^rl who 
would have him. This last, however, appeared 
a measure somewhat too desperate to under- 
take rashly; for he held that it would be the 
height of temerity to *^ fly £pom evils that he 
knew, to others which he knew not of;*' and if 
he married at all, why Grace, though plain, was 
innocent, thou^ silly, mild, and though ge- 
nerally indifferent to all things, less so to him 
than to any thing else. Thus, by the time sleep 
.chained bis senses and steeped th^a in foiget* 
ftsfclness, he had made up his mind to endure 
the complete destruction of all his youthful 
hopes and eariy ambition, with the best posnble 
humour. 

Meanwhile mudb was doing at Bath ; Mrs. 
Sutherland was fast dechmng in health, and 
the waters were not what Jane wanted, to re- 
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store her bloom and spofits; deep-seated me- 
lancholy was her discn'der ; now that she was 
left more alone than before, die felt a powerful 
acoesaicm to her bp£ly ilk, and thus driven from 
their peaec£il home, the wretched couple of in- 
sulated females pined imd moped away their 
lives in a small house in Riv^s«street, pre* 
vented by th^ ill-health frcxn mingling in the 
doubtful pleasures of Bath in summor, where 
grass grows in every street and square, in 
which the scorching rays of the sun will allow 
the mis-plaoed herbage to spring- 

George heard df his mother's illness; and 
although determined upon the contmental trip, 
resolved not to leave England without pay- 
ing her a visit; he made sundry efforts to 
go to her alone, and threw out numerous hints 
to that efl^t, but Emily had never seen Bath, 
and therefore go i^ must, if he went; aiKl 
as it would have been harsh to deny her such 
an undoubted privilege as that of accompanying 
her husband to the home of his mother, Mr. 
Sutherland was compelled to submit to hep 
reasonable dbmand. 

Accordingly a journey was arranged and 
perfected; and after a short avowal of their 
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intention, * the happy' couple reached the York 
House, and Emily, suhdued in mannei^, once 
more paid her dutiful affection to her mother- 
in-law ; — ^biit she was not the natural laughing 
Emily, who, some weeks before, had romped 
and played the hoyden at Bingsworth ; her 
eye was dnll^ her brow was clouded^ and some- . 
thing there was, which preyed deepty upon her 
mind. My reader may recollect that she had 
accumulated a debt in the name of her husband ; 
she was aware that the announcement of his' 
intention to quit England would accelerate the 
demands of the tradesmen, to whom bills were 
owing; she saw in George's alteied manner, 
the ardent devotion of the lover subsided into 
the calmi affection of the husband ; she saw, too, 
that she had not the power to chain himr in- 
tellectually, and that when the bloom of the 
dieek should fade, and the sparkle of the eye 
grow dim, she possessed none of those real qua- 
lities, those integral virtues, those mental re- 
sources, by which the autumn of a married 
life is charmed, the winter of it <^eered. His 
indifference was marked, and the ' undisguised 
manner in which he expressed his want of de- 
ference to her judgment and opinicni, convinced 
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h^ that their existence was not destined to be 
happy, if passed together. 

It was the assurance in her mind that George 
did not love her with suiSdent devotion to 
overlook the indiscretions of which she had 
been guilty, that inspired her with a dread of 
ccmsequences, when the truth should oome to 
his knowledge; and she naturally felt a constant 
dread of its disclosure. Fear and love, they say, 
are incompatible; and true it is with Emily, that 
as the crisis approached, and as her apprehen- 
sions strengthened, so did her affection for her 
husband gradually diminish. She saw evidencesi 
of disappointment and vexation in all his ac- 
tions— «he heard in his conversations reproaches 
and rebukes by implicati(m, which escaped him 
involuntarily and unintentionally; in short, 
she saw, in spite of kind conduct and gentle 
bearing towards her, that George wished himself 
unmarried. A ^rl, whose mind was regulated 
neither by prindple nor religion, conscious as 
she was of deceptions never yet suspected by 
others, still uneasy at the present, and solicitous 
for the future, was likely eiK)ugh to find this 
wish infectious; and Emily, at the time she 

6 5 
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reached BaA, was half wild with oont^iding 
feelings, too powerful for descripticNd. 

-She ^ainly saw that Greorge repented of 
his marriage with her ; she saw that, in point 
of fact, he was ashamed of her; and she saw, 
moreover, that the condi^ct of his fiiends, whd 
go pointedly abstained from their usual in- 
teroouilse with him, had aggravated all his 
bitter fedii^. Her mortification at this, min- 
gled with that fear of consequences to which 
I have abeady alluded, excited in her, at first, 
reserve and mistrust, whidi progressively grew 
into coldness, and thence, alas ! into a determi- 
nation of quitting him eternally. It was with 
this resolution strong in her mind that she laid 
her aching head and her fluidied cheek upon 
her |h11ow the first night of their reindence at 
Bath. 

The pai^ans, the fedings of woman are so 
iU^proportioned in their strength to her con* 
stitution and corporeal powers, that the work- 
ings of an a^tated mind soon become endent 
in h^ appearanee. Emily was no loiter the 
lively thoughtless creature^ who, but a few 
months before, seemed formed but for pleasure 
and gaiety ^ her eye was sunken, and fixed 
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tUbe/tractedly upon some object that others saw 
not ; sighs heaved that snowy bososn which but 
a little time before had palpitated with rapture 
and with joy ; momentary blushes ^^ ever and 
anon^^ suffiised her else pale cheeky and pro- 
claimed some thought iiJiabiting her mind which 
should have found no harbour there ; she was 
restless, and silent, fiill of doubts and fears ; and 
her heart beat and her hand burned. She trem- 
bled when she heard her husband''s step; she 
sought to avoid him ; she saw her misery ; she 
felt it. Every thing around was tasteless to her 
saases^-colourless to her eye : one sole, one sin* 
gle object possessed^enthralled— overwhelmed 
her, — she loved {vwthev. 

When Jane behdd her sister4n«law after their 
separation, she uras startled: had Emily been 
unmarried, Jane would instantly have suspected 
the symptoms: shehad fek lovers bitter woe her- 
self; but Emily bek^ a wife, Jane, whose notions 
of the world had been gathered in the neighbour- 
hood of Ringsworth, and who thought all wo- 
men like her mother, never entertained the 
slightest suspicion of the existence of such a 
passion. Mrs. Sutherland, who also sawihe alte- 
ration in her daughter-in-law, attr^ted it to a 
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more natural cause, and merely calculated how 
long her son had been married; Jime^ whose 
pure mind was whoily incapable of drawing 
such sorts of inferences, sighed and wondered 
to herself what that had to do with it. 

In this stage of affairs a letter arrived from 
James Sutherland, annoimcing his approaching 
marriage with Grace ; in which, although the 
day was fixed for the following Thursday, he 
neither requested the attendance of any of 
his family, nor explained the disappointment 
of his deadest hopes and expectations. His 
mpdier coniddered his letter dry and cold, eveU 
for Atm, and was conscious of a change in his 
style frpm that which pervaded his last com- 
munication upon the same subject; but she could 
not account for the alteration, neither could 
George reconcile his total ^ence as regarded 
Rihgsworth with the avidity expressed in his 
former answers qn the same subject. James, in 
truth, had reserved the denouemefU for a per- 
sonal interview with his parent ; for although^ 
if he had known originally that liis sister4n.law 
was to have been of the party, he would, in all 
probability, have changed his determination : it 
was fixed that he should jcSn the family circle 
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at Bath as soon as might be, after the nuptial 
ceremony. 

The feelings of the worldly James when on 
the bridal morning the carriage drove up, 
which was to carry him to Portland-place^ " the 
place from whence he came,*' and thence convey 
him to " the place of execution/* — the New 
Church of St. Marylebone — were, alas ! widely 
diffbrent from those which he at one time ex- 
pected would have filled his bosom on this most 
interesting occasion. While dressing, he thought 
of innocent lambs decked out for sacrifice — erf 
worldly men over-reached in their speculations 
— of compulsory fulfihnents— of rash engage- 
ments—of pale cheeks, grey eyes, drab-<^k)ured 
hair, and slate-coloured drapery. He con- 
trasted all these with the bold blaze of Emma's 
beauty, — that beauty which was possessed by 
one, who also possessed the wealth which had 
been the object of all his manoeuvrings and all 
his hopes. He was nervous and feverish ; his 
eyes fdt heated, and his hands were cold, but 
colder still the heart which he was about to 
surrender at the fashionable Temple in the New 
Road, in company with all his prospects and 
expectations, in barter for the hand of a girl he 
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in truth despbed^ and a life^inteEest in *^ thiee 
hundred pounds per annum.'^ 

Tboe was a gallant train assembkd at 
the Rajah's, anxious (as Jwaoes felt) to pve a 
respectaUlity to the maniage of the Bajah's 
daughter; but, alasl m the train was Emmet^ 
looking like a fourth graoe ; and thete were Mrs. 
JFisherton and Mrs. ChattertoD, and a group 
of nieces and cousins, all affording patronage 
and protection to the cky-ooloured bride. 

In manner she was BOt the least changed by 
«mi«»tanee8, wbichtoagirl of stnmger feet 
ings or more excitable passions, would have 
been dreadfully, even if delightfully agitating ; 
the same placidity, the same coldness, the 
same precision characterised all her proceed- 
ings; and when at the altar she pli^ted her 
faith to her husband, she went through the 
ceremony as mechanically and regularly as if 
Ae had been married every morning for the 
preceding mx wedcs. As James led her to the 
carriage, ^^ all his own,^' she exhibited not the 
smallest emotion, ^nless, indeed, I except the 
evincement of a sBght degree of uneauness 
upon perc^ving that her new dress had acci- 
dentally contracted a small spot of xaud from 
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tile dianouwheel w she stepped into tl^ 
vdacle. 

T%e breakfast vms eaten gaily and merrily by 
all the gaests, and aftar it was concluded Mr. 
Lazenby presented James with a magnificent 
muff-box, and Grace with a beautiful set of ame- 
thysts, which the happy youi^ coufde received 
with becoming adcnowledgments; and when the 
bnde came down prepared for die hymeneal 
journey, dressed in a long blue riding-habit, witli 
a mak hat upon her head, made of drab^^coloured 
beaver, to match her orymplexion, James thought 
he never had seen her exhibit any thing half so 
near prettiness: but just as he was windii^ 
himself up to think his condition rather enviable 
than pitiaUe, Enmia Fisherton bounded across 
the room, and with one bright fiaidi of her 
sparkling eyes, diaripatedthe flattering vision of 
contentment which the poor bridegroom had 
been so labotiouBly conjuring up. So uiifortu- 
nate are eompazia^ns, and so apt are men ta re- 
gulate th^ judgments by them ! 

I shall, as indeed it is but correct I sfaouU, 
leave the bride and iuidegro»m entirely to them- 
sdves, from the momekit they <{uitted Portland 
Placeon the wedding->day, until they arrived three 
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days afterwards at Bath, merely preitttsing, that 
James's spirits during the journey, however enli^ 
vened, were by no means of the best ; all his 
pleasurable antidpations of joining his family 
being mixed up with the recollection of his for- 
mer prospects and his present possessions, — the 
certainty that George, in the openness of his 
heart and freedom of his manner, would abso- 
lutely laugh at the failure of his brother's great 
scheme, when he was made acquainted with it,*— 
and, above all, that Mrs. Greorge Sutherland 
would be of the party : she being a lady, whom, 
now that he was married, he by no means con- 
sidered as a particularly desirable companion 
for his wife. 

Out of an agreeable and sound sleep in which 
he had indulged himself during the tryet from 
the Castle inn at Marlborough, was the bride- 
groom awakened by his lady on their near apr 
proacfa to Bath ; and in a very short time he 
experienced the long-expected pleasure of throw- 
ing his new wife into the arms of his excellent 
and exemplary mother. 

Far indeed from a scene of joy was. the 
drawing-room in Rivers Street upon this parti- 
cularly interesting occasion. James found his 
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mother overborne by tears, and Jane too unwell 
even to appear, ianxious ias die mi^t be to con- 
gratulate her prudent brother upoh the acquisi- 
tion of a wife so wealthy and so amiable as she 
knew Grace to be. Grieving and afficting as 
his own disaippointment upon that head was,' he 
was still quite unable to account for the soinbte 
appearance of affidrs at Bath, where the trutii 
could not have been known by the family, and 
equally at a loss to account for the absence of 
Greorge and his lady, although it mU^t be coit- 
fessed his pleasure at her non-appearance was 
sufficiently great to ov^balance the desire he 
otherwise wofuld hlihre had in discovering why 
that branch of the family was missing. 

James had his own disappointments to re- 
late, and therefore, coupling the escape which 
his bride had made from the ill example likely 
to be affi>rded by Emily's society, with his own 
exemption from the honest ridicule of his Ixo- 
ther Greorge, he restrained his enquiries upon 
the subject,^ — which', by the way, he soon per- 
ceived, were not over agreeable : and omsigning 
his lady to the chamber of his frigjkl aster^ 
he opened his whdie heiirt to his mother, who 
listened to the detail with the deepest interestt* 
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and «t the oondaion cl hit turrstire declared 
her coBtmued hope for lai happiness, not one jot 
dismayed by Qrace's want of fortune, nor in the 
simdleat degree mortified by discovering that 
she hi^)f)ened to have been bom out of wedlock. 

There was a deeper wound rankling in the 
old lady's heart, than any «4ucfa the mortifica- 
tion of ft Uttle w<Midly pride could inffict, — 
there was a snrow smouldering there which the 
breath of enquiry would light into a blaze. 
James unfortunately, yet naturally, fired the em- 
bers by asking tor his brother : — " Where was 
he ? — Why not present ?" — The answer was a 
6ood of tears from Mrs. Sutherland. It was 
clear that something dreadful had happ^ied, 
and James's thoqgfats instantly feD into the 
ngkt tran. 

Emily had eloped from the York House the 
preceding eremng, having feag^ed illness to ex- 
cuse herself frtaa visiting her mother4n-law ; 
Gvotge, with a predpitatlon perfectly natural, 
bad resolved on ftdiowing her, — why, he conu- 
dered not, — whither, he knew not : — he started 
immetUately, leaving a note for Ins sister; and 
trota mtelligence they had recced in the course . 
ctf the morning, it seemed he had succeeded in 
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.tracing bar and her g^flint towards Oxford. 
With a mind full oi doubt and indignation, be 
pursued the due nrhich bad been given him, re- 
solved to vindicate his htmour, and punish the 
destroyer, if not oi his happiness, at least of his 
respectability. 

Upon this expedition, then, was the heir of 
the Sutherlands gone, when, in reply to an ago- 
nizing ex{Hression of his mother's fear for the 
consequence of any rencontre with his wife^s 
paramour, — James enquired ^^ whether be Jiad 
made any settlement of his property previous to 
his departure? — whether he had effected any 
insurance on his life ? — and whether he had suf- 
ficiently well ascertained who the despoils of 
his peace was, to bring the matter to a speedy 
conclusion ?^ 

The tender parent saw nothing in this en- 
quiry but the natural anxiety of a human being 
for his brother : and no doubt James had in his 
ccHnposition something hke fraternal love, but 
alas ! /, who know them all, am ccxnpelled to 
doubt the singleness of this feeling ;-^th»e 
mingled in his sorrow and solicitude a certain 
worldly sensitiveness as to the ultimate desti- 
nation* of the family property, which was at 
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George's disposal ; his nervousness for his bro- 
ther certainly was more apparent, and his sym- 
pathies more strongly excited, than they ordiha- 
rily were upon occasions where he himself was 
not in some degree interested. 

Poor Jane, whose lot was suffering and mor- 
tification, accidentally contrived to pay little 
Grrace in the coin which she was generally in the 
habit of receiving. Most unintentionally did 
the young lady discuss at length the relative 
beauty of pearls and diamonds, and during the 
tite d tite^ which, it was contrived by James, the 
bride and her sister-in-law should enjoy, she so 
often hinted her desire to see hei^ jewels, (all of 
which she did as a manoeuvre to kill time and 
keep the conversation clear of her unhappy bro- 
ther and his ill-starred wife,) that Grace was 
compelled, in the most serious manner, to assure 
her that she had no jewels to shew except one 
amethyst necklace which her papa had given her 
on the wedding morning. This, which still passed 
fdr badinage with Jane, having subsided, she be- 

m 

gan a new topic, and indulged in the most fervent 
expressions of gratitude for maternal affection, 
que^ioned her sister-in-law very closely about 
her mother, after whom she thought she might 
safely, and ought properly to enquire, now that 



THE SUTHSBLANJDS. 141 

Grace was so near in connexion with her, and 
now that the coldness which had heretofore per- 
vaded their conversation as acquaintances, might 
naturally be expected to give place to the more 
genial warmth of friendship and relationship. 

Still more unfortunate was Miss Sutherland 
in this manoeuvre than in the other: the more 
she discussed the point, the more moved did 
Grace appear; till, to the utter astonish- 
ment of Jane, who had never before seen any 
symptoms of common animation, the agitated 
girl fell backwards in her chair in a fainting 
fit. Janets alarm, — the ringing of bells, — the 
scufiling for water, — ^the odour of vinegar, — and 
the hurrying of the two maids, who, like squires 
of old, to tilting knights, were carrying on a 
counterpart of thdr mistress'^s conversation in 
another room, soon roused James's attention 
and apprehension that sometliing serious had 
happened : he rushed up-stairs, and beheld his 
poor bride a little paler than usual, and quite 
senseless in the arms of his sister. 

^^ What has happened, Jane ?" said James. 

^^ I cannot imagine what has affected her so," 
replied his sister : ^^ we were talking of her 
jewels." 

^^ Grood Grod V exclaimed her anxious hus- 
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band in a perfect state of horror, ^^ she hasn't 
lost her amethyst necklace !" 

Mrs. Sutherland had by this time arrived, 
and concluding that poor Grace was fatigued, or 
that something else was the matter with her, 
^gned her son to leave the room, adding that it 
was all nothing, and that it would soon go off; 
and James, thus ejected, returned to the draw- 
ing-room, not without repeating the question 
about Grace^s trinketp-box, for the safety of 
which he made a new enquiry of her maid as 
he went down stairs. 

There, as he entered the apartment, he be- 
held to his surprise his Ivother G^rge, heated, 
tix^, agitated, agonisedy— he had overtaken bis 
wife, who had positively refused to see him. At 
the inn where he detected her, in vain he insist- 
ed upon knowing the partner of her flight: a fact 
which neither threats nor imprecations upon his 
head, which Sutherland liberally bestowed, 
could posably extract, he the said paramour 
being actually concealed in the apartment to 
which Emily bad flown fcnr refuge. No appel- 
lation, however degrading, couid induce the 
i^iler of his happiness to face him : a meanness 
which he attributed to that sneaking cowardice 
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which is not unfrequently the companion of 
daring vice ; but he lived to be undeceived, for 
in the conchision of the adventure he discovered 
the object of all her affection, the cause of all 
her shame and his dishonour, to be one of his 
own grooms ! 

All hope, either of preventing the injury in- 
tended him, or of obtaining satisfaction for it, if 
committed, now vanished; and he returned from 
the chase, wearied, degraded, and dishonoured, 
— ^betrayed by the candid creature in whom he 
had confided, and dishonoured by the menial 
whom he had fed :-*-^^ and on this return," said 
George, ^^ to find you here, in the possession of 
every earthly blesung, affordp & contrast, which, 
while it cannot decrease my joy at the happiness 
of your lot, makes my own. miserable destiny 
still more evident to myself." 

^^ Greorge,-' said James, ^ calm yourself,^my 
wife is not likely to do me the same favour that 
yours has heesa pkaaed to do you ; but, in the 
d^ith of your disappointment^ if hearing of 
another's SKHtifioations and misadventures will 
be the slightest consolation, I will give you an 
insight into my history. Console yourself, 
therefore, by thinking that we all have our mis- 
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fortunes, and the only difference in the fates of 
men is, that evils assail them in different shapes. 
Shut the door, — calm yourself, — sit down — and 
listen.** 

George, who had at first seen nothing but joy 
and happiness in the proceedings of his prudent 
brother, endeavoured to abstract his thoughts 
from his own evils, and, rubbing his hand once 
or twice across his forehead, (why, I never could 
guess,) betook himself most philosophically to 
listening to Jameses detail. 

This conference lasted more than an hour; 
and when the brothers left the drawing-room, 
they both wore an air (^ composure and placi- 
dity which was qmte astonishing. 

As they parted to dress, Greorge was over- 
heard to whisper James, ** Our cases, I think, 
ought to strengthen the necessity of attending 
to that proverb which says ^ look befobk you 

LEAP.* ** 

^* Yes," replied James to George, somewhat 
archly ; ^^ and our example^ Greorge, may pretty 
well serve, to illustrate that other proverb 
which says, ^ mabby in haste and bspekt 

AT LEISUBE!*** 
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I TAK8 it for granted that all my readers: 
ktiow George Arden — Indeed to doubt the &et 
were to cast an imputation vriufh a body sa 
numerous and resectable but ill deserves at my 
hands. 

To the remote drdes of Llangefiii, in the 
suburbs of Penzance^ or the coteries of Eccle* 
fecfaan, his name may yet be new» but to Lon* 
don and its environs---*to' frequenters of clubs, * 
Newmarket, and the watering^laoes, it is as fa- 
miliar as our household-gods— or, as an exeellrat 
lady of my acquaintance^ now alas! no more, 
uaed to call them, her ^' household goods.^ 

Lest, however, by the remotest chance in the 
world, the range of circulation destimed for 
these stories diould indude any one of those 
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towns to which I have permitted igncnranoe 
upon a matter of so much notoriety, I will, 
for the benefit of country gentlemen, give the 
slightest possible sketch of my hero. In Lon- 
don it will be easily filled up and finished. 

George Arden was left an orphan at seven 
years of age, heir to an immense fortune, whidi 
a prospective minority of fourteen summers, pro- 
mised greatly to increase before his arrival at 
years of discretion. Alas ! had thai period been 
fixed morally^ instead of legally^ for the assump- 
tion of his righta and' properties, poor Geoi^, 
I fear, would have lived and died a minor. He- 
was educated in a manner suitable to his ex- 
pectations, and from that admirable school, 
Eton, removed in due course to Oxford, where 
his proceedings very closely resemUed those of 
many othier young gentlemen who prefer plea- 
sure to plodding, and whose effinrts, however, 
laborioiis, certainly do not teiid to academic 
honours in ar^ degree whatever. 

The talehted author of Rboinald Daltok' 
has i^ven so elaborate a description (sometimes 
too unfavourable^ let die uninformed believe,),of 
the dangers and difficulties of an Oxford life, 
diat it is quite needless for me to detail the va» 
nous campaigns in which my hare-brained hero 
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vaa engaged, until he. quitted the classic: 
ijuad oi Christ Church for the still more classic, 
ground of Italy and Greece. 
' A tour under the surveillance of a tutpr, by 
three years his senior,, was destined to polish 
our Adonis and fit him for the niche which he 
was doomed afterwards to fill in civilized socie- 
ty; and certainly his accomplishments when he 
returned to England, and the possession of his 
unincumbered estates, were multiplied beyond 
tb^ most sanguine hopes and expectations of his 
unde, under whose guardianship he had been 
so carefully and expensively reared to man«> 
liood. 

. This uncle was a man of the world ; shrewd, 
odd, .penetrating, rigidly honourable, higlupri]:* 
cipled and apparently to George, a tittle severe. 
Throu^out the minority of his nephew, he had 
^bndly cherished the hope of uniting him to a 
fiounn of hia own, whose father had many years 
before died abroad^ and whose mother was re-^ 
mamed« and who in days of childhood had been 
the playmate of Gewge, for whom at that early 
period', of her life she had formed the strongest 
attachment: but years had flown since those 
iiappy days of innocence and joy. Changes in 
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dieir cireufiislaiioesy thdur agdt, wd parsiuts^ 
had obfitented from GoaKge*8 mind all tzaoes of 
his rosy-cheeked tfLoAre, aod iuiothe)r» more 
lovdy, nobler, 4md wealthiery had usurped the 
place, which, bb a boy, he had aaaigned in Us 
young heart to the artless Louisa* 

How strangely do the feelings of femaks differ 
from those by which the opponte sex are &&& 
tuated! Loiusa was a diild, a rery child when 
she jcalled George Arden her *^ sweetheart,^ 
when she plucked the reddest Toses and the 
whitest jasmines to trim out his hoop, or made 
wings dT silver paper for his soaring kite to 
glitter in the sunshine, and when her light locks 
wantoned in the breesse, and her light heait 
beat with pleasure as she heard h^ loved boy 
approadung. 

He too, flushed with the glow of youthfrd 
health and exercise, would bound over the lawn 
and field to meet his ^^ sweet Louisa/* and 
sit and watch her bri^t eyes, play with her 
curls, and kiss her coral lips and call her ^* little 
wife^-^^and he loved her thm as much as At 
loved him, and they thought no other two could 
love so dearly. 

Time had 4own onwards— Louisa's li|^ 
tresses had grown darker by age, the fire of 
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intellect Ulumiiiated her fine countaiuuiee ; ac- 
complishments adorned her mind, new^ graces 
decked bsx person; but the one thought of 
George iliiEden lived in her constant heart: she 
recurred to Aoee diiya oi perfeet innocence and 
unalloyed happpnesa, with a deep intere^ min- 
gled with flomething vtoy like regret. He had 
forgottw all-— or if remembered, Lotusa flashed 
across his recollection as a childish hoyden, with 
whom he had romped when a diild himself ;-«r 
but no mor^e— -he did not carry in his mjjid^s 
eye her progress to perfection-— he saw Jier only 
as the awkward fpr\ oi nine or ten years of age, 
and never calculated what she must have been 
at nineteen or twenty. 

At the time this narrative commences they had 
not met for move than ten years : for, after her 
mother^s second marriage, she had left her uncle's 
house for her maternal roof; and if she could at 
any tiine during that period have claimed the 
smallest spot in the ^' waste^ of Qeorge's memo- 
ry, at die moment of his returp to England 
from the Continent there was no room for her 
unpretending charms in his heart, which, like 
othw hearts, was licensed, speaking offidally, 
*< to carry not et^eeding one inside,*^ (at least 
at a time): he had seen the lovely, learned 
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Lady Frances Bellamy, and had fdlen a rietiih 
to her beauty and Blueimn. - ^ 

There are some pieces of otherwise agreeable 
intelligence, which, owing to the circumstance!^ 
under which they reach us^ become, if not posi- 
tively unpleasant, at least much less gratifyiri^ 
than in a different temper of mind they could 
not fail to be; and when Colonel Arden heiffd 
that the house of Bellamy saw no objection to 
the umon of their highly-gifted dau^ter with 
his wealthy nephew, although the alHance wais at 
once honourable and advantageous, and >pro^ 
mised, as it seemed, happiness and comfdit, a 
pang of disappointment shot through his heaiti, 
when he reflected that this splendid ^connexion 
would necessarily give the death-blow to his" fa^ 
vourite project of a marriage between George 
and Ins cousin Louisa. 

The die, however, was cast; the invitatioh 
which had before been despatched to the bloom- 
ing Louisa to visit her uncle, and meet her 
couiun on his return from the Continent, wasre^ 
voked; and the poor girl, who had^ without any 
knowledge of her nucleus ulterior intentions on 
the subject, anxiously looked forward to a re- 
union with her old and well-rememb^red play- 
fellow, was destined to remain in the silence and 
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solitude of the ElizabetHan house of her father^ 
in-law, who had fortunately obtained 'th^Bia^ 
tured heart of her inother, just atVthe time 
when George oommehced his travels. 
'■ No sooner did the gay, volatile, aod- open- 
hearted George establish himself in London, 
than his Oxford friendships were renewed ; men 
whom he had met at foreign courts rejoiced 
again to see thdjr amiable friend; a house in 
Grpsvenot Street, furnished splendidly^ a cellar 
adnurably stocked, a first-rate Dog-Cook and 
asfflstants, a set of horses for town, hui]d^s at 
Melton, and running-horses at Newmarket, |>ra<K 
^ica/Zy sounded his merits and virtues, and his 
door was actually bemeged by crowds <^ men, 
all courting, his. acquaintance, and all combin- 
ing, as if by common consent, to praise his wine, 
,exalt his dinner^, win his monqr, drive his cai:- 
riages^ and ride his horses. 

The bright object of all his hopes and fears 
wa^ to. arrive in tdwn as early in the ensuing 
London winter as June — ^it was now May, and 
.the fame of my gay hero did notj&il to reach 
her ears eyen before she lieft ^^ our gbod^and 
, crazy city of Farist ' 

Colonel Arden, who had gathered from the 

h5 
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yomig and Bevermd Mr. Onnabj, lus nepluew^ 
tutor, that hk dispoatkti was fxedlent, hb 
talents <^ a aopenor ocder, and lus mind the 
most ingeniioiia and oonfidiag^ felt that as the 
yaimg man was absolute master of at least four- 
teen thousand pounds peji* annum* the conduct 
he was pursuing in the great world was perfect* 
ly justifiable by hb circumstances; and as the 
4Ad gentleman jomed to an intimate knowledge 
of sodety, a liberality not common to age, he 
saw liothi]^ in the career of his nephew more 
than a proper display q{ wealth, and a due 
maantenanee of the reqpeetalnlity attached to 
the station in life which he was iiilly entitled 
to occupy. 

Amongst Greoige'^s friends, his fiEVourites as- 
suredly weie Sir Hairy Flowerdale, a Baronet, 
and ex-member of parliament; Arthur Dyson, 
a sly, calculating, younger brother ot a good 
family , addicted in a oortain degree to {day; and 
Harry Dallimore, a perfect dandy in the best 
and most liberal accqptati<m of the term, and 
a lady-killer to boot These, and the agreeriile, 
gay, and easy libertine, Bertie Nod, fermed the 
supreme council of George's establishment: but, 
besides these, theie were semiJiosom friends, 
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who occasionally approached the conclave of 
Grosvenor Street as being dq)endants or friends 
of the actual members of it; — ^for instance, 
Flowerdale ccmtrived to introduce to his friend 
Arden such persons as he thought might even* 
tually combine to return him for a Borough 
in Yorkshire^ but to whom it was not quite con* 
venient to himself to give dinners — these of course 
dined at Arden's. Dyson could always make 
up a little sporting party, if requhred, and was 
sure to know some three or four men who either 
had horses to seD, or who wanted horses to buy, 
and these also, of course, Mr. Arthur Dyson, 
who appeared to have assumed the character of 
clerk mandial in the household, paraded at seven 
o^clock at Arden^s hoq^table board, whenever 
any dianges were about to take place in the 
mews, the stable, or the kennel. 

Greorge was sufficiently quick*sighted to djs* 
cover that his friend Dyson was a disciple of 
that adbool whose leading axiom is ^^ that aU 's 
fair in horse-dealing;" but he fancied himself 
too good a judge of the noble animal, whose 
qualities and perfections engrossed all Arthur^s 
thoughts, and pervaded all his conversations, to 
allow any man to overreach him in that parti* 
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cular. The consequence was, that* bis stalls in 
London were at times crowded with useless 
steeds, bis stalls at Meltoii inhaluted by slugs 
and roarers, and' as for his^Newmarket specula- 
tions, which were conducted under the same <«iv. 
veiiiance^ their nature may easily be ascertained, 
when I say that his best friends and most in- 
timate assodates eagerly took all the long 
odds he chose to lay upon his favourites, or, 
failing in that, would go the length of betting 
the long odds most manfully against them. 
, Still, however, time, flew swiftly and gaily/ 
for what^ had George Arden to do with care ?- 
The rosy May, though fashionably a winter 
month, led on the smiling summer of nature, and 
June, which was to bring to his lon^g eyes. 
the lovely Lady Frances Bellamy, was fast ap- 
proaching. The solicitudes and anxieties of 
love were to be counteracted by dissipation and 
pleasure ; and laughed out of his projper feelings 
by his many friends, the giddy. GecH^. em- 
barked in play, merely /war pdiser le. temps. 
Three weeks, however, had not closed before 
his friend Flowerdale, whoise finances had suf- 
fered severely in his late unsuccessful Parlia- 
mentary contest, having pocketed seven tbou^ 
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8iuid pounds of George's money, suddenly and 
unexpectedly quitted London and eventiudly 
England, having discovered at this particularly 
iieasonable juncture that gaming was the most 
destructive vice upon earth; to prove the sin* 
cerity of whidi ojnnion, he left on' the evenmg 
of his departiire a letter of advice to hb dear 
friend George Arden, entreating him to curb the 
propensity for play, which, but too evid^itly to 
all his well-wishers, was strong upon him,' 

George felt disappointed that his dear bosom- 
friend Flowerdale should Have so abruptly left 
the happy circle, but still more annoyed at. his 
lecture. However, he reflected for a moment 
that experience must be purchased, that Flow- 
erdale was involved, that he wanted the money, 
and iSnally that his letter had been dictated by 
real friendship, in which he was cordially joined 
by Dyson and Dallimore, who drowned the 
few unpleasant reflections which floated in 
6e6rge*8 mind in bumpers of claret, and soothed 
away all lus angry feelings with repeated ques-^ 
tions of ^^ what did it signify ?'' and f^ where is 
the harin?^ — and as many declarations that 
^< Flowerdale wa^ an excellent fellow !'* and 
** meant no wrong/' &c. &c. 
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To Bmtgt tUs fe f om i i e OMrety gave, placse 
to oCheniy who were 0000 enrolled in tbe sdeet 
liat of bb oompenkmst nd the feetivHieB of 
Qfoevenor Street lost none of their yivOToofloeaii 
by the eeoeeaon of the prudent berooet fiom the 
peoty, until the oocunenoe of that erent wluidi 
had been so anadoiidy expeeted by my hea^ and 
whkfa 8oon put a stop to the oouree of gaieties, 
or at an evcnls worked a striking change in 
their character and nature* 

The Earl of Roxeth and his Cknintess, and 
thar bkMxning daughter the Lady Frances Bel* 
lamy arrived in London ; and Gearge, asit niigbt 
faa^-eipected, waa constantly at her side, .^r 
Ladyship waa» as I have said befiKe, handscane, 
but die waa learned^ and in her intercourse with 
George, however much ahe liked the nian, and 
however seaaonable her noUe&ther oonsideredthe 
addition to her portion of his fourte^ thousand 
pounds per annum, die aomewbat undarvaliied 
her lover^s intdlect, — ^and, moreover, in addition 
to the ojnnion which ahe had formed of hm in» 
dividuaUy^ had aatuially a disposition (by no 
means unoommon) to ahow off her aupmority 
over her aasoctates in :Ae most atrikmg manner 
whenever an opportunity ocCinrred« This pro^ 
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|MMity,aiid my itadermuBt have renuurl(;ed it in 
ddmtBy rendoed her while engaged in a tHe^ 
Hk exoeamvelj agreeable as a companion, but 
the moment; a third person arrired^ that ma»> 
ciousness vfaksh^iad diaxmed in her eonversation 
became matter of exhibition to the new comer, 
atiid the Infttier companbn and eren the older 
fjOBoA instantfy became the msirk for her ridi* 
cule, and the butt for those shafts of satirei 
which she so well knew li6w to aun, tmt which her 
LadyiUp, fe^ng with the ancSait that :— ^^ Ne- 
mo orator sine mnhitudine aiufiente^'^-^withoiit 
theemteraoxtdTan aacycooe to witness her skilly 
did not consider it neeessary to her reputation 
to fireoff: in dmrt^ the Lady Franoes was, as 
all pedantic women are, disagreeable and unoer» 
tain, adf-oninionated* ffiffhty. above the tfainsfs 
of this world, and, to use a common expnessiQii 
wlndi has more truth in it than those who are per«> 
pi^Auilf usiiig it peifaapa think, ^*a UtUemadi^ 
George Arden had fiEequentty spoken to 
Lady Franoes of Harry Dallimore, his intimate 
friend, in terms of unqualified admiration, bad 
euloipaed bis talents and pnused the ttodltface 
of hisfaeart« It was not unknown to her Lady<^ 
idiip that DaUimore^s name waa ceiebraled in 
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certidn citeles for his taste, his acoQmpHshxbenta) 
aiid above allfor.his siicoess in oiaitera pf g^-^ 
lantry. To a philosophical lady, whose graver 
hours were employed upon theories, such a 
person could not fail to be a most .acceptable 
acquaintance ; and accordingly, at . her parti- 
cular request, Arden kindly undcMook to. in- 
troduce his favourite friend to his amiable 
mistress. ' * - ' . ' 

It was curious to observe the effect of this 
introduction. DalUmore was really talented, 
but it was. less by hb talent than by an appa- 
rently imptidt devotion to: the present object, 
whatever it might happen, toi be, that^hexoade 
his way so suddenly and favourably .with Lady 
Frances. His enthuoasl^c descriptiohs of some 
beautiful specimens of argillaceous schistiis, 
which* he had procured from Zillerthal, with 
a dissertation upon the copper and calamine 
which he flattered' himself he had discovered 
jA them; the distinctness . with which he. an* 
swered her enquiries as to whether the formefr 
more partook of the character of the Kup^ 
ferkies or the Weisskupferez, and his happy in- 
timacy with the Roth-cronstein^rz.of Nagyag, 
9md the Bothes-bleierz of Ekatharenburg, de« 
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lighted her; nor was she lei^s charmed when lihe 
found him versed in all: th^ experiikiental tricke- 
ries of science ; she lii^tened with rapture to hift 
details of the various modes of analyins and 
combination, and gave the deepest attention ' to 
his niost abstruse dissertations. It quite over* 
came poor George when he heard this couple 
descanting ujwn subjects and discussing points 
which were far beyond his comprehension ^ 
and when he heard these lectiures repeated 
day after day; am found Dallimore at all hours 
in€\e boudoir of his beloved, he began in some 
degree to repent of the intiroductioii he had 
secured for his friend, whose character appeared 
to have undergone as complete a change by his 
association with the young sfavdnte as tartaric 
add could have effected upon ircm. ' 

In shorty Oeorge, although he had natu- 
rally the most perfect conBdence in the honour 
of Dallhnore, and although his amour propre 
made him at first quite indifferent to his con* 
stant intercourse with the Lady Frances, at 
length began gradually to doubt the prudence of 
his measures, when one fine morning his intended 
wife explained to him' with great force and 
emphasis, and in the prei^noe of Dallimore, the 
primary law of chemical affinity. 
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'< Ghemkal afflaHyr said Lady Fnmcesi 
<< you must uadentand will a<^ and a oo mb ia» 
tioa take plaoe between two bodies wlien thc^^ 
are unoombined with all c^faar bodies.^ 

*^ I perceive,'' said George. 

Oallimore smiled-^-and his smile was one of 
self-satisfaction. 

^^But,'' oontinued the animated lecturess, 
^^ you must also understand that when one of 
the bodies is in a state of combination with 
others, then the bodies whidi really have the 
greatest affinity for each other cannot entirety 
comUne together.'' 

^^ You comprehend tAo^, Qeorgidf^ said IMfi* 
more. 

^^ Perfectly," .answered Cieorge, which by the 
way was not the case--4iut let that pass. 

^* Suppose," saidLa^ Frances, '' eoeempU gra^ 
(id, that two bodies A and B have an affinity fmr 
each other, and are actuaiUy in a state of combi* 
nation-^ and suppose," continued her Ladyship, 
pointedly addressing hersdf to the d^ant Dalli* 
more, ^' C is a third body which has a stronger 
affinity for the body B than the affinity which 
exists between A and B, it is quite dear that 
the compound body A B will be decomposed, 
and the body C will combine with the body B." 
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'^ And,^ Gontmued BaBimore, *^ entirely leave 
the body A.^ 

The poor body A, niost interested in this 
matter, however dull men generally are to thai 
which principally concerns themsdves, and 
which a,t the same time is perfectly obvious to 
every body dse, could not fail to perceive 
from the forti|Ltous coincidence of the initials 
of thar names, added to the emphatic delivery 
of the lady, an^ the apt rejoinder of the gen* 
tl^nan, that more was meant than absolutely 
met the ear, and that, in fact, the process of 
decomposition was rapidly proceeding, even ad* 
mitting that the new comlnnation had not actually 
commenced; and George determined to shew that 
he was not so easily to be deceived and hmghed at 
as the enlightened couple appeared to imagine : 
he rose and left the boudoir angrily, thinking by 
withdrawing himself, to break up the conference; 
but he was mistaken in his tactics. The pur<> 
suit oi science was too hot, and the system too 
interesting to give way to any passing event» 
and our irritated lover quitted the drawing* 
room resolved to settle the affair that evening, 
by oalliQg his ffwfd to account for conduct 
which he nether antidpated nor understood 
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In fact, Greorge Arden was labouring under 
that sort of surprise in which the satisfactory 
mihgleth not — cknd ad he walked homewards 
to Grosvenor Street, it appeared to him^ either 
that he was asleep, or just awakened from 
an extremely disagreeable dream. He revolved 
in his mind the progresis of Dallimore^s ac- 
quaintance with his leaded iair one, and 
ruminated upon all the ^^ trifles light as air^ 
% which combined themseWes in his mmd con- 
^ hected with the subject ; feehng, however, as I 
must honestly confess, something like consoku 
tioh in this very impleasant dilemma, from thie 
recollection that prevention is better than cure, 
iihd the consideration that if the Lady Fran<!ies 
was, as she appeared to him at that moment to 
be, a jUt and a coquette, it was extremely lucky 
for him that her Ladydiip^s disposition had 
evinced itself before they were irrevocably 

* - • ft ■ « , 

united. 

Reaching home in this particular mood, he 
discovered, waiting his arrival, his constant 
friend Dyson, to whom he candidly and inge*^ 
iiuously opened his heart, and from whom he 
sought advice as to what he should do under 
the orcumstances ; his own feeling bring that 
he ought in the first place to exclude Dallimore 
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from his house, and then speedily summon him 
to a meeting, in order to obtain at least an ex- 
planation of his very extraordinary conduct. 

. Dyson, to whom our hero was at the moment 
indebted in a cionsiderable sum of money, heard 
the history of aU his doubts and fears with per* 
feet complacency, and calmly conddering in his 
own mind that if any fatal accident should occur 
to Arden, in consequence of a hostile meet* 
ing. with Dallimore, he not only should lose 
his excellent friend, but more than that, the 
amount due from his estate for debts pf ho* 
nour — ^proceeded to expatiate upon the impro- 
bability of any thing intentionally improper 
haying been done on the piirt of Dallimora— 
and upon the possibility of mistake on the 
part of Arden, till in conclusion, after soothing 
the irritation of his dear Greorge, he yplunt^red 
to be the bearer of a message to Dallimore, 
not of warlike import, but in the way pf ex- 
planation; and added, that he was perfeptly sure 
ev^y thing would be quite right in the end, 
begging George to be convinced tha( he would 
take as much paxie of his honour as if it were 
his own, 

. Dyson, it will be seen, had his game to play 
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Hehadoonodonof liddnghisawiifleearitj of a 
constant comferUdble home, the kind aid of a li* 
bend friend, and, moreover, diepmpeet of pay- 
ment of sundry debts befMrementioned, by any 
nsh proceeding; superadded to vhidi the whole 
devotion of his life had heeai latterly expended 
in prayers, that the muehderirtd match between 
the blue belle and AxAm aught never take 
place. He knew well CT0ugh, as far as^rdated to- 
himself, that he was not a fit assodate for pe- 
dantry in petticoats, and very reasonably anti-> 
dpated his own immediate expulsion from the- 
scientific circle, of which he had no doubt the 
Lady Frances would cause heradf to be en- 
throned the centre, very speedily after her as- 
sumption of the monarchy in Grosvenor Street. 
Whatever measure Dyson might have pro- 
posed to his friend, however active and ready 
might have been bis interference upon the occa-^ 
sion, everything was rendered unavailing, ifl 
precautions baffled, all proceedings invalidated, 
by an occurrence which those who thought 
they knew the Lady Frances certainly did not 
foresee— the truth is, that the alarm had been' 
given to the sdentific lovers ^for lovers tiiey 
were) by the jealous irritaitioii of Atdsa in Ae 
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tnonmig, and the following iii^t^ Love lent them 
wings in the shape <^ a trayelling-ciirriage and 
feut hwsesy and before the confiding Arden 
awoke to a sense of his friend^s duplidty, they 
Were '^ over the hills aUd far away^ on the high 
road to happineiss. 

Thare are persons to be found in this great 
town, who say that Dyson himself lent Dalli* 
more the carriage used upon this memorable 
expeditioQ, and some even go so far as to add^ 
that four bays, abstracted at a late hour from 
Aiden^s stables, under Dyson^s order, conveyed 
the happy couple the first stage of the journey 
^-^hether tins be calumny or not, time perhaps 
may shew* 

When my jilted hero received from his 8er» 
vant in the morning the news of Lady Franceses 
doponent^ he certainly did invdgh bitterly 
against Dallimbre, whom he decided to be the 
partner of her flight; while even at the very 
moment the noble father ct the fiigitive was, or 
aftcted to be, perfectly ignorant upon the sub- 
ject^ and actually sent to enquire whether Arden 
waff at homcj as if he imagined his aflection 
for his daughter had been sufficiently powerful 
to drive him to the anticipation of their int»ided 
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matmgd — a meamire of whidi nobody in tb^ 
tenses could reasonably Mve suqpected hini. 

When his Lordship, bowevjGsr, found Huft 
Lady Ffanoes had made sokne. other: swain the 
partner of her flight, and thai aU hopes of 
Arden'^s fortune were lost to his illustrious 
house, he repair^ forthwith to the abandoned 
lover, whpm he ftmnd-otteofbd by the excellent 
Dyson and the agreeable Noel, who in ibetr 
different ways had beejoi^ previously to hisiLcnrd* 
ship^s arrival, endeavouring to cenaoie him for 
the loss <tf hi»£sirope^Noel by assuring him that 
he was certsitt her* &mUy were by no means of 
the <^ first imater,^'and Dyson by repeatedly; ex>- 
pressing his convictioQ that* she was pot a good 
judge of a.hotse; in the midst of which oonsohu 
tory convcrsalion, as I have just mentioned^ her 
noble father ^[itered the apartment, and was 
about to ddiver hia sei^timents upw the extra* 
ordinary undutifulness of his f^iild, when a let- 
ter bearing the Bttnet post^mark, was handed 
to Ardent He read k-*>not without sopne marks 
of perti^bation ; and having canduded it, handed 
it to t|ie m4>le Earl-^rising at the same time 
jGrom taUe, and wkhdntwmg with Dysonrand 
Noel into (he hbrary, as I appose, tor reveal the 



piiiport of die ooiomtmioafMi and oonmiit thoe^ 
estimable you^ geiidaatieii upon the naturerf- 
Ills futiue proeee^ngs. 

The letto^ wto- frasi' the' LadyEnmices^her^ 
^If, ftnd ran diuft*-* 

■ ^^ This letter ^^U readi you whmi I shaQ be 
at ' a> ^stance^ from you, and as far as ^ our. in- 
tended union iff conciemed, iiertmlly sqmratefi 
irom youto 

^^The step I havetaken is one whichJ am 
quite aware' will enltaii i^poniae'the^ anger of 
my fiuher, and the oensure of the world; but 
;yott must not bhane me, for I felt afiraid that 
neither ct us oould be happy in marriage. I 
hanre every esteem and regard for you-^my opi- 
inon of your heart and dispootion has under- 
gone no change since our first meeting cm the 
Continent, but a closer intimagr with you^has 
latterly convinced me that our castes and. pui> 
suits are so dinmetrically opposed, tbat^aiqr- 
tinng like a constant association with Meh alb^r. 
ctndd have been productive of nothing but con- 
stant disagreonent 

5^To have afqpealed to .you in ^iUs. stage of 
the afiair^ would havebepnas u«aless;as toiuwe 
thrown myself upon the onuM^ration cf^my £Eir 

VOL. I. I 
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Iher, who I loBew would not bave Uataied to 
the expressk>n of djpublft foiuided upon my itel£- 
kaowledge and a Qpnyiccion of th^ dissuaikrity 
of owe chamct^vs ^pd diqpoiitkHM. I therefore 
risked the imputatiiHi of temporary imprudenoe 
to aecuie myself I^pchu eontmuoua miaeiy.— -I 
found in your amii^e and intftlhgmt friend^ a 
h^Mtg n^o sympathised widi me in e^eiy pur« 
suit, who altered into all my views^ who ssw 
with me, felt with me^ and whose vund akid cha* 
racter, in diort, appeared formed to voider nie 
happy : all this will 8o^nd peihaps heartless to 
dM»e who do not really know me-^-^unongst the 
number, yotursdf. TMs^4oo> may surprise j^ou ; 
but it is tru^ tibei^ neT«r has existed between uK 
&at ^^ similar syBcqpathy^ so beautifully and deli> 
eatelydescrybed hy Jaekson, which is so essential 
to a irapcocity of confidence and mutuality of 
afectimi, Itwasacumwiousaessof theabsenoeof 
this agreement (tf indinatkms that rend^:^ me 
miscrafate, and I saw bdEsre me^ only a^ gloomy 
iriiialeadingfiramthaakartodmgrne; Ihaara 
takoi the deciding step of nqr destiny :* to Italy 
my fimd and w uhhsi i VH*^^*'^ hiig^ if.iii f l> wtll aooom^ 
paqr me, and Iher^ bcacntha sky as ckmdless ii 
our anadsi wx. wil shesr iht woMwhatneil 
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liappiniii is, and whore true eonteotnettt nmf 
befimod. 

*^ And new one word about py husbcnd*^ 
you must wliolfy aequit him of duplicity) or 
aay oilgaMrous pioMtiig againat your iM^f^^ 
He, like aoe^ sawin yournariiage with laenOb 
thing but miaery for you — he apeke, he acted in 
every leapect like a fnend^^I hare fiequently 
witnesaed hia amiable ditf treat when we have faeea 
diacuMBiig your merita mod good qualitiefl^ and 
the dreadful appnehenaiiNM we aautually felt iba 
your fatHse comfort ;-^ diort, if we hare con^ 
ajpired, it haa beao tot your advantage. He begs 
me to wufy that nothing biit our hurried aaode 
of tcaveying p i c f o nts hia writing. I have pre- 
pared tina latter, and dudl leave itatthefiitt 
post4ow& on the foad, ao that it may reach you* 
iftthemttning* I shall write to-monow to ny 
jhther, whoae appedienaoBB of such a itaf aa 
that which I have tekeft are, I aas qaste aoae^ 
not yet awakened* Your oonchiet tUs maimiAg 
acedetnted the ezecutkm of oar stheaae, and 
I feel confident that you will be reoonrihd to 
an event, ^R^iiaby while it daatiwjra Ae doiri»t 
of yow h a ppi iwaa through life, has, enamed that 
efone % whoas ^ou hanre alwaya fiuifeBMA « 

ifl 
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sincere regard, and who can never ceaae to re- 
member you with aentimentB q£ the warmest 
esteem' and fnendsfaip. I ahaU not agn this 
8crawl~you will be at no loss to knew wh»ice it 
Qomes, and the next comimmication I shall make 
to my friends will be under a d^f»e$tt name.-^ 
Once more, adieu T 

The noble Earl having perused.this splendid 
specimen of his fair daughter '» epistolary style, 
doubled up the letter, emphatieaHy^Mfanoundng 
a strong and rather kmg word, which, were the 
vice of swearing practised by the aristocracy, 
might have been nnsunderatood iSor the syno* 
nyme of eternal condemnation in a future state. 

Greorge, ; it. was clear, leouU do nothing in 
the affidr; for, as Dyaon stad^ il seemed pretty 
evident that the Lady had earned off the lover ; 
at least, such was the impression made by the in- 
dependent account which idie herself had been 
pleased to give of the buaineas* 

George, with the best fedings^ and a determi-* 
nation to pursue that whijc^ should be consider- 
ed thcf right and'hcHioitfjd»le coiirse, with the i|d- 
vice of the noble and disilppeiiHed Earl, and of 
his amiable and zealous youngjsr frieiid^:put 
himself entirely into their haiids : the deoistoii 
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was unfttimous, that: he cxiuld move no far- 
ther in the matter; that her Ladyship had 
made her election^ and that he was doomed to 
the wiUow, mthout remedy or revei^. If 
Greorge had worn a . window on his breast, . it 
appears jMoiiaUe that the most evident feeling 
of his heart would have beai found to be 
offended pride* His amxmr propre was the 
greatest sufferer in the affiur, and the loss of 
Lady Francea was hgfat by comparison with 
the triumph of his treacherous and successful 
rival. 

There were now several courses to be pur-*' 
sued, indqioidently of any measures personally 
towards tlie new married couple; and, after wa^ 
vering as to how lie diould conduct himsdff re- 
latively to die worid upon his misfbrtune, he re-, 
scilved, under the advice of his Mends, to in- 
crease, if possifale, the splendour and frequency 
of his parties; to extend the circle of his ac- 
tjuaintance; and^ in Aort, to dissipate his cares 
in gaiety and teMfary, and At die same time daz* 
ale with the faciUiaiiqr 4if Us entertainments those 
eyes, which dse, perhaps, would scrutinize too 
dosdy the causes of his distress and disappcnnt- 
ments. 
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Amoligst the moBt enkHbg fNOiuilii into 
irMch hffi defeat had dhTtrted im gB«am aad 
taientt, play, to whidl he had abead; flkMm a 
predispositioii, prMented ilflelf in die meet 
temptmg^ garh. He knew that even profper'>> 
0an love itself MiccuMbe before the spirit of 
gamMing-*^lhat domeBlie oomfiMts and mtiona} 
pursuits yietd to its influenee. If this were die 
ease, disappointed affecticm be naturally ttought 
might be easily cured by its 8oiil-«bsofbing pdwisri. 
Dyson soon collected a herd of sympathizing 
fHends, who nursed the growing propennty ; and 
the nightly or^es of Grosvenor Street shortly 
became subjects of ainsance in the nei^bour* 
hood) and of speculation in llie newspaipcars. 

Bis ^le and property, however, were not ex- 
ehistvely devoted to the one pursuit; a seAnea 
of dinners, admirably put down, witii^ all the 
4igremen$ of superior wines, sHlI attracted good 
company, and Arden's parties glared cjon^j^cu- 
d^Usly in the Morning Post ; concerts and^lles 
shared his attentions^ and bis dteadftil fiulure 
with the Lady Fnuioes was, as all important 
events in London so<n^y geiiefally tsfe^ rety 
soon forgotten. 

Meanwhile Colonel Arden, although merely 
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hisneffhum, xebtived iOfon^ other qii4K|0r» coiw 
lintioiis hiAto and wttpoingft of the periloat 
fliluattoii in whieh G^6orge was placed, sunouad- 
ed by giddy and thou^tkss eompanionA, ^ and 
difloovei^ that he wl» formtiig connexiaiis, 
male and female^ as little advantageous to the 
respeotabifity of bi^ chancter, as conducive to 
his health or prosperity ; in short, the house in 
Grosrenor Street was described to the Colonel 
as a scene of unprincipled libertinism, and it was 
represented to the <dd gentleman, that nunous 
eonsequ^ces might be coi^ently and i^ieedily 
expected, if the present course of his nephew^s 
life continued to be followed* 

The moment the Colonel heard of the frus- 
tration of the marriage with Lady Frances, the 
did desire for Greorge*s union with his cousin 
Louisa was retived. There appeared to him 
if not a probabiMty, at least something hke 
8 poB»bility, of its hi^py conclusion, and the 
eid g«idieman almost rej<»ced at the abrupt 
tC9rminati(m of an afiair which he had never quite 
hk^, merd^ because it militated so powerfully 
a^Eunst his warmest widies. 

The Colonel had received from his thoc^i- 
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kss nephew sudi an aooount gf the bii«iKM«^ 
{NTDved, satisfactorily to binit that hia heart had 
never been very much canoerafid in the proposed 
marriage with the noble femd^ philoaopher; he 
Ittd been dazzled and cau^t by the prefeouions 
and. accomplishments of the yoiu^ lady, whicb^ 
added to the dash of noUlity and the scwmd of 
title, had conspired to ^ntangle^ but not to 
woimd, her captive. 

No sooner did the old gentleman reeeire the 
authentic and philosc^hieal detail of CiecMrge's 
defeat, than he disposed himself in his travellmg- 
carriage, ordered his man to patk tip some 
clothes, and at the tails of four smoking posters, 
proceeded to the ivy-crested mansion which con- 
tained his favourite niece Louisa* Thanks to 
Mr. Ma&Adamv (who somewhere has been wag-* 
gishly: called the Colossus of JEUkids) the old 
gentleman ^as not long cm his journey, and 
early in: the second day received the wdoome of 
bis. sister and her. charming dau^^ter. The ab- 
sence; of her fathar-ix^Iaw, upon business, did 
not.in the nnaUest degree distress the CSolond, 
who,. with all his admirable qualities, had some 
peculiarities in his character which did not re- 
conmiend him so generally tc^ strangers^ >. as 
those who knew and loved him best desired. 



; 
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suid' amongst the mimber of thoae whom it was 
not his good fortune to please, his wealthy 
i»other-ili4aw was one. 

<^ Kate/' SMd the Colonel, << I am a bold man 
at sevenfy.two-.I am come to carry off your 
daughter.*' 

^^- Indeed !^ exclaimed his aster, immediately 
suspecting the real nature of the Colonel'^ 
plan — '^ and whither do you propose to take 
her'?^ 

^^To the mart of all sin, vice, and iniqui- 
ty/^ exclaimed Arden, " to the very Babel of 
all human mischief— London.^ 

^^ After suc^ a character of the plaoe,^ said 
Louisa, ^^ I should be almost afraid to venture, 
uiide.'* 

^^ Afraid— ^j^ afraidP cried the ammated old 
man, ^^ fear nothing, my child, while I am aKve 
to guard you : I want you to see life, the world, 
its gaietieis-^its follies, if you will.** 
. ^^ Is such a course of education necessary for 
a girl Hke Louisa ?** asked Mrs. Darrenton. 

" Absolutely — positively^— I Tl take no denial, 
Kate;'' 

^' What has inov^ you to such an enterprise f** 
asked the old lady. 

I 6 
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*^ A defltre to disnpate »y property^ Ma'am,*^ 
said her brother : " Wealth is like marl — not 
worth a farthing while jnled upon a heap, but 
productive and profitable when sci^tered abrdeid." 

^' Surely, my dear unek,^ said the unsus- 
pecting girl, " surely you" — 

*' Surely you,*" echoed the Colonel, " Surely 
you don't object to my spending my own money 
— you are my avowed heiress — I shall leave all 
I have left to you, you young rogue — dion't 
grudge me a little enjoyment before I die/' 

This wa.s an artftil attack — ^the Cdionel was 
an old soldier and saw the vulnerable pcint. — 
Louisa had nothing more to say, and her mother 
little more to object t0 her proposed excursion to 
the Metropolis with her uncle : what his sister 
chiefly appreh^ided was that the eccentric, wild 
(indeed, untamed by age) habits of the veteran, 
unused too as she apprehended he must have 
become to the modem manners c^ the fashion- 
able world, might involve him in diificulties 
which he did not contemplate, and perhaps 
expose his little protegee to some unpleasant 
adventures; however, the six-and-eightpenny 
feeling which predominates in every class and 
station, and upon which the cynics say every 
action of human life is bottomed, was too strong 
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to be tfesUtcd i ittid the Mrm» reixdlectien thai 
Louisa was, as the old gentleman kdmself indeed 
lifld obMrvedy the uiilendedbeiies0 of all hiii pro* 
perly^ and thai the diaposatioD of diat pvopert j 
depended endfdy upon his nadiFidual will and 
jJettSure, indooed the prudent parent to with* 
draw all opposition, and Louisa, who fondly k>ved 
her unde, and had never Tinted London, felt 
no great displeasure at the announcenlent of her 
mother^a full and free consent to the journey. 

** I have an ulterior object in all this,'^ said 
the Colonel to Us nster, when the blushing ^rl 
had left the room : ** Can you guess what it is, 
Kate?" 

*^ 1 think I could surmise, Greorge,^ answered 
the lady ; ** the aoeounts you have received of 
your nephew are not quite satisfactory." 

^^ Hit it, by Jove, Kate P exebdmed the 
veteran : ^^ the boy is mad — ruinously mad— 
surrounded, I am told, by absolnte black-legs 
and iduorpers, the victim of their chicimery, the 
dupe of their duplicity — I '11 put a stop to this." 

" Indeed !" 

" Yes, Kate. I have a plan— a scheme — I 
know it M to be done." 

** And how ?" en<{uired Mrs. Darrenton. 

^* There's my secret — Cleave the developement 
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to time. Little Loui and I must fettle it all/' 
iaid the Ck>l<meL 

'' She,^poar child 1 1 d^KnOd think witt ha^e \mt 
a naaall share in the bliaiiieftB/* nod her mother. 

'' Small 1— the entinMlMi whole—I shall be 
the mete general in the field-^I shall leare aU 
the campaign to the joongsters*^ 

^^ Indeed! brother,^ said libak Darrentony 
" my poor cluld will ^ 

** Save your brother^s poor clnld. Ma'am i'* 
said Arden, *^ nothing on earth can rescue a 
young man of strong feeling and high spirits 
fromNruin, but the influence of woman. Louisa 
shall save her cousin, and have him for her 
pains/' 

*^ If this be your {dan I fear I must reeal my 
permission,^ said Mrs. Darrenton. 

*^ Indeed, Mrs. Darrenton, you shall do no 
such thing,^ said the Colonel : *^ I am neither 
rash nor doting — ^I am not new to the wojcld.^ 

^^But ski is,^ interrupted the anxious pa- 
rent, *^ and what chance can a poor, artless, un» 
sophisticated girl have in the reformation of a 
town rake ?^ 

*^ Sister, he is no town rake,^ said the Co- 
lonel — *< that he will be one, unless the disorder 
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be taken mi ita outset, I admit; but he is not 
yet ruined: and as for Aer artlessness, her un* 
sophitftmtion — si8ler> you know nothing about 
it^t is by mci qualities, and su«^ qualities 
alone that your wex CKpArote and controul the 
other. Iiook at that fine, fly-away philosopher in 
pettiooats, my Lady Frances, a Ae w-woman— like 
Madam. Catfaaijna, with watchwork under her 
hoop! What did i&e do? — she began lectur- 
ing and torn-fooling with as great a quack as 
herself, and off ishe went like a detonating ball, 
and with as little presong, I take it/' 

^^ But pray, let me entreat you, Greorge, to 
consider''— 

** I tell you, Kate, I have oonadered, and I 
Aat?e d9<aded, which is more to the purpose. 
You know how well, how truly I love both these 
young people: they once loved each other, and 
they shall love each other agun. I'll bring 
them together, and I don't cape what I am called 
for doing so. — I know they are made for each 
other; and this is the very mcxnent when her 
interposition may Mve the boy. But, hark ye, 
sister— not a word to the girl herself— it must 
be kept secret — ^it must all result fiN>m circum- 
stances and events; and if Louisa knows any 
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thing of the natince ef my schmiey the mtieie of 
it will be friumted;' 

^^ But, perhaps, my dear brother,^ said 
Mfo. Dorrenton, ^ my hiuband wilt disapprove 
of her going.^ 

^^ Four husband, E«te,^ answered the Co- 
lonel, ^^ What have I to do iirith ymtr hus- 
band? You are a very excellent person, aoid 
a most affiectionate sister, and your first q)0U8e 
and I w«^ brother soldiers, and I hod the h^^ 
est regard tar him; but he is dead — ^gone — eut 
off—cropped— and has left my meoe behind him. 
You have married again : Darremon is one of 
those excellent anomalies, called, in diis stnmge 
country of ours, upright, downr^ht men; his 
temper is as sweet as the sugar he sells; his 
chavacter as sound as his rum, — ^but he is no 
conjuror — and moreover, has no vote in my c(d- 
l^e : he answers your purpose — ^keeps an esCsh 
blishment together, and makes you, I dare soy, 
very comfortable; but as to his anger or plea- 
sure touching my niece, Louisa, I don^ core 
three of hn sugar-loaves ; nor will I suilfer him 
to interfere one way or the other .'" 

Well, my dear Gkeorge,^ said his sister, 

I did not say'' — 
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YeB, but yoa did sajt, Kate, that te magkt 
not be agreedble to Mr. Dannitoii to part witii 
JjoauuL What's that to me — he caxmot marry 
your dflughter. Why qioil a match ? I ^m all 
for matrimcH^: no giri should be single after 
eij^teen, if I were king.^ 

" Why, what would you do to prevent it ?" 
adced the old lady. 

^'Do? my dear sister, never mind whi^ I 
would do-^I 'd pass aets of Parliament — -Bounty 
UUs—* issue proelamadons—orders in eovmcil— 
I don't know what I would not do. But as I 
ami ttot king, I know what I vtill do, and that 
is, please the Pix, I'll marry Louisa to her 
couan George.'^ 

And upon this measure the Colonel was now 
so perfectly decided, that not all the persuaskms 
of the world united, would have diverted him 
Irom the pursint. To Mrs. Darrenton it appeared 
then, as in all probability it does to my reader 
now, that a more wild and visionary plan was 
never hit upon, but as I always say in doubtful 
cases, time will shew. 

One pointy however, he carried (and, indeed, 
amongst his own relations it was a way he had) 
winch was that Louisa was in no manner to be 



184 zHB.jiAS or UAinr .msmm; 



made aoquaiiiled widi jbvjt pwrt-^f tke Bcheme, 
that no hint was to be dropped cf dM poaailrility 
of her mcetiiig George^r-e point llie mora reai- 
dily. ooDceded by her mother^ becsuBe she could 
not quite divest herself of anLappiebenfiion that 
the interest excited by young Aiden, when a 
boy, in the infiuidne. heart of. her d;ttigfat£r, s^ 
existed in a certain degree. . Lonisa, it.is true^ 
possessed too mudi digm^ of duncter amidst 
her sunpIicitT* too mudiself^oiitNlul aaiidst her 
gaiety, to peraut this fiBefing, am had she ac» 
knowkdged it, to disphy. itself ; yet sure it is, 
that when she heard of the abrupt tenninatkm 
of George^s a&ir with Lady Fxaaoes, she did 
not feel dissatisfied, and when the summons to 
London was sounded by her unck, her antid* 
pations.of the objects wluc]| she was to see in 
the Metropolis, were not unmisEed with a wi^, 
that her cousin George mi^t be amongst the 
number. 

Amongst the GciaoeVB striking cbanieteristios 
were decision and proinptitude-*-he had the 
** halt, left wheef epint of iiis^oiith still strmg 
upcm hm in age, and had no mHacnsaf needless 
delays and useless amngements. Two hours 
only were allowed. Louisa to prepare for th^ 
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forced nuurdi--^ topid^y which I can the more 
easily account toft ia die present instance, than 
m some others: 'seeing) first, that the Colonel 
was anxious to reach the Metropolis as speedily 
as possiUe; and fleooodly, that having no re- 
spect for the calling or intellect of Mr. Darren- 
ton, (who was, neverthekss, an intelligent opulent 
liyerpool Bienshaat,) his cUef anxiety was to 
escape froialiMtgtetkinan's rendoice with his 
pme, without what he comndasod the misery of 
an interview with m man whose occupation he 
undervalued, and for whose intellectual qualities 
he had the most unmixed contempt. With ^ 
&dBe motives to action, there mingled an ap- 
{Mreh^uston that her firther-in^law mi^t seriously 
oligect to h:s niece^s departure ; so that to those 
who know the old gentleman as well as I do, 
it will not appear strange, that before sunset, 
he and his fair dbarge— Au man and her maid, 
were all snugly disposed for the night at the 
Black lion Inn, at Congfeton, on their way to 
town. 

By one of those happy coincidenoes, which 
every day occur, the evening succeeding the 
day upon which Arden and his niece arrived in 
licmdon, had been fixed by Gecnrge for a splen- 
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did msiquendfe* So m ebody had tMi hka thai 
Bun^ueradet were now as perfeetLy exploded in 
decent society, as powder £or ladies and 4wo 
pronged forks ; his ambitioii was therefiaar es^ 
cited, and his resohttion takei^ W attempt the 
revival of a opoBJaa ^ entertainmetit oifiee so 
ImM&aMe: the truth is, that in the days when 
masquerades flourished^ women of quality oc^n* 
sidered it necessary to hide their £soes when they 
mixed in bad sodety--but now, that flagrant vi^ 
sits barefaced in the gay salocm, and crowds of 
wives and dau^ters undii^uised, participate in 
the fhiits of acknowledged prostitution^ prodaiio* 
ing by their presence the triumph of guilty 
affluence over principle and propriety; madis 
are useless. It is true that GecMrge^s house and 
establislonent had acquired that scHt of reputa- 
tion, which rendered it as well f(» modest fe- 
males to appear there incogniiay and this know«» 
ledge added to the wonderful exertions of his 
friends upon the occasion; amagnificent enter** 
tainment was anticipated. 

To this entertainment old Arden meant to 
go, and take his niece-— a measure which he was 
hajqpily enabled to accomfdish without auspJcioQ^ 
his attorney having rec^ved tickets fipom his 
nephew for the fite. It was to the house of this 
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attorney (sttisdted in Montague Pk^, near Rni^ 
sell Square) that the old gentleman and Lomia 
immediataly proceeded on theit arrival in town: 
it was there Aey were reoeiyed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Abberly, ks master and mistriess^ with th» 
most eMdKaLHEannth and unfeigned pkasture. 

The Abberlya were at iiriiiuii whin ihiiii gparts 
arrived, the guests themselves having dined early 
to please the old goideman at some distance 
from the Metropofis. The meal waJi ^{leedily 
finished, and the dessert put down, and Arden, 
who, as the reader may imagine, was most anxious 
to hear tidings of his misguided nephew, com** 
menoed a series of enquiries upeo. the interest- 
ing sobject, when Mrs. Abbody interrupted tiie 
conversation by ading her hudband ^^ jufift to 
ring this belL'' 

This request, having, been complied with, a 
servant appeared) to wbom his imstresa whis^ 
pered, *^ T^ll Dawes to bring the children :^ 
tiie n^an disappeared, and the lady, turnii^ to 
Ijbuisa, with one of those sweet smiles which 
ladies about to praise themselves are m the halnt 
of putting on, said, ^ We are very old-fashionedr 
folks, Miss Neville* Mr. A. and mysdf tiaake it 
a rule to hove all the children round us every 
day after dinner— some people dcm't like it, but 



188 THE MAN OF MANY FBIBNDS.' 

I hope and trust we.ahall nerer be ao fashion- 
able as that comes to.^ 

Miss Neville was about to rgoin something 
very .laudatory, toudm^ infitttiiie attraction 
afln matsKiHu wEectmn^ * inKft a^coiHHHSBHie txth- 
roar and squaBing was h iM ttd in die hall, and 
the parlour door flying open, Dawes made her 
appearance, attended by seven &ie healthy crea* 
tures, varying in thdrhoght from four feet two, 
to two feet four, and in their ages from ten to 
three years. Chairs were ranged around the 
table for the young fry, who were extremely 
ofderly and well-behaved for a diort lime^ and 
in the first instance tdcea to the Gokmel to be 
praised : the old gentleman, who was not parti* 
cularly fond of nestlings at any time, but whose 
whole heart and soul were at the {Mfesent moment 
occupied in the affidrs of his pmfigal, nephew, 
kissed one and patted the other, and ^' blessed 
the little heart "* ^tkUtme, and <* pietty deared'* 
(ktU one, until the ceienHHiy of in^ectiop and 
a{^robation havii^ been fiilly gone through, 
the whole parfy was turned over to Louisa, tO: 
undergo a second, similar operataon; afker this,, 
they were placed upon the chairs assigned to 
them, Dawes retired, and the conversation was; 
resumed. 
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^^ And pny now/' and the Colonel, '* what 
is yotur real opuuKm, Mr. Abberly, of the state 
of pocMT GeotgeV pecimiMy affiurfi?^ 

<' SV laid iU^ierly , '' I really thmk, if you 
wish me to speak candidly — Maria, my dear, 
look at Georgina,*— she is spilling all the st^;ar 
over the table.^ 

^^Gceorgina,^' said Mrs. Abberly, emphatically, 
^^ keep still, clnld ; Sophy, help your nster to 
some sugar/^ 

^^ I really believe,^' continued Mr. Abborly, 
'^ that Mr. George Arden-ilSophy, put down that 
knife — Maii% that child will cut her fingers off, 
how can yoi> letihcar do so — I wonder at you — 
upon my wmd, Sophy, I am quite ashamed of 
you." 

'^ Sophy, you naughty ga\^ cried her Mam- 
ma, ^^ put down that knife, directly, or I ^11 send 
you up^^stairs." 

^^ I was (»ily catting the cake^ Ma,*^ said Sophy. 

^^ Don't do it i^in, then, and rit stiiy 
exchumed the mother; and turning to Louisa, 
added injm uodn^^one^ ^^ pretty dears, it is so 
difficult* to keep tiioa quiet at that age/' 

'';WeU, Sir/:' again said the Colonel, '' but 
l^t me b^ yiou to t^ me seriously what you 
advise then to be done in the first instance.^' 
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^^ Why, there is bat mve ooune,^ mtmwered 
the lawyer, who waft a man of fint^nte talent; 
^^ you know. Sir, there ace diffioreBt modes of 
treating different cases, but in this instance -ther 
course, I think, is dest and evideat-^Ton, jim 
naiighty child, you ^11 be down; get offthe back 
of Colonel Arden^s chair directly." 

'* What a funny pig4ail,^ exdaimed aome^ 
body, in reference to a minufe artidb of that 
lort worn by the Colonel. Sophy lauded and 
slafqped her brdther^a diotilder. 

«< Hush, William,'' esdaiined Mrs. Abberly, 
holding up her hand in a menacing poatine. 

^ And iiM omrae,^ eantinudd die master of 
the house, ^ if there be a chance yet left of pre. 
serving the young man, it wiU be absolutely 
neeessary to pursue.^ 

'< Tell me, thei^ £ir CkKTs sake,'' said the 
Colonel, deeply interested, and highly- agi^ 
tated, *< what you propoae shouid be our first 
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Gemeg^ my bve,'' exchnnd Mrs. Abbtr^ 
ly to bar husband, << will- you be good enot^ 
to sp^dc to Bdbert, he wdii't leave Sopky 
alone, aad he don't imad mr the least in the 
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^* Robertylm fpdet,^ thundered out his fittber 
in an awM tooe. 

^* She won't ghre me any ch«xie% Pa,^' said 
Sobert*. 

*' That's a story, now, Bobert/' cried the 
ddest girl, who was nearly t^a years old, and 
was screwed in, and pdked out, to look like 
a woman ; with curls, and a necklace, and a 
dross exactly like her mother's, who was forty. 

^^I'm sure you have had more than Sophy — 
<mly you are such a rude boy." 

<< Bless my heart I*^ said the Colond, h^ aside, 
and warming a little with the events, ^^ I beg 
your pardon, what did you say you would 
advi^, Mr. Abberly ?"* 

DecWedly this," said Abberly, " I '' 

My lore,^ interrupted Mrs. Abberfy otnee 
more, ^' is that pcn>t or claret, ndar jmi ? Br. 
Mango says Maria is to have half a j^aas of port 
wine every day after dinner, this hot woal!her^--^ 
half a glass — thank you — there^^not m o w*^ 
that will do^ dear ;'' — here Mr. Abbofly had 
condiided the operataon of pouring out. ^Toni,^ 
and Mamma, ^ go and fetch the imt for your 
siater^ there *s a^ dear love.'' 

Tom did aa he waa Ud, tripped his toe &nt 
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the corner of the rug m ptBong round the 
table, and deposited the major part of the porit 
wine in the lap of- Miss Louisa NeviUe, who was 
habited in an apple-green silk pdisse, (which 
she had not taken off since her arriral,) that 
was by no means improved in its appearance 
by the accidental reception of the contents of. 
Miss Maria's glass. 

<< Good God! Tom,^ exdaimed Mrs. Abberly, 
'^ what an awkward diild you are !-^ear Miss 
Neville, what shall we do?-«ring the bell, Sophj) 
send for Simmons, or send £or Miss NeviHe^s 
maid — Miss Neville pray take off your pelisse.^' 

^^Oh, I assure you it is not of the sH^t^ 
est consequence,^ said Louisa, inth oneof her 
sweetest smiles, at the same moment wi^fig 
Tom had been at. the bottom of the Red Sea 
bef(»e he had given her the benefit of his gau" 
cherie: a stain upon a silk dress being, as every 
body knows, at all times and seasons a feminine 
aggravation of the first class. 

Tom, anticipating a beating from some quar- 
ter, but whichj he did not stop to calculate, set 
up a most mellifluous howlmg; this awakened 
from its peaceful slumbers a. fat poodle, who 
had heen reposing after a hearty dinner beneath 
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the table, and who forthwith cpnuneiiced a most 
terrific backing. 

"Be quiet, , Tom,** said Mr. Abberfy,— " Ma, . 
ri|i, my angel, do keep, the children still.** 

"Ma,** exclaimed Maria, junior, "I'm not 
to Jose my wine,-^am I Pa?"" 

," Np, my love, to be sure," said Abberly; 
"Come here and fetch it yourself, my darling.*" 
. ^^ S|ps^ }^i4.^ter 4|rink it ^^Aer^^ Mr. A.," said . 
tbepFu4^nt mother. 

And accordingly, under the surveillance of his 
wife, who kept watching him as to the exact' 
quai^ity, periodiccdly cautioning him with^--there, 
my love— tl;iere, my dear — ^that will do— no more, 
my Jqve, Ssc.-^Mr. A. as she Blaamsburily called 
^m%, PQUfi^4. put anotj^er half glass of port 
^^1^ ^.prescribe4,by Doctor. Mango, for his 
dia»q(ht^r, 

^Old Arden,^ whose, patience was nearly ex- 
hi^uste^, .and , who thought that Mrs. Abberly 
wa% like Lady Cork's ehfdrs upcm state occa- 
siii^^fi^.sQir^w^.tp .her phuse,. sought what he oon- 
sidered, a favourable "lull," as the sailors call it, , 
to endeavour to ascertain what Abberly's plan 
{qr,^ the redemption of bis nephew actually was, 
and had jjust wound himself into an interroga-, 

VOL. I. X 
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tive shape, when Mrs. Abberly called his atten* 
tion by observing, ^^ that a certain little lady,^ 
looking very archly at Miss Maria, ^^ wanted 



very much to let him hear how well she could 
repeat a little poem without book.^ 

Mrs. Abberly had prepared Louisa for. this, by 
whispering to her, that such exhibitions created 
emulation in the nursery, and that Dawes was a 
very superior person, and with Miss Gubbins, 
(who was quite invaluable,) brought them on 
delightfully. 

^^ I shall be charmed, Ma^am,^ sud the Colo- 
nel, heaving a sigh. And accordingly the child 
stood up at his side, and began that beautiful 
bit of Barbauldism so extremely popular in the 
lower forms of preparatory schools, called ^^The 
Beggar^s Petition." Ariden could not, however, 
suppress a agnificant ejaculation, quite intelli- 
gible to his niece, when the dear little Maria, 
smelling of soap and bread and butter, with her 
shoulders pushed back, her head stuck up, and 
her claviculce developed like drum-sticks, squeak- 
ed out the opening line — 

" Pity the sorrows of a poor old man." 

*' Ah !** — exclaimed Arden, at the same time 
pushing back his chair and twirling his thumbs. 
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*^ Pity the sorrows of a poor old man^*' 

continued the sweet innocent, 

** Whose trembling limbs has bore him to oo door« 
Whose dace are dwilden'd to is sortest paiu 
Oh '' 

"Give relief/' 
said Mrs. Abberly. 

'* Give a leaf/* 
said the child, 

^* And Heaven" — 
continued Mrs. Abberly. 

** Give a leaf and Heavens- 
repeated Maria, 

*'And Heaven'*-r- 

" Well, what's next ?'' sidd Mr. Abberly. 

** Give a leaf and Heaven, well what's next ?" 
said the child. 

^^ No, my dear love,'* said her papa, patting 
her little he9d, — 

** Heav'n will bless your store/' 

Why you said it yesterday, my dairling, without 
nilisiBing a single word.^ 

" Heav'n — ^will bless ydur store." 
said the child. 

** Now that's all learnt from the book. Colo- 
nel,** said Mrs. Abberly, ^* not by rote !" 

K 2 
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" Very pretty indeed. Ma'am," said the Co- | 

lonel, " very clever !" ! 

" Ah ! but there are six more verse?. Sir,'* 
said Sophy; "she only knows threej— I can 
say 'em all I'' 

" That you can't/' 6aid Tom; ** I can say 
'em better than you; besides, I can say all 
about ' The Black-beetle's B^l^' jwd ' The BuU 
and the Watering-pot.' " 

" t)h, you story-teller, Tom f 
^' I can," said Tom ; " you may go and ask 
Miss Gubbins if I catft." 

" I know yo:u can't Tom, and 'Miss Gub- 
bins said so only yesterday," replied Sophy. 

" Hush, hush, my dears !" said the master of 
the house, "never niind who says that; you 
know you are older than Tom, my love. Pray 
Colonel," said the fond fkther, turning to the 
agitated old man, " do you think Sophy grows 
like'her mother?'* 

" Very like indeed,'' said the Colonel; at the 
same moment patting Master iRobert on the 
head, who happened to he standildg by him, 
playing with his watch-chain and' seals^;^— the 
merry-andrew dresses of the y9unger}l9tuiche8 
of the fiunily not very distin^at^.r^nirHiQg ^^ 
difference in their sexes.^ 
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i About this* perickl the' Cblonel, ;W1h> was oin 
the poiaat of -despair^ observed^ that he thought 
Louisft had better go and i:liarige h^ dress, 
hoping that a move on her p9H would^ induce 
^e mistress of the house to carry off her troop 
<rf dlickens. Nor was he wrong in his expecta- 
lions, although the operation Was not so speecSIy 
effected ashe had imagined. l?he ceremonies of 
re-ringing the bell, re-summoning the servant, 
re-otderifig DaweiB, W^e all to b€f= jperforriied in 
detail, arid w€*e acoordihglygdhe through, with 
that sort of inechanical preeidi6n,#In«;K' proved 
beyOnd a doabt»'that it w&s, as Mrs. Abberly 
had ^d) ** their constant custom in the after- 
noon** to parade their promiidng progeny after 
dhmer. 

The various fidgettings'and twistings of old 
Arden j whose age and disposition militkted cbn- 
idderably against any thing like a restraint upon 
his feelings, and whose manner generally indi- 
^sated the workings of his mind, had not escaped 
the observation of Mrs. Abberiy, who saw with 
a mother's eye that ** the Colonel was not fond 
^f children.'* It was highly complimentary to 
her perception upon this point, that the old gen- 
tleman whispered in a sort of inhigled agony and 
triumph to Louisa as she passed him, in leaving 
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the dhmer-parlour with all the young fry, 
<'0h, for the days of good King Herod."* 
This fatal speech was overheard by Mrs. Ab- 
berly^ and when the exemplary parent was con- 
fiding to the trusty Dawes the little community, 
whose appetites for supper had be^n duu7)ened 
by the fruits, sugars, wines, creams, and sweet- 
cakes, with which they had been crammed after 
dinner, she observed to that trusty servant, 
^^that Colonel Arden was next door to a 
brute/' Of such tender stuff is maternity com- 
posed, and so str<Higly is implanted in the fe- 
male breast, that exquisite tendemesei for its 
offspring which, however liable at times to cari» 
cature, is at cmce the sweetest attribute of the 
lovely sex which invariably displays it, a.nd one 
of the greatest blessings bestowed on man. 

^^ Well, and now,'' said Colonel Arden as the 
door closed, — ** will you do me the favour, Mr. 
Abberly, to let me a little into your plans for 
George ?" 

The answer, though upon the learned law* 
yer'^s lips, was not given, when Tom returned tp 
the parlour to fetch BiUy, the before-named pet- 
dog of the establishment ; who, thoi^^h he could 
hardly walk, was forced to run and seem frisky, 
and who, half killed by kindness, was Jtntscalled 
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a sweet creature by the younger brandies of the 
family. Billy always supped with the childreii, 
and was now summered to the accustomed meal. 

After a certain degree of huntiog and poking 
under the table^ the animal was extricated from 
his retirement, and peace being again restored, 
the Colonel put die same question to kis host, 
in a dififenoit shape, as to his nephew'^s affiurs. 

The answers he obtained were any thing but 
satisfactory, and it clearly appeared that George 
was not his own master--^that he was actually 
in the trammels of those, whom he supported 
and cherished ; and that while his servants, {and 
particularly his prime mimsiery who was a noto- 
rious rogue,) were carrying on^flieir depredations 
in the domestic part of his establi^ment, his 
friends themselves were fattening on the spoils 
of his fortune; and that every means had al- 
ready been resorted to, to keep up appearances, 
and procure such supplies of ready money, as 
were absolutely necessary to discharge debts of 
honour^ whidi, to Gtorge^s infinite mortification, 
most rapidly aceimnilated upon him; in &ict, 
the harpies by whom he was environed, first 
won of him unfairly^ and then were kind enough 
to raise the money for him, to pay themselves, 
at the most exorbitant rate of usury : and there 
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he was, bewildeied and besotted by a o^mstant 
^persererance in nightly prefliga^i Unable, as Ins 
companions persuaded him, to extricate bimself 
from a bmme of life, wbich Ins own good sense 
would have told him was at oBce destmetiYe 
find disK^utable. 

, The more the Colonel heard of the case, the 
more confirmed he was in the excdlence of the 
plan he had laid ; he frankly told Abberly that 
he was quite convinced that appeals from an 
old man to a yotmg oii^> upon such subjects as 
these, were vain and useless, and that the 
scheme he had in his head was not one of mere 
theories--but as to what it was, that he still 
kepit a prbfoimd seo^et, and even the principal 
pdrfotmer (next to himsdf) was not aware what 
her part in the play was to be. She listened 
with pleasure when Gtieorge was spoken, of, and 
heard with pain, fix)m Mrs. Abberly, of his wild* 
ness and extravagance. . That she inquired with 
any personal motive or interested view, whether 
he was likely to marry, or that she heard that 
no such event was in agitation with any pecuHaj: 
d^ree of satisfaction, I know not ; but this I do 
know, that when Mrs. Abberly added to her in* 
formation upon the subject, the interrogatory — 
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** Why la. Miss Neville, who would have him ?" 
Louisa felt her heart beat, and a sudden flush 
warm her cheek, as if she herself could have an- 
swered the question very decidedly, had it been 
put to her by any person duly authorized. 

Scarcely, however, had the conversation taken 
this interesting turn, before the senior four 
children re-appeared in the drawing-room, ac- 
companied by Miss Gubbins, (their governess,) 
who always drank tea and spent the evening with 
the family, after the toils of the day were over. 

The first operation to be performed after the 
arrival of the party was, the execution, literally^ 
of a duet upon the piano-forte, by Miss Gubbins 
and her pupil Sophy, which was hardly con- 
cluded before Mr. Abberly (who, in the dinner- 
parlour of his Montague-Place house, had heard 
the jingle of the instrument, and immediately 
proposed removing to the drawing-room;) en- 
tered, accompanied by the Colonel, to whom 
Mrs. Abbarly's manner was greatly altered since 
she had heard the avowal of his dislike to chil- 
dren — indeed, she went so far as to suggest to 
her husband, Mr. A., the immediate removal of 
the young people from the apartment, as she 
was sure they worried Colonel Arden. 

k5 
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Not they, my clear Mrs. Abberly,^ $akl the 
old man, good-naturedly; ^^ I love children to 
my very heart, I assure you, and would have 
them treated with every care and kindness, and 
attention ; but there are seasons when even the 
most agreeable things become tiresome; and you 
will, I am sure, excuse me, if I did not express 
all I thought of your dear little ones, after din- 
ner, when you recollect how deeply I was inte- 
rested at the moment in the fate of a child, 
who, if older in years, appears to me little 
their senior in worldly wisdom, and who, in ad- 
dition to difficulties at their, age, has unfortu- 
nately the means and power of doing mischief 
to himself and others.*" 

Mrs. Abberly was greatly soothed by this 
speech; and felt almost pleased with the Colo- 
nel, when he called her favourite Tom (with- 
out exception the rudest and stupidest boy in 
Christendom) and placing him paternally at his 
side, began to question him on sundry topics 
usually resorted to upon similar occasions. 
From this promising lad the old gentleman 
learned that four and four make nine, that 
William the Conqueror was the last of the Ro- 
man Emperors, that gunpowder was invented 
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bj Guy Fawkes, and that the fiinst man who 
went up in an air-balloon was Christopher Co- 
lumbus* In the extreme accuracy of these 
answers, he received a satisfactory corrobora- 
ticm of his constant remark upon the edu- 
cation of boys at home, under the superin- 
tendance of mammas and governesses, and had 
dismissed his young friend with an approving 
compliment, when the boy wishing to shew that 
he knew more than the old man thought for, 
looked him in thie face, and asked him, who lived 
next door to him ? 

"Next door to me^ my fine fellow,'' said the 
Colonely " why, nobody ; that is to say, I live 
in the country far from any other house — my 
next neighbour is Lord Maiephant.'' 

" Ah r said Tom, " and is he a brute. Sir ?" 

" No, my dear,*' answered the Colonel ; " he 
is an excellent man, and one of my oldest 
friends/' 

" Ah, then,*" said the boy, " who lives on 
the other side of you f^ 

"'Why, my neighbour on the other side,'' 
said the Colonel, surprie^ at the apparently 
unnatural inquisitiveness of the child, ^^ is the 
rector of my pariah." 
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Is be a tmite. Sir/' enquired Master Ab-: 
berly. 

** N05 my dear,^ said the Cokmel ; -^^ a pattern 
far ooimtry clergymen — never did there exist a 
better man." 

'* Ah!" said Tom^ evidently disappointed. 

^^ Why do you ask ?*^ said his father. 

" I don't know,'* replied the boy. 

'^ You should never ash questions^ child, 
without knowing why,^ sidd papa. 

•* I do know why, only I shan^t tell," said Tom. 

^^ I desire you will, Tom," said his parent, 
anticipating a display of that precocious wit, for 
which the dunderheaded ass was so celebrated 
in his own family* 

^^ Oh, 1 11 tdl it, if you like! it^s only because 
I wanted to know which of them gentlemen wa& 
brute^" said the boy. 

" Why? my fine fellow," said the Colonel, 
whose curiosity was whetted by the oddity of 
the questions. 

"Why,'' replied Tom, "because when Mam- 
ma was talking to Dawes just now, about you, 
she said you was next dOor to a brute, and so I 
wanted to know who he was.**' 

This was the signal for general consternation ; 
Miss Gubbins hemmed loud, and tumbled over 
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the music, which lay on the piano— the eldest 
girl laughed outright— Mr. Abberly threatened 
to whip his son and heir-^Mrs. Abberly turned 
as red ais scarlet, and endearoured to convince 
Miss Neville of the utter groundlesie^ness oif the 
charge against her, and proclaimed the whole 
affair to be a new instance of Tbm*s precocious 
archness, and a mere application of his own, at 
the moment, of some story which he had heard 
some other person tell. 

The Colonel, however, joined so good hu- 
mouredly in a laugh with his niece, at the ndu 
veit of the boy, and bore the attack with so 
much kindness, that Mrs. Abberly, Whatever 
she might have previously thought or said 
upon the subject, set the old gentleman down 
as a ^^ dear kind «reature,^ and continued prais- 
ing him periodically through the evening to 
Miss Neville. The dear kind creature himself, 
however, was insensible to her praise, as he had 
before been callous to her censure : he had but 
one object, not only in his visit to London, but 
in existence, whidi was the rescue of George 
from impending perdition; which object, and the 
inode in which he proposed to attain to it, made 
all else seem " flat, stale, and unprofitable." 

Whether the feeling of deep interest for this 
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hareJ>rauied youth were infectious, or whether 
her proximity to her early playmate, excited in 
Louisa's breast similar feelings to those of her 
unde on the subject, I am unable to say; but to 
a girl of her penetration and discernment, it soon 
became evident that it was ndther the vice, nor 
the gaiety, .nor the society, nor the sights of 
London, which had drawn her unde from his 
green morocco chair, and forced her from her 
watchful mother^s side:— rthe whole object of the 
expedition was George, and his preservation 
frran ruin. How she was to become instrumental 
in the great undertaking, she had no precise 
idea, but the conversation in which she had 
been engaged with Mrs. Abberly after dinner 
threw some light upon the affair, and the highly- 
wrought description of the prcj^igal^s dissipation 
and involvements, instead of rousing any bitter 
or angry feeling in the young lady's bosom, 
exdted that sort of confusion and compassion 
which, had they been evident to otheKS, would 
have looked more Uke the revival of long dor- 
mant love, than so prudent a personage as 
Miss Neville would have wished to be charged 
with. 
Whatever might have been the deliberations 
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o£ the Colonel and Mr. Abberly, who,- wben 
his sweet faouly were, gone to their repose, 
gaye his client the full benefit of his advice, 
far. different were the consultations held in 
Grosvenor Street under the personal inspection 
of Noel and Dyson : the floors were splendidly 
dialked for dancing, mock flowers were taught 
to twine round marble columns, and lights to 
spring spontaneously from boughs of trees,-— 
odoriferous shrubs in full bloom lined the 
great staircase ; in one comer of the haU was a 
stage erected for French jugglers ; in the din. 
ner parlour, a band for waltzes; in the draw- 
ing-room, Colinet and his troop, for quadrilles ; 
while temporary supper-rooms spread their can- 
vass over the garden at the back of the house, 
and, adorned with every thing to deUght the 
eye and gratify the palate, presented to the mot- 
ley group assembled the most beautiful coup* 
d'csii imaginable. 

To this magnificent /die, under the care of 
Mrs. Abberly and her unc^e, the unsophisticated 
Louisa proceeded ; there she beheld the prodigal 
in all his state and glory, surrounded by his 
friends — his house crowded, his tables groaning 
uiider delicacies, the sounds of music, the glare 
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of lights, the sweet odours d? (^5cbtics, and 
the smoking incense which curled amongst 
the artificial wreaths, the loud laugh of the 
diaracter-masques, the nlly nothingneeises of the 
dominos, all burst upon Lbuisa^s astonished 
senses, and the picture which she had painted 
to herself of dissipation, and the grosser vices 
of libertinism, in which she had imagined 
George to be immersed, were at once changed 
to rapture, and admiration of his excellent tlust^ 
and liberality; and fascinated by all she 'saw 
around her, &he found ten thousand excuses in 
a moment for his extravagance and thought- 
lessness. She beheld him sought and courted, and 
when supper was announced, he led to the ban- 
quet women of the first class of blood and beauty 
—even Royalty honoured the banquet; and to 
Louisa'^s eye,'accustomed as she was upon principle 
to venerate and respect any branch of the reign- 
ing House, the difierence between exalted stati6n 
when adorned by talent and accomplishments, 
and when alloyed by silliness and meanness, 
did not strike her as it would have stricken an 
adept in society. He Was a prince — and of the 
blood ; and as he smirked and simpered and 
asked his needless questions, and talked his 
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ordinary nonsense, she watched him, ^' an thoii^ 
he were a demi-god !" 

My readers are, perhaps, not yet aware that 
old Arden had gone one step farther in his 
scheming than prudence or perhaps deUcacy 
would sanction. When the affair of Lady Frances 
wa^ completely finished, he had in a letter to 
Gecnrge thrown out, not any hints about the 
suitableness of a match with his fair cousin, but 
a general observation that he had in his eye a 
most amiable and lovely person, whom he was 
certain, was calculated to make him perfectly and 
entirely happy. To this suggestion the young 
man, perhaps soured by the infidelity of her lady* 
ship, or it might be resolved never again to trust 
to the frailty of woman, returned a general and 
sweeping reply, by stating his determination not 
to marry, to have been absolutely and definitive- 
ly made. 

The Colonel was quite aware that to press the 
pcnnt, at that moment, was not the likely mode 
to carry it ; and therefore permitted this violent 
and decided rejection of his proposal to remain 
unanswered and unnoticed. 

The Colonel was delisted under all these 
circumstances, when, keeping his own close dis- 
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guise, and engaging the Abberleys to do the 
same, he requested Louisa to unmask. The 
old gentleman wished to see the ejBPect produced 
upon his nephew by her exquisite beauty — a 
beauty rendered more brilliant by its freshness.- 
Unlike the poor dancing ^Is of Almacks, who, 
before the season is three parts over^ are jaded, 
and worn, and haggard, and thin, and so com- 
pletely pulled down from excess of gaiety, that 
even their hair has not strength to curl : here 
was a creature with lips ruby red, and eyes 
sparkling bright, the sweet glow of youthful 
health beaming on her cheek, and with a 
manner new, ndivCf unhackneyed, and un- 
like the common every-day manual and platoon 
exercise of waltzing and looking, which to a 
man of the world either means nothing, or 
means something which it ought not to mean. 
But Louisa could not be prevailed upon to give 
him this advantage : he was caught even as it 
was, by her voice, and figure, and manner ; and 
although she still held his unknown uncle's arm, 
he addressed his fair visitor just as the group 
were taking their leave — 

" Surely,*' said George, with an air of 
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winning softness^ ^^ I may be pennitted to know 
whom I have the pleasure of addressing Y^ 

^^ Not for all the world i" said Louisa. 

^^ Who is this queerJooking gentleman in 
his grey domino,'' asked George, ^^ who haunts 
your steps so closely P— « watchful guardian or 
an anxious uncle V 

" Both,** said Miss Neville, archly. 

^^ Let me entreat,^' added Arden ; and was 
proceeding to increase his intimacy by taking 
the fair one^s hand, and endeavouring to raise 
the curtain of her mask, when the Colonel^ 
drawing her closer to his side, predpitately 
retired from the room. 

The impression made by either of these young 
people on the other was extraordinary. Louisa, 
who had seen George unmasked, made no scru^ 
pie on their return homewards to speak her 
thoughts of her former play fellow; she abso- 
lutely raved about his taste, etdogized his man- 
ners, and in short, elated as she was by4he gaie- 
ty and novelty of the scene, became enthusiastic 
in his praise. 

The Colonel, who was not particularly dis- 
pleased at this avowal of her approbation of his 
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nsphfeW) IlkUpflophiit^'upda' the ifmi(t«6ainam 
of his'enp^^U)^ anAmifpeined by this -lugtN 
brious ttDtifaptitfaiiis'Qf Mr, Abberly^for whom 
Louisa hud auddetily' Conceived the ^nost violent 
difliki^) set it down that Geditge was a mined 
man, and that speedy Hieaeui*e8, if any, must be 
taken for hid redemption. 

Meanwhile' George Was perfectly enmptured 
with his fair cousin^s air aiid manner ; and if his 
uncle bad not purposely taken the precaution of 
using a hired carriage for the evening, his emis* 
saries, who were neither few nor inactiye^ would 
have doubtlessly discovered the name, quality^ 
and readenee of the lovely creatute; 

" I could swear,^ said Gecnrge to Dyson, 
when the house was. cleared of visitors, ^^ that 
that creatiure of whose bright eyes I only caught 
a glimpse through her masque, is the — — " 

'* The most abominable dowdy in Lon- 
don," interrupted Dyson. *^ Come, Greorge, 
rely upon it, it is rather too late in life and in 
the morning, too, for you and me to sit up ragh-* 
ing out romances in real life — this interesting af^ 
fair of beauty in an ecHpse and love at first 
sight, or rather at no sight at all, won'^t do." 

" What's the hour ?'* said G«)rge. 



"Past fibc," answered . his jfiaend; f^sotg©: 
di^p .cxff ywr, sorrow, .wtd I -tad WUsoiCiiipU; 
a^de the ortier of the day.*^ 

." By the wayi,''; said Greocge, " we hav^fs^some- 
thing particular for tcMiay." 
r ^' I^artibcal^r; !" ansinsered Dyson^ ff Indeed 
hav^ we — ^iherQ^s the Fivea Court at o^r^at fbiir 
the dear Countess^gad.how she d^d eatt> this 
last past night of her joyous life.^ 
. ^^ >And .drink i€^^. inteErupted fjeorge. 

Dy 80% ".I iley^ ^$am > a f reensr cre^tur^ in -that 
Une,in,my Hfe:. to be «iirev qiie is dreadfully 
und£^-*rated ; her couttnitheir say is a tallow- 
ohaiidler; iSxui^ upon. my li£^, I never sit near 
her but I faoeyJ smelLthe moulds/' 

^^ Hang the mouldal^ ^aid Qeorge^-^^ she is 
good-natured and I Hke ber.^ . 

^' The gpod-nature as^s^sfirom h^good set of 
teeth,^ saidByson; 5'if ever y^u want lapghers, 
Greorge,^ .to make. up. a qoacty, study the ivory. 
Be sure your guests hffiregood teeth^ and they ^11 
laugh at the worst story of a ^dinn^'-going wit, 
rather, than jKitt'shewudvev^ white .and eren.' 
Never mind; at four we go to the Countess, at 
six we try a new off-leader, at seven I have a 
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short call to make in the New Boad, and at 
eight we all dine here. After thatj trust to 
chance: by the way, George, before you goto 
bed, I^U trouble you to lend me a couple of 
hundred pounds."" 

''To be sure,^' said George, turning to his 
prime minister, who was waiting ; '' Wilson, let 
Mr. Dyson have what he wants.*^^ 

** Sir!'' exclaiined Wilson. 

'^ Don't scold me, Mr. Wilson,'' said his mas- 
ter : '^ My friend Dyson must not be refused ; 
so good ni^t, most worthy Arthur. Saying 
which the master of the house retired to rest, 
escorted by his body^-servant, Monsieur Duval. 

** Now, Wilson," said Mr. Dyson, "the money 
if you please, at your earliest convenience." 

** Money, ar ?** said Wilson. 

*' Yes, money, Mr. Wilson," repeated the 
young wcxrthy ; '* why, you stare as if I asked 
you to pay the national debt ; I only want you 
to give me two poor hundreds of pounds." 

'^ I could do the one as easily as the other," 
answered the man. 

*' Why, you keep your master's purse, Mr. 
Wilson?" 
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I do, sir," said Wilson, " but in these days 
of public retrenchment, I quite am ashamed of 
the office, for it is a sinecure." 

" What, low water, Mr, Wilson ?^ 

** Worse, sir," answered Wilson, ** dry as 
dust." 

'^ That information,^ said Dyson, *^ comes most 
inopportunely just now, the whole of my estate 
lies under my hat, and there are several mort* 
gages even on that property ; and as to borrow* 
ing, there is not a money-lender from A. B. 
at Knightsbridge, to X. Y. Z. at Whitecha- 
pel, who would advance me six pence: how- 
ever, to-morrow may bring us something, Mr. 
Wilson, and in the mean time I'll follow the 
example of my excellent host, and betake myself 
to my slumbers." 

And accordingly .Mr. Dyson departed to his 
diamber: and thus it really was, that at the 
moment when upwards of twelve hundred pounds 
had been expended upon the idle mummery 
of an unmeaning masquerade, the donor of the 
fite neither had himself, nor could command, 
two hundred pounds upon the face of the earth. 
Indeed, Wilson, who was a most admirable 
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c0Hlfivep^r^y<)f> AtiiMe//ff had managed so eK- 
tM^ely well, that;he was amongst the {»incipal 
of his master's creditors, and upon the know- 
ledge of this fact, foimded that independeiuDeof 
manner, oondupt9 and conversation, which were so 
evident to all the by-standers, whenever any cUs-', 
c|ispon tookpliK^ between him and his mastei«. 

little, however, did the dc«mant estahhsh^ 
mept of GrpsvaM^ Street anticipate that/ which 
was onih^ev^ of occurring, and least of all did 
Qeorge piu^pect that his house and^e had been 
vi^ted by bis uncle, whom, under the tuition of 
hi9 numerous and exemplary friends, he had 
hefspi taught for some time past to consider an 
^^ did fool,^ ^a mifi^,'^ an antediluvian, and al^ 
most a madman* 

Soon was this fact, however, to.bur$t upcm his « 
bewildered sens^; and the seccmd succeeding 
day, so soon, as cAd Aisd^n had completed his ar- 
rangements for r amoving fiom AbberJ^^s hapj^ 
dcmiestic c^ircle, in the equivocal eleganoe of 
Montagiie Placed into an hotel nearer his ne* . 
phew^s^ bopsf;, and the civilized pait of the 
tQ^,. he betook him^el{ t^ themansicniiwhich 
h$ had previously visited: en mtuqne. He: 
knocked at the door, which was opened by a 
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half-slumbering, half-surly porter, and en<|uired 
if Mn Arden were at home? — ^**No,'' was the 
answer. The Colonel pressed the enquiry more 
earnestly, ond Wilson, who happened acciden- 
tally to be crossing the hall, was attracted by 
the sternness of the demand, and immediately 
conjuring the old gentleman into an importu- 
nate creditor, thought it his bounden duty to 
bring the small artillery of his personal impu- 
dence to the aid of the heavy ordnance of the 
fat porter^s sulkiness. 

** Who do you want ?*" said Wilson. 

" Mr. Greorge Arden, Sir," said the Colonel. 

" He is not at home,** answered Wilson. 

" Are you sure .?'* 

" Quite.'' 

" I understood from Mr. Abberly,'' said the 
Colonel, '^ that I should find him, if I called 
at this time of the day." 

The word Abberly acted Hke a charm upon 
the ear of Wilson, who associating the name of 
his master's lawyer with some disagreeable pro- 
fessional business, resolved that the present vi* 
sitor should by no means make good his footing 
in the house. 

^^ I tell you he is out. Sir/' said the servlmt. 

VOL. I. L 
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«^ ThMV% Strange,'' md the Cokod. 

^* But true * said Wiladn, pertiy and Mpert* 
tinently— ^* What *« youy boaiiess with him f^ 

^ That, Sir/' said the Cdoml, <' as I take it, 
is no busineas of yours.'' 

'^ Yes, Sr, it is,'' answei^ Wilw©, « if I 
knev who you were, I diould he abk, p^bAps» 
to give you a better answer." 

^^ I am only Mr. Arden's unde, fiir/' said the 
old gentleman, ^^ and I wish partioularly tp 0$9 
my nephew, if it be quite conYeni^t.'' 

'^ My master's uncle. Sir*''— exclaimed Aie as- 
toniahed servant, who hardly know in the hurry 
of his surprise, whether the old gentleman's 
appearance was to be hailed as a ISaYourable 
or unfavourable circumstance. ^^ I b^ you ten 
thousand pardons. Sir, — ^my master is at home 
— of course, Sir, — ^this way, Sir,-*-this way,--^ 
Stevens, call Duval, send him up to me, — tUs 
way, ^;''— and thus, endeavouring by a mon- 
keyUke activity to compensate for the bearish in* 
civility whidi he had displayed before he wfis i^ 
priswdof die quality and character of the visitor, 
he himself udiered the Colonel into the library, 
which, stripped of the gewgaw finery which a 
night or two before had concealed its valuable 
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conteote, presented to the ejEe of the old gentle- 
man, ian apartment ftdl of comfort and inf^Mniia- 
tAfHL Ai a tdble, reading Ae newfipapers of the 
day, iat our young friend, Dyaon, who turned 
round as die door opened, and glancing his eye 
over ihe figure of the. veteran, was turning 
round again to hk reading, when Wikon, anxi- 
ous that he, in common it^ith the rest of the es- 
tablif^tment, should fiod &v6ur in the Colonel's 
eyes, announced the s«d Colonel by his name, 
with the gratuitous additiim^ ^^ my maater^s 
unde^ Sir*'' 

In an instant the indolent lounger leaped 
from his seat, the inactive reader became sud. 
denly anisnaited^ and pkcing a ahm^ wi€i the 
most aiiaiduou9 civility, for the old gentleman, 
congn^ttlated him upon his long widiedt^or ar- 
rival in the house of bis nefdiew, and detailed 
at length the affeetion which GFCorgif daily and 
hoturly* expressed for his venerated reiation* 

^^ Sir^^ said the Colonel, f^ you pkue me 
vartly by die intelligence ^idbich you give me. 
J had almost f eaied that Geor^ had fiorgoitten 



me,'' 



^^ There is no dhance of such an event,^' aaid 
Dyson ; ^^ I know his heart, Cdonel-^e ia fuU 

L 2 
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of feeling and sentiment ; he is all kindness — aH 
affection.'^ 

'^ I presume, Sir, you are intimately acquaint- 
ed with him — have I the honour of speaking to 
Mr. Dyson ?" 

^^ My name t> Dyson,'' said the young mas, 
somewhat surprised that his name should be 
known to the Colonel, ^' and I have the va- 
nity,^' added he, '^ to think that Greorge has 
not a better or more sineere friend than myself, 
— we are the Damon and Pythias of the day, 
called the Tarantulas, from never being half a 
distance apart — do you propose stajring with 
us long. Sir ?'* 

" For some time, I think,** answered the Co- 
lonel: *^ I find that I can't contrive to spend 
my money sufficiently fast in the country ; my 
purse has a plethora— a little bleeding will re- 
lieve it, promote circulation, and benefit the 
constitution generally."* 

Dyson was at once astonished, delighted, and 
overcoine : to hear a man upwards of sevtoty 
years of age talk in this strain — to see him 
making a visit to London to dissipate, were such 
new, such charming circumstances, that Dyson 
instantly fell into the strain, and offered him 
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^very assistance in the agreeable pursuit which 
had brought him to the metropolis. ^' If that be 
the case, Sir,'' «aid the youngster, " I flatter my- 
sdf I may be usefiil: I have polished the pur- 
becks ever isince I was the height of a whip ; am 
oonadered a kind of peripatetic sporting calen- 
dar ; there is not a Peer from an Irish Baron 
upwards that I don^ nod to ; I can give you a 
daily abstract of fashionable scan-mag — and give 
you a hst of ail the thorough-bred running 
horses, names of the owners, and colours of the 
riders." 

" Sir," answered Arden, bowing profoundly, 
and with an imposii^ gravity, « I am infinitely 
obliged to you for the liberal offer of your ser- 
vices,— nobody can deserve my confidence more 
implicitly than the frigid of my nephew." 

" Where the deuce is he?'* said Dyson: **I'll 
run and hurry his grooming; he cannot surely 
know you are here; besides, my quitting you 
will serve a double purpose, I would not for the 
world break in upon your first interview ; so I 
will trot myself off for the moment, and be back 
immediately, and assure yourself^ Sir, that no 
person can rejoice more sincerdy in the addition 
which you will make to our little circle, than 
inyself." 
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Awfty flew Dyscm to his frmxdfnTOsjm^ elaled 
and de%hted with the arowal made by &e old 
gentkttiad, of his intentioiid vni^ regatd to faiil 
mode of living, which, if mtist be aAnktcd^ sihw 
prised Ma iie{^ew, aa much aa it had aatcxHidied 
Dyson ; still, howerer, Qre&rge hjEstened his toi^ 
ktte, and tas speedily as posflible joined his est* 
pecting uncle in the lil»afy^ 

The meeting was eardklr-ihO d affectioii— 
fuU of feefing. Nature, so long eiuled from the 
heart of the young man in hisfouad of profli* 
gate pleasures, seemed doubly powerful,, when 
admitted for a mdment to I^r nghtfhl place. 
He was overcoitte by the sight of the dear kind 
guardian of Ms youthful daysy And, — ^let not hb 
worldly fri^eids know H-^hed tears of joy<^<^ 
gratitude-^-of affection, as his old uticki daspsd 
him to his breasts 

"Well, George," said the Colonfel, "you 
Bxe surprised^you didn't expect me here, did 
you?'' 

" Not in the slightest degree,'^ said Gebrge ; 
" if you^ had apprised me of your design, I 
would haye m^e prqiamtions, and— ^ 

Hang prepalrations !" interrupted his uncle^ 

in an establishment like yours what prepam- 
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tions are necessary ? beitides^ I am an odd fel- 
lofT--*-^ at: the instatit the fancy strikes me-^ 
your last letter decided me.^ 

" Surely, Sir^" aud George, " the expression 
tS my distfliste fot any matrimonial connexion, 
has noft imtated you r' 

'* Irritate i no, no^ boy \^ said the Colonel ; 
^^ you ore perfectly free to act as you please, 
and do as jou hke; besides^ I have the least of 
all possible rights to blame youi* deci«on> since 
I never was married myself." 

No, biit then ^" said George. 

Ah ! stop there — stop there, boy/* said old 
Arden* " You have heard the story — don't 
recall it. I should have married, it is true — ^it 
was to hf^pen otherwise ! Sh6 is in Heaven, 
George, and--4Hit t)utt h nothing to the present 
biisinesa-^you have been deceived; I was robbed 
of alll loVed by the hand of death — ^you were 
deprived of your betrothed too-*-but that was 
by a fri«id.'' 

A friend !^ exclimned George^ indignantly, 
do you call him a friend of mine. Sir ?" 
" You did," said the Colonel. 

Yes; onoe,^^ answered Greorge* 

Uraph,^ said the Colonel, ^Uhat^s past: 






6i 
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and entre nousy Master George, I don't think 
you ever cared very much for my Lady Frances/^ 

" I assure j^ou " 

<< Never mind— never mind: she^s gone I 
say, and there's an end: and you do not mean 
to trust the lottery of life again; that wild 
chance of dipping into a basket of snakes for 
the chance of catching an eel, which, even when 
you have fairly got hold of it, yon are scarcely 
able to keep from dipping through your fin- 
gers." 

*' Why, Sir," said George, " I hardly ex- 
pected to have found you so censorious upon 
the sex, of which you have so long been the 
avowed and powerful champion/' 

^^ I do but joke to please the ^ present temper 
of your mind,^ George," said the old man; "let 
cynics and satirists rail at marriage till their scur- 
rilous tongues ache, they will never talk, down 
the advantages of female influence upon society,, 
nor the blessings of that union of hai^ and 
hearts^ whidi is, in real truth, the source of all 
happiness :upon earth; but I ndther mean to 
preach nor to plague you. In your own case, I 
admit all your arguments against & new ccm- 
nexion, and shall never again inl^ere with ad- 
vice or proposals — so let us change the subject^ 
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and tell me— -I see by the newspapers that you 
are leading a very fAshioiiftbk life." 

*' As to the newspapers, Sir," sidd ^eorge^ 
^^ you know they are no guide. I gave a masp. 
querade here the other night, and Dyson and I 
amused ourselves the next morning by sending 
accounts of it to the papers, taking special care 
to enumerate whole shoals of fashionable people 
who never were ov«r my threshold in their 
lives; howev^, barring a few of these little 
venial deceptions, I think I am doing the thing 
handsomely." 

** Your studies I perceive are going on at 
the same time,^ said old Ardeli, in a tone not 
easily to be mistaken, ^^ the preparation for par* 
liament — ^for office. You remember how we 
used to talk it over some years since ?'^ 

" My studies," said George, ;",are dianged 
only in the method of pursninj^ thefai.' Formed 
to live in the world 4ild with men; instead of 
wasting my fim^ .-in; dull theories, deep reading, 
abstract calculations, or abstruse sciences, which 
every day are undergoing the most rapid and 
striking alterations and improvements, I have 
devoted myself to the study of mankind. I have 

■ 

made myself master of all that is going <«i, and by 
this system of observation upon things in general, 

l6 
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liaTe enabled myself to steer dear of dkose eviltf 
to which men at my time of life aie generaDy 
liable, and the frmt of aU this study is the pos- 
session of exoellent friends, faithAil sek*Vants, the 
best acqaaintanct), and uniTersal popularity.*' 

^ How happy yoa must be, George!*' sidd hi9 
ande. ^^ I beliere I saw oile of your intimate 
Mends here just now ?'' 

** You did. Sir,* answered George, •• Arthur 
Dyson, an etcellent fellow, a^d the best judge 
of horse-fiesh, always exce|>tikig tnysetf) in Eng^ 
land.'' 

^^ I was a good deal stndcen by the mgenu^ 
ousness and candour of his manner i^d convert 
sation,'' rephed the Colonel ; ** it is otily in Lon^ 
don one meets with such unreserved openness 
upon a first acquaintance.'' 

" London, Sir,** answered Gkorge ^ is the 
place of all places in the habitable globe to inha« 
bit. The * Eternal C5ty ' is good for a temporary 
s^our — Paris, with its operas and boulevards 
and fHes and circles, is litely and agreeable tbr 
a season-^but London is the place to siettle in ; 
the people are dll^ somehow or other, so actively 
employed, and pass their time in such an unin- 
terrupted round of marrying and dying, without 
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the least lassitufie or the smallest touch of ermui : 
one man is ]xadii|->-«aother marred— no distaste-^ 
every thmg is changing and new^ pleasures vary 
with the seasons^ and the scythe of Time itself 
is hidden in flowers.'^ 

^^ A mighty pretty {ttcture, George,^ smd the 
Colonel. 

^^ You mean I hope to stay amongst us ?*^ 
enquired the young man. 

^^ I doj indeed," said his unde ; ^^ I^mean to 
take a house in Lcoidon immediately.^ 

^^ Then,^ said Greorge^ ^^ Dyson is absolutely 
your man, he has such taste-^such tact. 1^11 
call him into council; as to your horses and 
carriages he will be indispensable: his ad* 
vice, I assure you, is universally asked and fol* 
lowed upon such points.^ 

" He fives with you, does he not ?" said the 
Ckdonel. 

^^ He is good enough, Sir,^ said Creorge, ^^ to. 
make this his home, and you may depend upon 
it I will take care you shall have the full benefit 
of his experience ; besides whidi, my man Wil-* 
son shall attend you. He will save you all care 
and ansdety about servants, and will manage 
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your cellars capitally, and, in -short, do efery 
thing icft y^u wiAout the least troiftUe.^ 

^^ I accept yoiET dFer, with many thanks," said 
the Colonel ; " however, I must leave yoii just 
now. I am staying at Kirkbam's here in your 
neighbourhood, and if you can send your man 
to me in the course of the day I really shall feel 
obhged/' 

It is needless to add that directions were 
forthwith issuied to Wilson to attend the old 
gentleman at the hotel, to which he returned 
fully convinced from what he had seai of a 
morning in GrosvencNr Street, (in addition to 
his experience of an evening passed there be- 
fore,) that his unhappy nephew, full of the con- 
fidence of inexperienoe and the pride of youth- 
ful wisdom, was in fact the veriest dupe ima- 
^nable. — 

My readers by this time may, perhiqps, an-' 
ticipate the nature of the old gentleman's plan, 
which, however, remained a profound secret as 
far as Louisa was concerned* She, poor ^rl \ 
was temporarily consigned to the care of 
Mrs. Abberly, who was to chaperone her about 
town to all the sights, but alas ! to nothing 
else: for Mrs. Abberly moved in that class of 
semi-fashion, which consorts amicably and conti- 
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nuoualy within itself, but neirer exceeds a cer^ 
tain drele. The Abberlys had» beades their 
coachman, but one male servant, who waited at 
(£nner in a livery, sometimes assisted by the said 
coachman £resh from the staibles, smellhig like 
Astley's Amphitheatre of Arts. And they kept 
a blue coach, with red wheels and yellow cyphers 
painted on the pannels, drawn by a pair of job 
horses, and Mr. Abberly used to think it quite 
dpiry to wear a white hat and sit upon the 
coach-box and drive them himself on Sundays, 
up and down the Wellington-road in Hyde 
Park. My reader will easily perceive that no- 
tions of London formed in such company must 
be perfectly erroneous, and that oiu* poor belle 
from the country stood but little chance of un- 
derstanding the real merits of a metropolitan 
life under such tuition. 

It must be confessed that the sight of George 
in the midst of his amiable dissipation had re- 
kindled the flame which had long lain dormant 
in her heart, and the principal interest excited 
by the kind and attentive proceedings of Mrs. 
Abberly towards her young and interesting 
charge, arose from the constant hope she che- 
rished of meeting in some of their rambles the 
object of her undeviating thoughts. Things, 
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however, were not to happen quite so fortu- 
nately; and time and patience were both re- 
quired tor the great work her unde had in hand* 

According to his nephew's prcnniae, the Colo- 
nel found Wilson at the hotel waitii^ for him at 
four o'clock : and he made his advances to the 
old gentleman, in a manner so totally different 
from that in which he repulsed him at his mas<» 
ter^s dcxxt in the moming, that Arden could 
hardly believe himself speaking to the same 
man. 

Wils<m bowed subserviently and said that be 
waited Upon the Colonel by his master^s orders. 

<^ Yes, Sir,"" said the Colonel, ^^ I am in want 
of servants ) my nephew tells me you can re- 
commend me soole.^ 

'^ I flatter myself, Sir, that yon will not be 
dissatisfied with my exertions upon that head — 
how many and of what description. Sir," asked 
Wil^n, " do you want ? — three or four ?'* 

'' Three or four. Sir !" said the Colonel,-- 
^' six or seven livery servants at least !^ 

^^ Six or seven i" repeated Wilscm, ^^ dear me, 
Sir, you will require a large house.'' 

*^ A very hfrge oae indeed, Sir,^ said the Co- 
lonel; ^^ perhaps you cotild make enqmries about 
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thU n%hbotirhabd for one, I prrfef tlus piurt of 
London/' 

^' Why, I certainly do know of one to be kt 
at this ve^ mameat^'^ said Wilson^ '^ with four 
dr*wing*rooms en imte^ hurge Verandah, and 
conservatory, overlooking the Pork. It was 
Splendidly fitted up for a& eminent merchant 
who failed." 

^^ Poor man. T' righed the Colonel, '^ and 
obliged to quit it P" 

^^ Not exactly, Sir : after his failure,'' said 
Wilson, ^'he found it not quite hilrge enough, 
so he moved to a better, and therefore this one 
is to be had." 

^^ Provided it be suflSciently spacious for me, 
and capable of accommodating my estaUishment, 
I^U take it," said the old gentleman; ^* so pray 
make the earliest possible enquiries about it. 
And now. Sir, about liveries for these men- 
s^*vants of whofti we wet« speaking; ho# can 
we manage that speedily ?" 

** We can manage very well. Sir,*' answered 
Wilson, ** until Nugee can get yours made up; 
we have always a feyr spoife suits, either for the 
hired waiters at our large parties, or for the offi- 
cers who happen to be staying in the house.'* 
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^* Officers ! Sir/^ exclaimed the Colonel, red-* 
dening with anger. ** Officers, Sir, wear li- 
veries ?** 

^^ Yes, Sir, sheriff^s officers I mean ; who 
sometimes are left in possession, when any man 
in a hurry runs us up to execution." 

^^ And has it really come to thhT thought 
the old gentleman. « Well, Sir,** said he, " I 
shall leave all these matters to your good ma- 
nagement ; but there is one servant about whom 
I must of course be more particular^ I mean 
my— I hardly know what to call him,*** 

House*steward, perhaps," suggested Wilson. 
Hardly that,^ said the Colonel; ^^ indeed 
I know nothing more suitable, at present, than 
to call him a Wihon, I want^ in short, just 
such a servant as you appear to be to my ne* 
phew, filling as it were a combination of offices 






in one." 



u 



What the wags call a fac-totum. Sir," said 
Wilson, jocularly. 

" I don't know a wag when I see one. Sir," 
said the Colonel gravely ; " but I perceive ypii 
understand precisely irhat I mean.^ 

" Why, Sir, to find exactly such a servant as 
myself, it may seem vain in me to say it,'' said 
Wilson, affecting a downcast look of modesty, 
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*^ but I reaUy do not^ at this moment, know 
where to look for a person qualified as I am." 

" Well, then, Mr. Wilson, suppose ytm were 
yourself to come to me,^ said the Colonel. 

^^ I, Sir,*^ exclaimed the astonished and well* 
pleased servant, "I, Sir, leave my master — 
such a master as mine is — a master who has al- 
ways been so kind — so generous — so liberal r 

Wilson had gotten thus far in his speech, 
when he suddenly recollected that Greorge had 
nearly finished his career of dissipation, while 
Ws unck was only just, beginning bis: his affec- 
tion and gratitude to the young man w^e just 
on the point of yielding, when the Colpnel de- 
cided the affair by abruptly asking him what 
wages George gave him ? 

" Why, the wages. Sir, are not much,'' said 
the doubting menial — ^^ it is my attachment 
makes the place valuable to me. I — get but 
ninety guineas ar-year nominally — ^an admitted 
picking of perquisites, and a bottle of claret per 
diem — ^taken at discretion, Sir.*' 

^^ Come to me, my excellent feUow," said the 
Colonel, exultingly, ** and I '11 double the whole 
— two hundred a^year, and two bottles of claret, 
there !" 

^5 Sir, you are extremely liberal," repKed 
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Wilaon, having al the motoent dd^minfd upon 
closing the bargnn^ ^* but thers is i^eftUy nobody 
in the worlds eisoepi his unele^ Sir> to whom I 
would go from Mr. Greoig^; but sm I conclude 
you will alwiys live togeth^^ I ehail be proud 
to accept your oflfer.^ 

" We ahall itot Hve together, .Mr. Wilson,'^ 
said Ardeti) ^^ but I eee the bargain is struck, 
and you belong tso mi* Leave the rest of the 
nutter to my guidan^4 111 arirange about 
your getting away from Geoarge imme^iiately ; 
because, as I have told you, I shall tell him, I 
Want a confidential pmon about m^ dnd he is 
not eqnidly at a h>s&/' 

^^ You may trust mc, Sir," said Wilson, bow- 
ing profoundly. 

^^ I know, it. Sir," said the Colonel, *^ and in 
the first instance^ and in the outset of our cfr- 
iieer, Mr. Wilson, your discretion murt be sper 
cially called into play. I ha:?e arrived, as) you 
perc&ive, at a c^iain tkne of life — ^no ^wtpli'- 
ments, Mr. Wilsbn ; I am seventy-two.— I haVe 
fatought a young imd intereslii^ female to Lon- 
don with me/' 

" Ohr said the servant^ archly; <^ I see. 
Sir, and the lady is to live in our house.^ 

^^ Yes, she is," ilnsweted the old man, ^^ and 
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to do the honours of dur house too ; and I de- 
sire that you, and all those who may be pat m 
authority under you, will obey her orders, and 
pay her every tefspeoiJ* 

*^ Your commatidtf diaU be obey^ to the 
letter, Sir,^ said Wilson. 

^^ My ne{^w. has itever seen this young 
person/' continued the Cdlond, ^^ tcKtnorrow 
I shall introduce tYiem to each other ; in the 
mean time, proceed yoU with the engaging of 
servants, ^ve me direetioas by which I may 
find the hotise you speak of, add above all, say 
nothing to your late master, of what has passed 
between us touching this test subject. BeeoUect 
you are my servant, now, Mr* Wilson«— you 
wiU, therefore, return here by seven, and when 
I come in to dress for dinner I hope to find 
you with at least half your cominissioal ejce- 
cuted; but as to the young lady^-^prudehce, 
Mr. Wilson, you underi^tandk'^ 

And so they parted, the Colond keepilig his 
finger laid dosely to his lip as he left th^ room^ 
and the servimt absolutely enraptured with the 
bright proipect before lum. The impression mlule 
upon his mind was^ nev<irCheleiM, that the Colonel 
was mad — a feeling oonindefably strengthened 
by the discovery that a youi^, and as he had 
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just heard, interesting girl, was the companion 
of his journey to town. His first step was to re- 
turn to Grosvenor Street, where he found his 
ci'^kvant master waiting for him.^ 

** You have staid long, Wilson," said George, 
somewhat more sharply than usual. 

** I have been arranging matters with the old 
man," answered Wilson, ^^ and I declare, Sir, 
he is the best creature alive."*' 

^^ I told you so," said George. 

*^ But I have a piece of news to announce. 
Sir, at which, I hope, you won't be angry," 
said Wilson : " I must quit your service." 

" Quit my service !" exclaimed George. 

^^ Yes, I have been solicited, nay forced, by 
your amiable uncle, to superintend his house, 
hold and establishment." 

^^ Are you serious. Sir ?'* asked his master. 

^' Grave as a judge. Sir," replied Wilson. 

" What ! do you really mean to say, Wilson, 
after having been treated by me as you have 
been, that upon the first blush of a better ofib- 
you will leave me, and all my affairs at sixes 
and sevens — me, to whom you owe every thing?" 

^^ Except the triflmg balance which you hap- 
pen to owe me. Sir," said Wilson, in a tone 
which in a moment irritated George to the very 
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heart's core, and which in another similar space 
of time would, in all probability, have brought 
Mr. Wilson horizontally on the floor, had he not 
adroitly watched the coming storm, and saved 
himself from its effects by suddenly disclaiming 
every thing like the paltry love of gain in his 
proposed change of service, and adding, in a 
subdued tone, ^^ but what does money sigmfy — 
it was y(yiir interest I had at heart in accepting 
the dtuation. Sir. I saw, in an instant, how im- 
portant it was that you should have a man de- 
voted to your cause actually established in your 
uncle^s house; nothing but tiiat consideration 
would have induced me to listen to the pro- 
posal ; besides. Sir, I have news of a different 
nature, which will startle you, and at the same 
time afford an additional proof of my prudence.^ 

^^ Nothing, I think, will surprise me itou?, 
Wilson^*" said George ; *^ I have seen and see 
such things every day passing before my eyes, 
that I have learned never to be astonished at 
any thing. I should not even wcmder if my 
uncle proposed keeping a mistress." 

" 'Gad, Sir,'' said Wilson, forgetting, or ra- 
ther violating all his promises of secresy and 
pvudenoe, *^youVe hit the very thing — there's 
a chere amie in the question." 
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^ Bidiouloiu !'' oKciamied Gtecnge. 

^^ True, as gcMpeV npUed the ienranL 

'* Who if «he, what is die?'' enquired the 
aephew. 

^ There, Sir, I must at present be secmit : 
first, because I have pronised your unde pxOi. 
found silence on the sulgect; aod secondly, be- 
cause, as yet, I do not happen to know any 
thing about it. But as the eld g«itleman says 
«iie is young, intaresting, and amiable, I ooo- 
chide that she will turn out to he the arphan 
daughter of some opustry dei^^man, with nine 
diildren, who died a yidam to (^Teumsfanoes, 
and left his family to ^ the care of the cfaaiitaUe 
and humane.^ ^ 

^' This it, indeed, nevrs,^ said Geoi^ more 
thouj^it&dly than usual ; eonvisiced in lus o«m 
mmd, not onih|r that his unde would be com- 
(detely focded during his life-time, but that his 
property would be diverted from the course 
into whidi he always expected it to flow ; and 
devolve, perhaps, with his name, upon some art- 
ful young woman, who would go so faf as to de- 
base herself by marrying age, disease, and de- 
arepitude, for the sake of mcmey^. the wantcm 
expenditure of which, she would anxiously anti- 
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eipate, whan the Ynetahoi M yictim of h&r d^ 
pravity and dnp&dtj, dboisld lie moylderiog in 
his gisve. Indeed, Greorge's gmtificaiicHi at 
hearing tl^ bit of inUSSigsnce did not quit^ 
keep pace with his surprise. 

Different iras the effect produced up<m his ex* 
oellent friend, Mr. Bertie Noel, who si^w in th^ 
information, promise of future flirtations and in- 
trigoe ; the moment the news xea^ed U^ ears he 
congratulated George upon the lusqui^ltipn of an 
UBcfe m London, who poroposed not only to fur- 
nish houses, dinners, carriages, and boi^s for 
the use of his fiiends, but even a youi^ and 
beautiful mistress to superintend the expenditure. 

Greorge, wfaoqe faults were v{ the headt most 
certasnly had not tfaougbt of refining upon 
his unde's apparent indisereiicm, or of making 
him, evea in thought, ihd dupe of his ^rtiSm, 
and the sufferer by his libertiniam: it was true, 
he sav the folly of his undels keepoig Ja amstress 
at his jdme of IfiEe, hit he did not look d^ejdy 
and oooUy into the suh}ect, with a view cif grati* 
f yii^ hia own evil prapenrities at his uncle's ex- 
pense. Bertie Noel, however, felt no deKcacy 
upon that head, nor would his feelings have 
been hurt had the Colonel been hi$ uncle instead 
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of bisfriend^ uiider sknilar circttmstances ; as 
it was, there were no ties to be broken, no faith 
to be violated, and ance Bertie Noel was a loose 
philosopher who would ventiure to justify the^ 
crime of seducing his friend^s wife, by asserting 
the impracticability of seducing the wife of his 
enemy, it seemed probable that the chere amie 
of the veteran Colonel (as Mr. Wilson so know- 
ingly termed her,) was in a; fiiir way of being 
speedily besieged. 

Meanwhile Mr. Arthur Dyson, whose pas- 
sions and feelings were, as I have before oh- 
served, absorbed in the pursuits of the turf 
and the gaming table, was assiduously employed 
in looking at horses for the old gentleman's stud, 
and sundry meetings were held with ** l^s^* of 
various classes and denominations, as to what 
cattle it would be most advantageous to put 
into the Cokmefs 'Staible. Tall, shewy horses, 
with sand-cracks ; Bolters, and kickers, and all 
the unmanageable and unsaleable brutes which 
had been cast from Milton's and Elmore'^s were 
speedily collected and brushed up in breaks for 
the inspection of the Colonel, who affected a 
placid indifference to the points of the animals, 
as they were paraded before him, and an utter 
ignorance of the subject altogether, which last 
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piece of conduct principally astonished his ne- 
phew, who knew that he had been an excell^at 
judge of a horse, and only attributed the strik- 
ing difference which he perceived in the old 
gentleman^s manner, to some defect in his sight, 
which, having chosen to play the rake, he 
did not care to acknowledge. StQl, however, 
his mind's eye appeared to be suffering under 
some discxrder as difficult to account for, as 
his bodily blindness. His quick, shrewd char- 
racter appeared to George to have undergone 
a change fully as remarkable as his conduct; 
and, in short, from the extreme easiness of his 
cbsposition, and the proportionate activity of 
Dyson, the young man entertained serious ap- 
prehensions that his uncle was likely to be 
seriously imposed upon. 

Wilson^s assiduities with respect to servants 
were unbounded; characters, testitaonials of 
long service and unsullied integrity, from all the 
first noblemen in London, in behalf of appficants 
for places, covered the Colonel's table. Dyson 
undertook the choice of coachmoi and grooms ; 
Wilson himself selected for Miss (as he called 
Louisa) a pair of superfine ladies' footmen, 
with long legs and broad shoulders, and fixed 
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upon a person whom he had himself known in* 
tiniately, for many years^ as excellently qualified 
for the oflSoe of butler. 

George gave his unde a splendid dinner, in 
the evening of this very day; and introduced 
him to many of his numerous friends, amongst 
whom Mr. Bertie Noel was by no means baek* 
ward in dbtinguishing himsdtf by the most par*- 
ticular attentions and civilities to the old gentle- 
man, whose total silence on the subject of his 
female campagnon de voyage confirmed all the 
susjncionsof the young gentlemen, as to the cha. 
nct&c and oonditian of the lady. Towards the 
close of the evening cards were menticmed, as if 
accidentally, and preparation made for playing: 
the Colonel expressed a weU-feigned astonish* 
ment at the appearance of the table, and afiect* 
ed to believe that play in private houses, what- 
ever mi^t be done in dubs, was rarely to be 
met with. George explained away this solecism 
in a manner, which, although he thought he was 
domg the thing very dexterously, convinced his 
uncle that the gentlemen who usually formed the 
parties in Grosvenor Street, were of a descrip- 
tion not likely, if thmr play had been confined to 
clubs, to play at all, being in his estimation 
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persons who would mevitably huve been dosed 
with black pills, had they v^itured to try the 
higher flights of fmdiionable profligacy. 

In sh<Nrt, the Colcmel saw enough, and saw 
too th^ to the flagrant vices and barefaced 
impositions of his pretended friends, George waa 
owlJ>lind; and on his way homeward to the 
hotel, which he was to quit the next day for his 
splondidly-fiimi^bed house, he revolved in his 
miml the course of proceeding most likely to 
open his eyes. 

In the morning the old gentleman received 
the visits of sundry tradeaonen, to whom he had 
given (Mxiers for different articles of dress; and 
Wilson, who was fuUy installed in his high of- 
fice, presented for his approbation. Monsieur 
RissoUe, ^* without exception the befit cook in 
the United Kingdom.^ 

The particular profession of this person, the 
Colonel, who understood veiy Uttle French, was 
tor some time puzzled to find out ; he heard a 
vocabulary of dishes enumerated with grace and 
fluency, he saw a ranarkably gentlemanly look- 
ing man, his welli.tied neckcloth, his wellrtrim- 
med whiskers, his white kid gloves, his glossy 
hat, his massive chain encircling his neck^ and 
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protecting a lepeatbg Breguer, all pronounciiig 
the man of ton ; and when he came really to 
comprehend that the 8weet-4scaited, ring-fingered 
gentleman before him, was willing to. dress a 
dinner on trial, for the purpose of displapag 
his skin, he was thunderstruck. 

'^ Do I mistdkeT* said the Colonel : *^ I really 
beg pardon-^it is fifty-^ht years since I 
learned French— -am I speaking^ to— a — (and 
he hardly dared to pronounce the word) — 
cook?" 

^^ Oui, Mcmsieur," said M. lUssoUe ; '^ I be- 
lieve I have de first reputation in de profession : 
I live four years wiz de Marqui de Chester^ 
and je me flatte dot, if I had not turn him 
off last months* I should have superintend. his 
cuinne at dis mcmient.'' 

^^ Oh, you discharged the Marquis, Sir P'' said 
the Colonel. 

^^ Yes, m(Hi Colonel, I discharge him ; be- 
cause he cast afi&ont upon me, insupportable to 
an artist of sentiment.'' 

*^ Artist !^' mentally ejaculated the Colcmel. 

^^ Mon Colonel, de Marqui had de mauvais 
gout one day, when he had large partie to dine, 
to put salt into his soup, before all his com- 
pagnie.'^ 
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^^ Indeed/' said Arden ; ^ and, may I ask, is 
that oonffldered a crime,. Sir, in your code ?" . . 

^^ I donH know Code," said the man, ^^ Morue ? 
«— dat is salt enough without/' 

^^ I don't mean thaty Sir,^ said the Colonel ; 
^^ I adc, is it a crime for a gentleman to put salt 
into his soup ?" 

^^ Not a crime, mon Colonel," said Bissdle, 
^^ but it would be de ruin of me, as cook, should 
it be known to the world, — so I told his Lord- 
ship I must leave him; that de butler bad said, 
dat he saw his Lordship put de salt into de 
soup, whidi was to proclaim to the universe dat 
I did not know de propre quantity of salt re- 
quired to season my soup." 

^^ And you left his Lord^p for thiUf^ en- 
quired the astonished country gentleman. 

^' Oui, Sir, his Lordship gave me excellent 
diaracter ; I go afterward to live wid my Lord 
Trefoil, very good, respectable man, my Lord, 
of good family, and very honest man, I believe- 
but de king, one day, made him his govemeur 
in Ireland, and I found I could not live in dat 
devil Dublin," 

«No!" 

^ No, mon Colonel — it is fine dty,** said 
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RissoUe-*^' gofod place— but dune ii no Italian 
Opera.'* 

<^ How diockxngr md Atden, ^ and you 
left his Excellency on that account ^ 

** Oui, mon Colonel." 

'^ Why, his ExceUency managed to Uve there 
without an Italian Opera,^ said Arden. 

** Yes, mon Colonel, cVst vrai — ^but I pre- 
sume he did not know dere was none when he 
took de place — ^I have de character firom my 
Lbcd, to state why I leave him.^ 

Saying whidi, he produced a written oharao- 
tar 'from Lord Trefoil, who bong a joker, as 
well as a miiiffister, had actually stated the facft 
related by the unconscious turnspit, os the 
reason for their separation. 

^' And pray. Sir/' said the Gdond, ^* what 
wages do you expect ?** 

^^ Wages ! Je nVntend pas, mon Colonel,^ 
answered Bissolle; ^^ do you teean de stipend*-^- 
de salarie?^ 

*^ As you please/' said Arden. 

" My Lor Trefoil,** sakL BissoUe, "give to 
me seven hundred pounds a-year, my wine, and 
horse and tilbury, with small tigre for him."^ 
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'' SmaU what. Sir?" exclaimed the astonished 
CdoneL 

" Tigre,'' said BisaoUe, " little mattJboy, to 
hold de horse.'* 

'^ Ah!" sud Arde% ^ seven hundred pounds 
a«year, and a tiger f 

^^ Exclusive of de pfitiaseri^y nxm Colonel, I 
never touch dat departementy hut I have de ho- 
noui^ to. recommi»id Jenkin, my aster's hus. 
band, for the pAtiaeriej at five hundred pound, 
and his wine. Oh Jenkin is dog ship at dat, mon 
Colonel" 

^^ Oh ! exdudve of pastry," said the Colonel, 
emphatically. 

^^ Oui, man Colond,'' said BissoUe. 

^^ Which is to be contrived for five hundred 
pounds per annum, additional Why, Sir, the 
rector of my parish, a clergyman, and a gentle* 
man, with an amiable wife and seven children, 
has but half the sum to Eve upon.^ 

'^ Dat is hard," said Bissolle, dunging up 
hb shoulders. 

^< Hard— it tf hard. Sir," said Arden ; '' atid 
yet you will hear the men who pay th^ cooks 
sev^i hundred a-year for dresang dinners, get 
up in their places in Parliament, dfriaim against 






248 THE MAV OV KANT F11IBN08. 

the. exorbitant wealth of the Church of Eng- 
land, and tell the people that our clergy are 
overpaid.^ 

Poor clergie ! mon Colonel,^ said the man, 

I pity your clergie; but deii, you doat re- 
member de science and experience dat it require 
to make an omelette souffle." 

" The Devil take yoiu: omelette. Sir,'* said 
Arden ; ^^ do you mean seriously and gravely to 
ask me seven hundred pounds a-year for your 
services ?**' 

^^ Oui, vraiment* mon Colonel,'' said RissoUe, 
at the same moment gracefuUy taking snuff 
from a superb gold box. 

^^ Why then, damn it. Sir, I canH stand this 
any longer,^ cried the irritated novice in the 
fashionable world; ^^ seven hundred pounds! 
make it guineas, Sir, and I 'U be yottr cook for 
therestofmylife.^ 

The noise of this annundation, the sudden 
leap taken by Monsieur Rissolle to avoid some- 
thing more serious than words, which be. antici- 
pated from the irate Colonel, brought Wilson 
into the room, who, equally terrified with his 
QalUc friend at the symptoms of violent anger 
which his master^s countenance displayed, stood 
wondering at the animation of the scene ; when 
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Arden, whose rage at the tionchalance of Bissollej 
at first impeded his speech, uttered with an em- 
phasis not to be misunderstood.-^ 

** Good morning — Sir — Seven hundred .'^ 

What the rest of this address might have 
been it is impossible to say, for before it was 
concluded Rissolle had left the apartment, 
and Wilson closed the door. — To this faithful 
friend the .astonished artist communicated all 
that had passed, and before his return to his 
master^s room, the old gentleman had bitterly 
repented giving way to his natural indignation 
at the wanton extravagance of the age, when 
for his purpose a placid acquiescence in all its 
follies was what he ought to have exhibited. 
Having, therefore, cooled himself, and taken a 
resolution to bear any thing of a omilar nature 
that might happen, with patience and philoso- 
phy, he rang the bell, and enquired if the 
tradesmen whom he had appointed were ar- 
rived, it beiiig his full determination to make 
his personal appearance correspond as much as 
possible with the prevailing taste of the day. 

His shoemaker, of course selected by Wilson, 
a celebrated prpfessor, first entered the apart- 
ment: to him the Colonel exhibited his feet in 
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the purgatory of a pair of pumps, into which, 
with the assistance of his own man, and a shoe* 
ing-hom, the old gmtlenlan had compressed his 
proper proportions. 

'' T%ese shoes, Sr, are too tight by half,'' 
said Arden. 

^^ Excuse me. Sir, they seem to fit capitally,'' 
replied tiie shoemaker, with an assurance equal 
to that of him who fitted my Lord Foppington 
in the play. 

<< They dont look well about the heel," add- 
ed the Colonel. 

" Why, Sir," said the man, with a half sup- 
pressed smile, *^ we only profess to make shoes ; 
Nature does tiie rest." 

^^ Umph !" said Arden, resdved upon keep- 
ing his temper, yet perfectly understanding the 
insinuation,*-^^ All I know is. Sir, they jnnch 
mfe confoundedly when I walk." 

^^ Walk !" exclaimed the shoenudcer, with an 
expresnon of astonishment : ** Oh ! — ^why, — Sir, 
we serve very few goitlemen who walk in dress 
shoes,--but we will see and stretch them. Sir." 

And as he was withdrawing firom the audience 
the hatter made his appearance, who descanted 
/tcture^wise upon the shape and style of the ar- 
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tide in which he specially dealt, and ran 
through a vocabulary of names of living men, 
as iUustrative of his various propodtions upon 
the important subjart ; till Arden, who selected 
that, which while fashionable^ appeared best 
suited to his age, turned with a hope of relief 
to his newly appointed tailor, who, like his pro'^ 
posed «ooK, was oi course a foreigner ; it being 
an esta.bliflhed axiom in this country that its 
natives are inccxnpetent to the dressing either 
of dinners or dandies. 

The hatter, who was a tall, smirking, simper* 
ing, blue-eyed brute, with curly hair powdered, 
stood in a distant window waiting the,/!a^ of his 
opulent customer, while the tailor proceeded to 
try on such a coat as the old gentl^oian had 
never bea in ompaay with before. It wa», y 
however, pronounced to fit ^ ^ merveiUe,'^ and 
wanted nothing but the least possible alteration 
in the shoulders to be perfect ; in order that it 
ma^t recd.ve whid), its author handed it to 
Wilson, and asked him to desire a servant to 
put it into bis carriage which was at the door. 

The sound of carriage struck upon the Colo- 
nePs ear, and he was very near exploding again, 
when he calmed himself, and recollecting that 
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the tailor- to whom his present decorator was 
the successor, had purchased a Grerman barony 
and a collection of pictures, (for which his skill 
in Juw-dramings had, as the wags tell us, giTen 
him a taste,) merely said to the man intertoga- 
tively : — 

Have you your carriage here ?" 
Yes, Sir,'' answered the tailor^ **we keep 
carriaged to save time, — de fashions change so 
fast dat if ve did not catch dem flying, trade 
would be at an end." 

*^ That is exactly ^at I was telling the Co- 
lonel,'' said the smirking hatter, ^^ the hat is at 
this moment threatened with an alteration/' 

The Colonel ^stood aghast at the pert feu- 
miliarity of these persons, but moderated his 
anger when he recollected that in this free and 
happy country, in which talent and industry 
have raised some of its brightest ornaments from 
obscurity and indigence to rank and honours, 
the character of a tradesman, however injured 
by the contemptible airs of a few impudent pre- 
tenders, is at once honourable and respectable. 

From the fever of these audiences the old 
gentleman speedily recovered, and pjcoceeded^ 
together with his new and excellent servant 
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Wilson to his faahionable residence, which he 
intended to enter upon that evening. To this 
elegant rus in urbe, the very paradise of Park 
Lime, Louisa was tdso to be removed, and 
the following day was fixed in the old gentle- 
man's mind for the introduction of Louisa to 
hb nephew and his friends in her new capacity, 
and under an assumed name. What his object 
in this might have been I cannot at present pre- 
tend to say, but certain it is that Nature had 
bounteously favoured his scheme whatever it 
might be, for never perhaps in the course of 
^* growing up^ had any human being so com- 
pletely changed in appearance as Louisa Neville ; 
so much so, indeed, that a faithful likeness of her, 
taken when she was seven years old, was regulariy 
exhibited by her mother to her acquaintance, not 
as any resemblance of her child at nineteen, but 
as a perfect curiosity firom its entire dissimi- 
larity to her present features, the tone of her 
complexion, and even the colour of her hair. 

It must be confessed that when her uncle 
(^pened so much of his plan to her as developed 
the necessity of her forthwith changing her name, 
she was excesavely embarrassed, perhaps from 
not exactly understanding what he meant, or 
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JkcMf the deUcftte «ltoratimi von to be eflfeeted. 
Mftjoning to a young lady any thiqg touching 
a change €f her name has in k something pe- 
culiaily jM]«ttm^ and tfierefote should be ma- 
naged irith proportioiiate duMaretion: eertain it 
is, that when her unole began the converaadcxi 
upon the subject, Louisa seemed to misunder- 
stand the process whidi her unde eventually pro- 
posed. However, as he more than hinted at his 
vUerioT object in the little deception, she waived 
any trifling objection which she mi^lt otherwise 
-have heenxKiyoftfid Ao.mahc, and quietly sub^ 
mitted to be called Hiss Anstmther, with all 
the complacency and goodnature usually db- 
servable in young ladies of amiable ^Uspositions, 
whenever they are requested to do any thing 
whidi happens to be particularly agreeable to 
tjbemaelves* 

During the progress of all the old gaitleman^s 
proceedings, the young men were completely 
satisfied of the truth and justice of Wilson^s 
surmises and infcmnation, touching the character 
in which Miss Anstruther was to assume the 
conmMndof the new establishment; and while 
Geoige, who h%hly req^ect^ his unde, mar- 
velled at so unequivocal a display of bad taste, 
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and, as he thought^folly, he intenially Mt a regret 
that the ColonePt total sileiwe ufxm the subject 
of his iemsle companion, precluded the oppor- 
tunity of speaking to him concerning the state 
of his affairs; so early did the indiscretion of 
the old man strike the young one, and so ready 
are human bdngs to pexsrive faults in others, 
to which, if their own, they are stone-blind. 

At l^igtfa, however, the denouement ap- 
prooched. The Colonel took possesnon of his 
new residence ; a first-rate cook, at a soniewhat 
more moderate stipend than M. RissoUe, was 
duly installed; the hall was well garnished out 
with long and lazy menials ; and the black chair 
filled by a porter of prodi^ous size and impor- 
tance ; the fiimily livery gUttered in rich gold 
lace ; and the broad scarlet front of the janitor 
glared with a brilliancy sufficient to drive from 
the lofty door all those who had not a perfect 
right to enter. 

To this splendidly decorated residence^ the 
mild and gentle Louisa, under her new name, 
was conveyed; and the next morning, as his 
uncle antidpated, George and his friends began 
to make thar appearance in Park Lane. As for 
poor Mrs. Abberly (who, like har husband, had 
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an ill opinion of aliases) she could not in die 
smallest degree oomprehend the utility of the 
scheme, nor its tendency. She wai^ quite sure, 
she said, she never should be able to keep the 
secret, because, as for calling Louisa, Miss An- 
struther ; Neville toould pop out in spite of all 
her precautions; but above all she Utterly 
lamented the supposed necessity for such con^ 
trivances, as of course she never could take the 
dear children to Park Lane, while the decep- 
tion Was to be kept up. 

This last calamity she mentioned before Co- 
lonel Arden, who seemed all at once better 
pleased than ever with his plan of operation, 
and suddenly relieved of every lingering scruple 
with respect to the alteration of his niece's 
appellation. 

The eventful moment at length arrived, and 
George, accompanied by Bertie Noel, proceeded 
to the ColonePs house. As they were ushered 
through the hall to the old gentleman^s room, 
the young men were actually startled at the 
extent and magnificence of what lawyers call 
the dppurts o{ the establishment: every thing 
was of the first class, and the expression of 
Wilson's countenance, whom they happened to 
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encounter on die staircase, tacitly proclaimed 
the super-excellence of the ^arrangements in 
every department. 

" Greorge, my boy,** ,said old Arden, as they 
entered the room, « I ain delighted to bid you 
welcome to my London residence; Mr. Noel, 
you do me honour — ^be seated, and tell me can* 
didly what you think of Mr. Wilson's expedi- 
tioA a;nd management.^ 

^^ He has been more successful than usual. 
Sir," said G^eorge, thinking at the same time 
that nothing could be more ridiculous than the 
exercise of his ingenuity in the present pursuit. 

"Why, Sir," said Noel, "you should not 
solitarily enjoy this paradise— « house without a 
woman is like — ^" 

^^ My nephew's house,^ interrupted Arden— 
*^ * a fane without a deity, a body without a 
soul.'" 

" With these opinions. Sir," said Noel, " I 
wonder you consent to enjoy .these sweets 
alone." 

Old Arden, who in a moment perceived that 
Wilson had betrayed his confidence and his 
secret, and that his very ingenious yoimg friend 
was now asidduously employing his worldly skill 



in what, with oonMdeidUlefetce) but with at least 
equal vulgarity, is called ** pumping^ resdlted. 
to give him a fiavourable opportunity of dis* 
pkying his dexterity iA that polite and gentle^ 
manly art. 

" Why, now, Mi*. Noel,'* said the Colonel, 
** yott would not persuade a quiet, country 
gentleman, on the ^ady side of seventy, to run 
the risk of uniting his fortunes with tkoee of a, 
fiemale partner ? Don't you think the finger of 
scorn would be pointed at him m sodety, that 
be would become the dupe of his worldly friends, 
and that his young wife would — '^ 

♦^ Oh, wife!" said Noel, '< I didn't exactly 
mean a wifty Colonel/' 

George, who had frequently before heard, with 
pleasure, Noel broach the most libertine opinions 
and the most profligate sentiments, felt his cheek 
bum and his heart palpitate, as his animated 
friend devebped his views of the subject to his 
venerated imcle. It was not that it trenched too 
closely upon what they both believed, at the 
moment, to be the truth ; it was not that he was 
not as anxious as Noel could be to ascertain the 
precise fact as to whom the £ur moognita was; 
but it was, that he felt in the sodety of thai 
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mMi) to whom for yean he had looked up^ with 
)fe«peet ttid veneration, and espedally to him* 
WdVj i^uefa a suggestion should not have been 
made, nor sudi a laxity of principle evinced. 
How often has the same feeling affected us all, 
laid how sensitively alive is a man in one 
circle to the fiiults and ignorances of his asso^ 
dates, whidi do not diew themselves when he 
meets them in another: and how frequent and 
distressing to a delicate mind are those exhibi- 
tions of bad taste, in which the oompanio!n d 
convivial hours, the partner in the chaoe, oar the 
dium at college, brings to the comm(»i stock of 
general conversation, in serious hours and more 
refined associations, the ^^ quips and cranks,^' 
nay even the jests and coarsenesses, which, 
though excusable perhaps when the wine was in 
and the wit out, cannot fiiil to violate the usually 
observed rules of eveiy-day life, and even 
offend the feelings and habits of better regu^ 
lated society. 

Noel had nev^ before appeared to so Uttle 
advantage in the eyes of George: who. was agi- 
tated and annoyed ; his fingers grew cold, and 
his cheeks warm as the conversation proceed- 
ed ; but it must be confessed that he recovered 
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himself considerably when he found his tudde 
not only joining in the waggery of his young 
friend, but evidently preparing his hearars for 
the disclosure they so much deared. 

*^ Were you ever suspected for a ocmjuror, 
Mr. Noel ?^' said the Colonel — a question which 
George at first apprehended was the com«- 
mencement of an attack upon his elegant 
friend. 

*^ Not exactly, Sir," answered Noel, a good 
deal confused, and thinking that he had gone 
rather too far. 

^^ Because, Sir,^' said Old Arden, '* unless 
you have the gift of divination, you oertahily 
are blessed with a great felicity in ccmididences. 
I conclude I may trust you; my nephew I know 
I can rely upon, not to bruit my indiscretion 
about the town. The truth is, I-^have a young 
lady at this moment living under my pro- 
tection." 

^* Indeed !'* exclaimed Noel : — " a Lady !** 
cried Greorge, — and they both affected to be 
wonderfully surprised. 

'^ As to the character she fiUs in my eistab- 
lishment, you must be charitable,^ continued 
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Arden, '^ the world is censorious I know^ but 
when you hear any odd reports about us, put 
my age, habits, and infirmities, into one scale, 
and the calumny into the other, and I shall be 
perfectly satisfied/' 

" But, Sir,^ said George, " are you really 
serious ?^' 

^^ Enthrely so," replied his uncle; '^ and you 
shall see my protigie immediately; but before 
the introduction takes place, let me put your 
minds at rest as to the nature of our connexions- 
she is the orphan daughter of a deceased clergy- 
man.^ 

At this annundation, Noel, who had heard 
Wilson, a short time before, designate her troitt- 
eally in predsely the same words, exchanged a 
look with Greorge, and an involuntary smile 
played upon his fine countenance. Old Arden 
perceived this, and feared that Wilson^s infor. 
mation had by some means or other been more 
ample than he deared, and that the real state 
of the case was known to hb nephew. 

*^ Am I saying any thing very ridiculous ?^' 
said Colonel Arden, ^^ I see it makes you smile, 
Mr. Nod,'' 
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No, upon my honour, Sir,*' replied NoeJ, 
^ I was smiling only at another curious ooinci* 
denoe.*' 

<^Well then,*" continued the Cohmd, <<in 
introdudng my fair young friend to your ac- 
quaintance, I shall only say, that I feel for her 
the purest and wannest paternal affection^ and 
I think I need not add another word to ensure 
your respect and esteem for her ; perhaps it is 
not wholly unneoessoi^, and certainly aa well, 
that I should inform you, (for I assure you she 
is not without her attractions,) that she is under 
a matrimonial engagement with a most exemplary 
man, a near and dear friend of my own.^ 

^' Oh !" said Noel, ^^ there is no need of warn- 
ing off Greorge, Sir ; he has absolutely forsworn 
the sex, as to any ^ proceedings in the way of 
mamage- 

^^ I only wish to be candid at the outset,^ 
said Arden ; ^^ let us understand each other» 
and it will save any future disagreements in the 
family.** 

" As for iwe," said George, *^ if my dear 
unde were to shew me a second Venus, I 
would '' 
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'^ Make no protestattcxui, George,^ sud the 
Colonel, ^^ the heart and passions of a man are 
not at his own disposal — it would be uncharita- 
ble to suppose they were. There is only the in- 
vincible power of woman over his fkte and des* 
tiny left as a set-off against the innumerable 
acts of criminality which fill the records of our 
courts, and the annals ci gaUantry : take my ad- 
vice, and reserve to yourself the full benefit of 
the palliation. However, having told you the 
exact state oi the circumstances under winch 
Miss Anstruther resides with me here, we wiU, 
if you please, go and viat her. We shall find 
her, I dare say, in her boudcur/' 

The Colonel rose and led the way-— the name 
oi Anstruther was canvassed by the young men 
in a whisper during their progress, and George, 
who in his own mind was perfectly satisfied of 
the prc^riety of the young lady, maugre all the 
hints and insinuations of his friend, could only 
marvel why this new adoption had so completely 
usurped the place of Louisa Neville, remem- 
bered by him, it is true, only as the idol of his 
unde, and about whom he carefiiUy abstained 
from making any enquiries, lest he should there- 



264 TH8 MAN OF MANY FRIENDS. 

by lead the old gentleman to ima^e that she 
retained the smallest posnble share of his inte- 
rest or affection. 

The Colonel having himself ushered his 
guests into one of the drawing-rooms, juo- 
ceeded to Louisa's ^^ snuggery,^ and having 
allowed a certain period of time to elapse, that 
the young men might discuss the subject 
at their leisure, and his fair charge prepare 
herself for the meeting which, to her^ was full 
of interest and di£Sculty, returned with her to 
the room, where he found them occupied in 
admiring the prevailing good taste and elegance 
of the decorations and furniture ; but soon were 
they doomed to withdraw their eyes from the in- 
numerable bits of virtH which surrounded them, 
to feast them upon a piece c£ Nature^s handy- 
work, far, far beyond the reach of art. Greorge 
was dazzled in an instant ; and when the Colonel 
presented his beautiful charge as Miss Anstru- 
ther, he watched his nephew's countenance to 
ascertain whether there was any thing like re- 
cognition in its expression : but no, the laughing, 
romping, fair-haired ^^ Loui" of hb youth, had 
so completely merged in the dark-locked, graceful 
creature then before him, that as he gazed upon 
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her lovely form and features, admiration undi- 
vided and unqualified, possessed him. 

Noel was stricken too, but in a totally diJFer- 
ent mailner : he perceived the violent agitation 
which Louisa laboured to conceal, and set it 
down for acting, somewhat over-done. George 
was abashed by her beauty, but Bertie de- 
cided upon the line of conduct to be adopted 
in the coiurse of his future acquaintance with 
her. 

Louisa was, as I have said, extremely flurried, 
and Greorge was in no condition to commence 
the conversation, although Noel had the good 
taste, under all the circumstances, to leave the 
lead to him. 

Any observation upon the weather, the usual 
ice-breaker upon such occasions in low life, being 
wholly out of the question, George asked for in- 
formation on a point whereupon he was perfectly 
well informed aheady. 

'^ You have not? been long in town, Miss 
Anstruther P^ said he. 

** Only three or four days,'' was the answer ; 
and to hety George seemed but little altered 
ather in countenance or manner since they 
parted. 

yoi.. I. K 
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Have you been much v^ Landon?^ nsked 
the young man. 

^' I never was here till nQW,^ replied Louisa ; 
and at that moment th« old gentlanan en- 
gaged Noel upon some popular topic, for which 
Louisa felt extremely graceful, and Noel wished 
him at Jericho, 

^' It is extremely strang^,^ said George ; and 
he turned round, as if abqut to appeal to Noel 
for a corroboration of what he was about to say 
— but in vain — ^he was occupied. ^' But I could 
have fancied that I had the pleasure of seeing 
you, or rather hearing your vpice, a few even- 
ings since, at my house/' 

^^ I suspect you were deceived,* said Miss 
Neville ; " I have not left yoiur unde for some 
time.'' 

" It is very singular, — I might be mis- 
taken,^' continued young Arden, ^^ but the tqae 
is strikingly similar;^ — and the conversation 
resumed its generality. Still, however, the 
voice of Miss Anstruther forcibly reminded 
him of his vii^tor in the blue domino; and 
although the style of dress, her figure, and 
constrained manner at present, the subdued in- 
tonation of her voice, and fifty other adventi* 
tious circumstances coi^ibined to puzzle him^ he 
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felt by no mean9 displeased at finding his uncle^s 
proiegie so closely resembling, in the only point 
upon which he knew her, the prl of whx«a he 
had been dreaming and raving sdnce their brief 
interview; and though certainly not yet shaken 
in his antipathy towards marriage, he rested his 
eyes upon the downy cheek and coral lips of 
Louisa with a gaze as intense as that of NoePs, 
whiph was also riveted. on the same bewitching 
object ; but as different in its character as light 
from darkness, 

NoqI, although professedly a lady-killer, had 
dissipated much of his time amongst such fe- 
males as he could not associate with in general 
society; and, as is not unusual with men so cir- 
cumstanced, had formed his opinion of the sex 
upon the specimens which had chiefly come un^ 
der his own personal inspection. Hence he had 
taught himself to believe, that women were uni- 
versally made up of trickery and dec^tion. — 
Dignity of character and innate virtue were 
not to b0 found in his vocabulary of female at- 
tributes ; in every naivet4 of innocence he saw 
the allurements of vice; from every artless word 
he implied some hidden meaning ; and thus be- 
, ing, as he fanded, skilled in th^ female charac* 

N 2 
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ter, devoted himself only to ihatf which he 
considered the object of tibeir lives and conduct, 
and treated them as food for amusement, and 
objects of gratification, rather than as they 
really are, the sources of social happiness and 
refined delight. 

In ten minutes George was convinced that 
there never was a more charming, interesting, 
lovely ^rl than Miss Anstruther; and Noel 
had decided that, after "ten days' run,^ he 
should make the prize his own; and this an- 
ticipation was founded upon the certwity, in 
his own mind, that even a man of seventy-two 
and a ^1 of nineteen could not live in the same 
house, without the occurrence of something, 
which other people would call criminal, but 
which he deemed perfectly natural ; and as for 
all the evidences of her modesty and timidity, 
he considered them only as so many blinds and 
baits, to deceive the old man and tempt the 
young ones. 

The introduction of these youthful heroes to 
Miss Anstruther, was the signal for mischief, 

^'Treasons, stratagems, and spoils." 
In all societies, under all drcumstances, let th^ 
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evident causes be what they may, we may be 
pretty certain that woman is the primum mobile. 
Cynics tell us, that money is the grand mover 
of aU things, and, as I have somewhere before 
noticed, say, that if we look round the world 
and search into its ways and transactions as mi- 
nutely as we can^ we shall find six-and-^i^t- 
pence at the bottom of every thought and every 
action of mankind. This may be partly true 
with respect to money, but it is ten thousand 
times oftener true as relates to women ; and in 
the particular case of which I am now treating, 
the ascendency of the latter over the former 
was destined to be proved. 

The conversation, which, for a first interview, 
was sustained with something like spirit, season- 
ed by anecdotes from the Colonel, by the gen- 
tle suggestions and soft assiduities of Greorge, 
and by the malicious representations of passing 
events given with infinite skill* and smartness, by 
Mr. Bertie Noel, continued for some time, until, 
a servant announcing Miss Anstriither^s car- 
riage, she, left the conclave, and was followed 
by the Colonel, who made his excuses to his 
visitors for his temporary absence, and pur- 
posely left them again together to the freedom 
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of discusrion upon what they had seen and 
heard. 

*^ Well," said Noel, as they left the room^ 
" what do you think of fJiat V 

<^ Why, I think she is an angel r* said 
George. 

She is a much better thing," replied Noel; 

she is a devihsh pretty girl, full of all the lit- 
tle trickeries of her trade, and looking as de- 
mure as a vestal, but it won't do, my dear fel- 
low. X know a woman in a twinkliiig^— I can teU 
you the meaning of all those looks and i»ghs, 
and throbbings and bobbings — mark me. Mas- 
ter Greorge — she will soon be one of us." 

" For shame ! Noel," said George ; *' I never 
saw so much inartifidality in my life." 

^ Umph," said Noel, " what the lakers call a 
virid mind, I suppose." 

^^ And I cannot help Ainking she was the 
blue domino, af my masquerade," continued 
GecMTge. 

" That," said Noel, ** seems extremely pro- 
bcdble, indeed; but I should not adduce the 
fact ^f her having been the blue domino at 
your masquerade in support of her vernal fresh- 
ness. Now take my advice, Arden; let us 
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have none c^ your ififenial se&timeat about the 
girl — ^you have had enough of one jilt, and a 
happy eseape you had— ^ not run your head 
into the collar again, without the smajleat reason: 
besides, over and above all things, you know she 
belongs to your uncle.*" 

" Merely- as his charge— his ward — ^his— :^'* 

" His ward f — ^yes,'' said Noel^ " and I should 
by no means dislike to ease him of the trust 
upon his own terms.^ 

" Didn't you hear,'' said Arden, " that she 
is engaged to be married.'' 

« Well, then, if she be," said Noel, " that is 
the strongest possible reason why you should 
have nothing to say to her. You would not rob 
the poor gentleman, who is your uxicle^s special 
favourite, of his delicate bride. You will please 
to remanbar that you did not, by any means, 
relish the experiment, when it was tried upon 
yourself. Master George." 

^* I never rejoiced in that event so completely 
as now," exclaimed George, with an unusual 
degree of animation. 

" Indeed !" said Nod, " then you are going 
the way of the world, and have made up your 
znind to £bi11 in love with Miss Anstruther, 
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merely because you hove been regularly wamedl 
off; there can be no other reason.^ 

^^ Look at her, Bertie,^ said Greorge, almost 
romauticaUy. 

** So I did,'* said Bertie, " the whole time 
she was mtting here, and I repeat I never saw 
a nicer young creature, to be ward to one^s 
uncle, or goremess to one's sister, in the whole 
course of my life/* 

*^ For shame, for shame V cried Arden, ^' how- 
can you talk in this manner.^ 

*^ I speak as I feel, Greorge,^ said Bertie; ^as 
I have told you over and over ogam, you lost 
Lady Frances by your exquisite sensibility and 
over-refinement ; that talking in a comer, how» 
ever pleasant in company, won't carry your 
pcrint,'* 

^^ Hang Lady Frances T said George pee- 
vishly. 

" Oh fie ! George,''^ said Noel, « if the ladies 
were to hear that their devoted cavaliere serventey. 
the sentimental Mr. Arden, could talk of hang* 
ing the accomplished daughter of an English 
Earl, to whom he had plighted' his faith,, as if 
she were a small puppy dog, their fans would 
be spread in battle array against him*'' 

*' Do not vex me,'' said George ; and he 
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thought at the moment that he had never in 
his life seen any human being so thoroughly 
and detestably disagreeable, as his bosom 
friend, Bertie. 

, At this juncture, it must be confessed, some- 
thmg like irritation manifested itself in the 
conduct of Mr. Greorge Arden, the increase of 
which to any serious height, however, was sud- 
denly and presently checked by the return of 
his uncle; who, perfectly aware from the ap- 
pearance of the young men, as well indeed as 
from the loud tone of voice in which the last 
injunction of his nephew had been given, that 
an animated conversation had taken place, im- 
mediately proposed an excuraon to look at 
one of his new carriages, which was just re- 
ceiving the finishing touch from the hands of 
Mr. Leader. 

" I am sorry. Sir,'' said Bertie, " that I can- 
not have the pleasure of accompanying you.'' 

«< We shall see you at dinner, perhaps," said 
the Colonel, (strange to say), to the great mor- 
tification of Greorge. 

" I shall be too happy," replied Noel; " in- 
deed nothing but business would take me from 
your exploring party to the coachmaker's." 

N 5 
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^^ Business !^ said old Arden ; '^ you are not 
much of a man of business, I suppose, Mr« 
Berlie. If there ^s a lady in the case, 1 11 give 
you up without a murmur; if ndt, come with 
us — ^you can have no buoness elsewhere to in- 
terfere with the advantages I should derive finom 
your opinion upon my new hammer-cloth.'' 

George could have said, and it would not 
have displeased him in the then temper of his 
mind to say, that Bertie had no business where 
he was. 

*^ I positively must go into the City,^ said 
BeKie ; who, as he found the ColoneFs anxiety 
to have his (pinion apparently incarease, propor- 
tionably increased his affirmations of the impb&* 
sibility of ^ving it. 

" The City r said Arden ; " what, to ballot at 
the India House, or transfer Stock at the Bank ?^ 

" Neither, Sir,^ said Bertie ; " but I happen 
to have occasion for five hundred pounds. I 
have over-drawn my banker, and unless I call 
and soothe the monster, I shall have my drafts 
dishonoured, or some agreeable ofiair of that 
kind.'' 

Five hundred pounds l'*^ exclaimed Arden, 

what, George, will you allow your friend to. 
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break up oiir party for such a mighty affair as 
five hundred pounds ?" 

" Sir,*' stammered 6e<»'ge, *^ I know no- 
thing about it — I—" 

' The truth is, George had not five hundred 
pounds at his command ; and if he had had five 
millions, Bertie at that moment would have 
shared none of it; so vexed was he at his con- 
duct about the young lady, and so anxious that he 
should be forced to go any where rather than 
stay where he was. 

" This is very ungracious, George,"^' said old 
Arden, " and very unUke you. Mr. Bertie, you 
must allow me to correct my nephew^s taste; 
make me your banker. I know what young 
men and their expenses are ; do me the favour 
to let me know what will answer your purpose ; 
one of my servants can send your communica- 
tion to Lombard'Street, and we shall still profit 
by your taste and judgment.'' 

George was thunderstruck at this piece of 
gratuitous liberality ; in fact, it grieved- as 
much as it surprised him: he fancied he per- 
ceived, in the extraordinary change in his uncle's 
manners and conduct^ an alteration of chsgracter, 
arising, as he feared, from a deterioration of in- 
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tdlectf and mort assuredly would have saved the 
old gentkman's money at the hazard of his owny 
had his finances been in a condition to enable 
him to do so ; as it was, he stammered out some 
words confusedly, and gave Bertie a look ex- 
pressive of a desire that he should not accept his 
unde^s proposed favour. 

Bertie Noel could see a Duke at half a mile, 
and could hear the softest whisper of invitation 
from an immeasurable distance; but to repul- 
sive looks, or disagreeable words, he was as 
blind as Homer, and as deaf as Miss Goddy of 
Geneva ; and to all the telegraphing of his friend 
he paid not the slightest attention, while, on 
the other hand, he quietly repeated the extent 
of his Y^ants to the Colonel, who, to George^s 
utter confusion, proceeded to write a cheque 
for the amoimt, during which process, the ami- 
able Noel exhibited the most unequivocal signs 
of triumphant joy. at the unexpected success 
of his attack upon the veteran^s purse. 

It was now that the integral goodness of 
George^s heart began to shew itself — ^it was now 
that he determined, at the very first oppor- 
tunity, to speak seriously to his unde, and with 
a view of ascertaining the real character of Miss 
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Anstruther^ he resolved, whenever a fit season 
dhould come, to enquire of her, what period of 
time had elapsed since the extraordinary change, 
now so perceptible in the old gentleman'^s conduct, 
had been first apparent He thought, by inducing 
this conversation, he should be able to satisfy 
his mind, as to whether it Was under her influ- 
ence that wasteful extravagance and wanton ex- 
penditure had assumed the places of moderation 
and steadiness, and discover, by the view she ap- 
peared to take of his nucleus present line of con- 
duct, what were really the feelings by which she 
was actuated, in her conduct towards him. He 
dreaded the trial : he was convinced that if his 
worst suspicions were well founded, no repre- 
sentations of his cOuld alter or turn the course 
of events, while his interference, if reported by 
Miss Anstruther to his uncle, would perhaps 
exclude him from the society of that uncle, or 
as he felt it still more to be dreaded, from that 
of Miss Anstruther herself. 

The first proceeding, however, of the day 
was the visit to the coachmaker^s. Bertie sud- 
denly recollected, so soon as he had gotten the 
checque, that it would be useless troubling the 
ColoneFs servant to go into the City with it, be- 
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cause it would be past bankiEig4lours by the 
time he reached Lombard Street. Accordingly, 
the trio directed their steps saiinteringly towards 
Leader^s, where they discovered that admirable 
master of the horse, Mr. Arthur Dyson, actively 
emjdoyed, superintending the han^ng of the car- 
riage in question. This exemplary yojong man 
having ascertained that George and Bertie were 
gone to the ColfmeFs, and knowing also, that an 
appointment had been made with the coachmaker 
at half-past four, proceeded to the spot to wait 
their arrival, having also ascertained, from Wil- 
son, that the Colonel was to ^* give a feed^ 
that day — a term introduced, I presume, ori- 
ginally by the gentlemen of the tmf , but now 
applied indiscriminately to such middle-aged 
and elderly dupes, as are sufficiently good-na* 
tured to feed with dinners and fill with wine 
the unhoused danglers of the day, in return 
for their trouble in dancing with their daugh- 
ters, or flirting with their wives. The giving 
good feeds is, with many of these youngsters, 
the grand criterion by which the virtues and 
talents of mankind are measured. In the City, 
and amongst the junior branches of certain ho- 
nourable professions, which shall be .nameless, 
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the phrase is stronger, but the value and mean- 
ing are precisely the same : these persons call a 
similar favour " a grand blow-out^* Whenever I 
hear a man use ether of these expressions I 
take out my note-book and insert his name in 
a list which I keep there, the classification of 
which I shall here omit, seeing that it may be 
sufficient to observe, that the page in which the 
mijister-roU of such persons is written, is that 
which is the farthest removed from another list 
which I also keep— of gentlemen. 

It will be quite evident, however, to the class 
of individuals alluded to, and who are adepts in 
every little meanness and contrivance likely to 
bring about an invitation, (or as they call it 
with equal good taste an ^^ invite^') that Mr. 
Arthur Dyson placed himself in Leader's shop, 
not so much for the purpose <^ jumping and 
bumping himself about in Colonel Arden's new 
carriage in order to try the springs, as for that 
of getting asked to join his dinner-party in the ' 
evening. The hsat was taken and the jockey 
invited, and after a lengthened dissertation upon 
the relative merits of Pplignacs and Grasshop- 
pers, and all the other varieties of the article then 
under discussbn, the ps^rty separated for their 
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morning's ride in the Park^ binding tbemselves 
to meet again at Colonel Arden^s at half past 
seven. 

These arrangements were concluded in a 
manner highly satisfactory to Messrs. Noel and 
Dyson, who shortly after paired off together^ 
the one to tell^ and the other to hear the his- 
tory of Miss Anstruther, of the way in which 
the old gentleman's estabUshment was ma- 
naged, and all those other little details whence 
these youthful sages intended to cull materials, 
whereby to guide their future course of con* 
duct. 

To George alone, of the four, did the ac- 
cession of his two friends to the dinner-table 
appear to ^ve equivocal satisfaction. His imcle 
perceived the evidence of his nephew^s feelings in 
his countenance, and was pleased to see how the 
invitations to the young beaux affected him. 
Creorge was restless and nervous as the hour of 
dressing approached, and although his acquain- 
tance with Miss Anstruther was but a few 
hours old, and although more especially he had 
been cautioned as to the circumstances of her 
engagement to another, still there can be no 
doubt, and indeed there was none at the mo_ 
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ment in the ColonePs mind, that ihe was the 
cause of that sudden change in his feelings to* 
wards his bosom friends, which was so clearly 
perceptible. They would engross the conversa^ 
tion, they would alarm the timid girl by the 
boldness of their manner, perhaps offend her 
delicacy by the strain of equivoque and dotible- 
jtMXk^j^ eniendro in which their histories and anecdotes 
of real life were usually delivered ; in short, he 
felt what he could hardly accoimt for, and what 
he certainly could not have described, but which 
wound itself up in one little wish, that nobody 
was going to dine in Park Lane but himself, his 
uncle, and Miss Anstruther. 

To baffle the quiet enjojrment of a rational 
evening seemed to be part of the ColonePa 
scheme, and accordingly at half past seven the 
party were assembled, Arthur Dyson being in 
due form presented to the young lady of the 
mansion. 

The dinner proceeded as usual, the dessert 
followed, Miss Anstruther retired, and the after- 
dinner conversation ensued ; in which it was 
remarked by his observant cronies, that George 
seldom pairticipated. His eyes w»e fixed on his 
uncle, and he watched the varying expresaon of 
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the old gentleman^B oountenance as his ooi 
nions related in tb^ ordinary stjle the fa- 
ahioiiable proceedings of the wmti, discussed 
with fluency and flippancsf the talents of Minis* 
lers and the puitg of race-horses, scanned the 
hcanrtflr and accomplishments of ladies, and ri* 
diculed the pretensions of th^ husbands ; des- 
canted on the relative merits of wines with a 
knowledge of their subject equal to that of 
Henderson himself, illustrating their lectures 
by frequent expmments upon the various pro- 
ducts of the Colonel's cellar ; until, to the 
relief of thdir excellent friend George, who 
had never before thought them ^ther so stupid 
or so wicked, the Colonel proposed joining the 
lady in the drawing-room. 

Bertie Noel entered the room first, and the 
manner in which he proceeded to commence his 
attack upon Louisa petrified €leorge, who was 
more than ever convinced of the entire ground- 
lessness of their first suspicions as to the nature 
of her connexion with his uncle. George^s re- 
serve and diffidence were not unnoticed by any of 
the party-*-Noel gave several significant glances 
at Dyson, and the Colonel looked and said no- 
thing, but Louisa, who appreciated the delicacy 
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of George's conduct, and whose whole heatt m 
fact was his^ evinced her feelings on the sub- 
ject by a measure so decided, that the young 
gentlemen who were not at all in the secret, with 
difficulty suppressed a most uncivilized laugh. 

After enduring for some- quarter of an hour 
a strained conversation with Mn Noel, who, sim* 
pisring^ tcrshow hia teeth^ bad fixed his downcast 
eyes upon her person, with an expressicm, which, 
although to her innocent and virtuous mind but 
half intelligible, excited sufficient disgust to make 
her shrink from his advances and attentions; 
she quitted the sofa she had been unwillingly 
sharing with the self-pleased beau, crossed the 
room and called the attrition of George to some 
splendid work of art which was lying on a table 
in a different part of the apartment* 
. This sudden and independent movement was 
seen and noticed by all the party, each one of 
whom was watching what might happen with 
the deepest interest. Geoi^ could not be 
insensible to the marked preference thus de^ 
cidedly shown him — ^he felt delighted; and as 
he looked on the lovely girl who addressed him, 
their eyes met — ^hers were not abruptly or 
timidly withdrawn, as they had been from the 
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wanton gaze of Nod; that difFerence, too, wail 
observed by all« To the old gentleman it was 
neither extraoidinary nor displeasing — ^to the 
young ones it seemed natural enough, because 
Arden was a good«looking fellow, and the Co* 
lonel was his uncle ; but to George himself it 
was inexplicable. 

Established at the remote table on which the 
book in question was placed, the young couple 
soon became interested in their subject, animated 
in their remarks, and Creorge, riveted by the 
unaffected intelligence of his fair partner, was 
so completely absorbed in admiratioh of the 
sweetness of her manner, her beauty, and her 
tenderness (for he was no stranger to her)^ that 
he was absolutely thunderstruck, when his uncle, 
advancing to the sacred comer where they were 
installed, informed him, that as his friend Mr. 
Noel had just told him that the hotel where he 
lived was about to be repaired and re-painted, 
he had prevailed upon that gentleman to accept 
of rooms in his house. 

" What here^ Sir \^ exclaimed George. 

" To be sure, George,** said the Colonel ; " I 
have no other town house to offer.** 

George looked half wild at the information, 



THE MAN OF MANY F11IEND8. 285 

Louisa appeared startled, but Bertie sidd, that 
it really was the kindest thing imaginable of 
the Colonel, for the smell of paint was ruinous 
to health, and that as to going into strange 
lodgings at the end of the season, after they 
had been flavoured for three or four months by 
other people, it was perfectly abominable. 

All the comfort and happiness of George 
Arden were at an end. What ! was his uncle 
then really mad ? introduce a libertine like 
Bertie Noel, as an inmate into the house with 
such a creature as Miss Anstruther ? 

It appeared indeed so like insanity, that the 
unhappy nephew was doubly grieved and mor- 
tified at the announcement of such an intention. 
He tried to frustrate the scheme by sajring, 
^' that there was a room in his house quite at 
NoePs service, as he knew— -and — '^^ 

^^ Ten thousand thanks, my dear Greorge,^ 
said Noel, ^^ but here I can have the advan- 
tage of Miss Anstruther's assistance at the 
breakfast^table : and a breakfast-table without 
a lady is a perfect desert. I hope, Miss An- 
struther, yBU like green tea? I must insist 
upon green tea, Colonel-^'tis the only point I 
make.^ 
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«< Whatevtf you pleas^) ray dear Sir,^ said 
old ArdtiH; ^* to proye by my oonduct the eft. 
timatioii ia which I hold the fiiends of my 
nephew will be my greatest pleasure; and, I 
am sure, my young lady here, will seoond my 
endeavours to make yoinr residence agineable 
under my roof.^ 

<< You may rely upon it, ColoDdl^^ said Noel, 
^^ the desire to be agreeable will be mutiiaL'*' 
At the end of which significant speech, Dyson 
coi^hed— perhaps accidentally, and George felt 
more than half inclined to withdraw his uncle, 
and ranonstrate upon the extrabrdinaiy nature 
of his invitation. He repressed the inclination, 
but was by no means more easy or comfartafale, 
when he saw, probably in pursuance <^ scsne 
telegraphic hint fix)m the old gentleman, his ado- 
rable Miss Anstruther actually join in a conver. 
sation with Bertie, in a manner more unrestrain* 
ed, more lively, and evinc^g decidedly more 
pleasure, than was perceptible in her former ctA* 
Joquy with the same person. AU at onoe he fan* 
ded that he had been deceived in her; that she 
would have liked the conversation in the comer 
to have assumed a different character from that 
which it really took; and that to a discussion 
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upon etchings and eugravings, she would haye 
preferred some more moving theme, and per<- 
haps expected proofs of the impression which 
herself had made. 

But when the moment of separation came, 
and Bertie Noel evinced strong symptoms of an 
intention to outstay George and Dyson, who 
were going home together, the yoimg gentle, 
man^s irritation was manifest, and in the eyes of 
his quondam friend extremely entertaining ; no 
little manoeuvre, no sly suggestion, no general 
remark was left untried which he thought likely 
to shake the purpose of his dear Bertie, but 
when they were on the very point of quitting 
the room, and his uncle said to Noel, ^^you 
need not leave us just yet, Mr. Noel — George has 
his carriage here, and does not go your way,^ 
George was absolutdy giddy and half blind 
with that sort o{ sickness, utterly indescribable 
to any body who has not at some time or other 
su£Pered it : — ^it proceeds fr^n an absolute devo* 
tion to one only object, (the attainment to which 
is environed by all sorts of dangers and difficul- 
ties,) thwarted by the free and easy familiarity 
of some heartless adversary, who, without aim 
or object perhaps, usurps the place ope would 
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give the universe to occupy, and maintains his 
giound with perfect nonchalance, while his suf- 
fering rival (as, perhaps, he only fancies him- 
self,) is compelled by some untoward circum- 
stance to leave him in quiet possession of the 
envied station. 

Sir Richard Steele, I think it is, who de- 
scribes this feeling in one of his plays, where he 
makes a lover say to his mistress: 

** Oiyou I am not jealous, 
^* Tis my own indesen that gives me fears, 
*' And tenderness forms dangers where they 're not. 
** I doubt, and envy all things that approach thee ! 
** Not a fond mother of a long wish'4-for only child 
*' Beholds with such kind terrors her infant offspring, 
" As 1 do her 1 love I** 

This was the feeling of poor Greorge at the 
moment of breaking up the party. He had gone 
too far to retract his intention of departing ; he 
could not of course force away his friend, and as 
the Colonel so pointedly invited him to stay be* 
yond the others, George quitted the apartment 
and the house, accompanied by Dyson, in a hu- 
mour by no means agreeable either to himself 
or his companion. 
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2 ** That 's a fine jpjrl, George,'* said Dyson, as 

they walked down Brook Street — for Gfcorge 
had sent away his carriage — why, he did not 
exactly know, and, therefore, I am wholly ui« 
competent to say. 

" Yes, yes," said George, " a very charming 
young lady, indeed.**' 

** You have hit her hard^ George,'* said Dy- 
scm ; '^ she 's done, Sir, — knocked over — hasn't 
a foot to stand on." 

What do you mean ?" asked Arden. 
Mean ! Why, what does hunting in couples 
mean ? — what did all that nose-rubbiug between 
you mean?— why did she ask you to come and 
look over prints in a cotner ? — you are up to that 
sort of thing I suppose, Mr, Arden: she's as 
nice an article a3 I've seen for some time, and 
lir I wish you joy. If she doesn't come to corn 

without shaking the sieve ti^ice, I '11 never back 
a hon^e again — only I 'd advise you to keep 
your eye over your shoulder as you go aklrig — 
Master Noel will be close at your haunches." 

" Noel be !" 

^' Hallo ! Hallo T said Dyson, <' what 's the 
matter, George, restive? — ^why, this is a new &sig 
out! what, are your ^withers wrung,' already?" 

VOL. I* o 
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*^ I am in no humour to joke on the subject, 
Dyson,^ said Arden ; ** we had better change it.^ 

*< With all my heart, George," said Dyson, 
*^ I only threw out a warning — I like fair starts. 
I don^t care three yards of whip-cord for the 
girl, myself, but I hate jostling and crossing : 
Noel has got a stall close to the course — always 
r^ady for morning exercise — that ^s what I call 
a distance and seven pounds. I merely ^ve ad- 
vice — it don't suit my book to meddle with such 
things, but I can see; and fond as the little thing 
^eems of you just now, there 's nothing like con- 
stant work. Bertie will be always at hand." 

*^ Mr. Noel," said George, ** knows better 
than to presume to " 

** Come pow I Ve done, Arden," said Dyson; 
^^ here we are at your door. I didn't think the 
thiilg had gone half so far — and now I see you 
are in earnest, perhaps it may ^ve you a com- 
fortable night's rest to tell you, that with that 
girl, Noel has no chance against ^ou. You could 
give him two stone and a half, and beat him in 
a canter — ^you are a-head of him already — keep 
the lead, now you have got it — all I say is, look 
now and then over your shoidder." 

And at the conclusion of this technical and 
seasonable advice the friends entered the hou^. 
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and although: Dyson endeavoured to draw out 
George upon the tender topic of Mies Anstni- 
ther^ he did not succeed; indeed his manner was 
neither so worldly, nor so winning as NoePs, and 
he contented him^If by etilo^zing the Colonel as 
a fine old fellow, and a jolly old boy, and a prince 
of an uncle, until he touched the other string, 
which was ready to vibrate to his hearer's heart. 
Next to the newly created sentiment for Miss 
Anstruther, and his sudden inveterate hatred of 
Bertie Noel, tHe anxiety he felt for the sake of 
his uncle was the strongest and most exciting 
feeling: which a^tated him; and it was with 
mingled . regret and . surprize he discovered 
that the old gentleman had soUcited Dyson 
to make up a whist party for him at George's 
on the following day, where it had been previ- 
ously fixed that he should dine— an arrange- 
ment, now that he had seen Miss Anstruther, 
George at once discovered to be extrafnely 
disagreeable, and particularly inconvenient : 
she, of course, would not be of his party, 
and- the possibility of her bdng left . alone 
in the house with Noel, (to whom Geoi^ re- 
solved on sending the most presang invitation,) 
appeared to him absolutely appalling. 

o2 
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I suppose Mead and Dalby may dina hext 
to^norrow, George P^ said DysoD. 

" To be sure, Arthur,^ replied AideOfi " we 
cannot well make up our table without thom.^ 

^' I mentioned their names to your unde^^ 
said Dyson, <^and he de^red particulady to 
know them.'' 

^^ Then by all means despatch notea. early tm, 
them,'' said George; ^^ do not let my unde.be 
disappointed." 

^^ He is an uncle," exeliumed Arthur, ^^ an 
uncle who does honour to the age I" 

^ So he is, Arthur," answered Gaarge; ^^biil 
I know his jMx>pefl^ piittty well, and he appears 
to me to be carrying his liberality and extrava- 
gance too far." 

" What 's that to us," said Dyson ; « he b off 
at score, that's true, but he has been hoarfng 
so long, that, like a river pent up witfaio locks, 
his mcmey rushes out dashingly ; after the fixH 
flood, the current will run more quietly: no 
doubt that orphan of his--4hat slip of the 
country parson, keeps the whip-hand, gives loBi 
the spur and lets him go;— »when once the wo» 
men get hold of our hearts, .Ckorge, heads are 
out of the question." 
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"^'31188 Anstmther is incapable of crime or 
folly, Arthur,^ s«idAarden. 

^^ I think so too,^ said Dyson ; '^ the folly is 
your iincle^s, and the taking advantage of it is 
no:crime.^ 

^^ I must not hear this language Arthur," 
said Arden ; ^^ I ^m tired — let the conversation 
diop« and I beseech you never let it be re- 
smned* What Miss Anstrutfaer is, remains to be 
pronred^what my uncle ts, is proved already ; 
and not one syllable derogatory to his character 
or conduct must be uttered in my presence, and 
SO5 good night.'' 

Sabring nrhidi the friends parted, Dyson con* 
vamed, that if the young lady should happen to 
turn out weU, she would inevitably and speedily 
fattMlBie Mrs. George Arden,->-4t circumstance 
dxeaded beyond all 4>thers by the hangers-on of 
her. devoted admirer, as certain to cause their 
egcpcdsion,. and tfaie substttutsHi of ocmifort and 
good X3rder for riotous elcess and profligate 
hherlimsm in dbe firosvaior Street establish- 
ment. . To avert such an ^evil, was, of course, 
Dyson's object as much now as it had been when 
the Lady Prances direatened tihe subversion of 
the trccgMlar republic, in whieh Mr. Dyson and 
many of his friends had voices: to forward 
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NoeFs affiiir with Louisa was therefore Dysoh'^s 
game in the present instance, and every kind 
of scheme was canvassed in his mind before he 
went to sleep, by whidi, with the aid of that 
inestimable spy in the enemy^s camp, Mr. Wik 
son, they might produce, if it were to be pro- 
duced, such an eclairdssement, as should at 
once decide the question, wholly regardless of 
the feelings of the exemplaiy old gendemaiK 
who had treated them so kindly and hospi- 
tably. 

The morning of the following day had been 
fixed in the course of the evening foe Miss An* 
struther and the Colonel to call at George^s 
house in Grosvehor Street, which, as it was sup* 
posed that the young lady had never seen it, it 
was natural to expect she should wish to see, be^ 
cause the ebony cabinets, and tortoiseshell and 
buhl commodies, and Etruscan vases, and Sevres 
tables, and antique ornaments of Mr. Greorge 
Arden were celebrated all over- London ; and^ 
accordingly, Dyson resolved i^n choosing the 
time when that visit was making to find out 
Noel, if he happened not to be of the party, 
land lurge the necessity of expedition ; to point 
out the dangerous symptoms and tendency of 



Greorge^s mental disorder, and obtain at the 
sarnie time from Wilson such suggestions and 
reports as might be most essential to the lauda- 
ble undertaking which had- for its object, either 
the ruin of a virtuous and amiable ^1, or a 
violation of the rights of hospitality, whidi 
would infallibly render an honourable old gen* 
tleman miserable and contemptible. 

All turned out to the hearts content of the 
conspirators, and in furtherance of the plan, 
Noel, who had not yet availed himself of tl^e 
ColonePs offer c^ apartments in his house, but 
who had announced his intention of installing 
hiiEiself that very evening, did not visit Park 
Lane previously to the departure of its inhsu 
bitants to George's residence, and the Colonel 
and Louisa departed alone, and arrived alone in" 
Grosvenor Street. 

This to .the young man was perfect delight ; 
he again beheld his charming new acquaintance, 
saw her again, all intellect, mildness, modesty, 
and kindness, and his joy would have been un- 
alloyed, had it not been for the painful anticipa- 
tion of the announcem^it of some other visitors:: 
the Colonel saw how the charm was working, 
and After having partaken of some luncheon, 
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the old gendenuoi aAei Louisa whether she 
would lend him her carriage to go as far ae 
Hanover Square, or whether she were afraid of 
trusting herself with his nephew till he came 
back. 

To George the proposition a]q)eared the most 
extraordinary: it seemed at once strange and 
indelicate, and, more than any thing which had 
yet transpired, induced him to doubt the real 
nature of Louisa's connexion with his uncle: 
he paused a moment anxiously (or her answer, 
determining to be guided entirely by that in hi& 
final dtecifiion upon her conduct and character. 
Judge his amazement, his po^tive morti&atiMXi, 
when Louisa, looking archly, and in a manner 
to him whoUy inexplicable, aVowed her perfect 
willingness fearlessly to submit herself to bis 
custody imtil his uncle should return. 

It was this unreserved frankness in her man- 
ner to George, the unembarrassed freedom which 
so distinctly duuracterized her intercourse with 
him, whidb established in NoePs mind the cer- 
tainty of her impropriety ; he saw effects without 
searching for causes, and little imagined that in 
the newly arrived Miss Anstruther, he beheld 
the constant fda3rmate of George's youth, the 
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in$q)mrable oompanxm of Ihs earlyjean. As for 
Creorge himaelfy the complete aiteration of her 
person, which I have aheady noticed, destroyed 
any isecolleetion which he might have had of 
her appftaranne as a child ; and now the very 
aingiilar absence of all ceremony, and her ready 
and unembarriassed ooncesnon to a most tmftc* 
OpnntaUe whim of his uncle^s, it must be con** 
fiMSfid^ bnmght bun a little round to his £riend^» 
ir^of drinking. The real nature of Arden's 
tNTOL sentiments towards her may be safely tried 
by the test of his present feelings ; the joy and 
{ll^^UJ^ which an ardent lover might naturally 
antiiupftte in a. lengdbened tite-i^tke with such 
4 giri, instantly gave way to grief and disap- 
pointmant that she should so easily and readily 
bare grmtedhim sudi. an iidvantage. Still he 
reiied upon bis vaunted knowledge of human 
nature to ascertain during the next hour the 
Mai merits of the case, and rejoiced at all events 
jtfaat the c^mtumty which he had so anxiously 
4ao^ght to speak to her of his nucleus proceedings, 
had thus steangdy and unexpectedly presented 
itself. He was hardly prepared for the sequel ; 
which, it must be confessed, seemed even in the 

06 
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rage for. extremes, so evident in his uncle's pre* 
sent variable conduct, somethihg like ^^ carrying 
the joke too far." 
> *^ One ccmditionj George, I mast make to^ 
my fair friend,^ said the old gentleman. ^' It 
is' all very well, and extremely correct, con- 
nected as v>e are, that she should trust herself 
here during my short absence ; but I should not 
wish that any of your numerous friends should 
know the fact, and therefore you had better 
give directions to your porter to admit no other 
visitor till I return." 

George looked at Louisa, doubtingly, as if 
expecting either a remonstrance or a flood of 
tears, or some violent exhibition of outraged de^ 
licaey or offended pride, instead of which all sh6 
said was, addressing herself to George, ^^ how 
extremely prudent your uncle isj Mr. Arden ; 
he really is the most considerate person alive.^ 

This completed the mystification and redout 
bled Arden^s agitation: as the Colonel, however, 
desired it, the orders were given, the old gen- 
tleman retired, and Geoi^ and Louisa found 
themselves aldne in the drawing-room. 

It will, not be difficult for my readers to im»- 
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^ne the embarrassment which, under the pre* 
.^jpt extraordinary drciimi^taiices, avercame poor 
George: he felt his oolbur come and go, his 
heart beat, and his bosons heaved: before him 
wa3 the objeot of his present. admiration and 
devotion — ^upon the conduct of the next half 
hour depended perhaps his happiness for life. 
Anjuous beyond measure, if possible, to satisfy 
the doubts and dispel the apprehensions which 
Noel had at first . excited, and which the ex«- 
traordinary conduct of.thie young lady herself 
seemed in some degree to justify, he dreaded 
even the result more than the uncertainty ; in-, 
deed at the moment his uncle left the room he 
did not exactly percdve (even if he had madt 
up his mind to the measure) by what means to 
attain to the knowledge, the possession of which 
he so ardently desired. * 

The door was closed and yet the youthful 
couple remained silent ; it was the eloquent si^ 
lence of deep feehng : he looked at Louisa, and, 
powerfully contrasted with his >own agitation, 
beheld her placidly and quietly turning over 
the leaves of a book, from which. it must be 
owned she at the moment raised her eyes with 
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aa extremely equivbcai expresaon, conveying to 
her oompaiiion a sort of arch reproach for his 
timidity and petturbotbD. 

This George taw, and knowing Aat in mo- 
ments of trial and drcumstances of peril =ftnd 
perplexity women possess a presence of mind 
and power of acting which nature has denied to 
man, felt at onoe wanned by Louisa's enoourag- 
ing look, puzzled as to its ^xact meai^g, vexed 
at his own suppositions, and aftfaamed of his own 
pusillanimity; — ^yet to address her in any ha^ 
guage but that of friendship would be absurd — 
be should raider himself ridiculous; while, if he 
allowed the favourable opportunity c^ saying 
something to pass aw^y, he doubliessfy would 
incur the contempt cf Ins hit companion. 

The veriest novice oould not have mdde his 
advances upon sucll an occasiim mcne awkwaidly 
than our boasted pnofesaor of aathfoposophy ; 
at li^gth he broke tiie sU^ce by some commdn- 
place question^ to which Louisa gave an answer 
so grave and ekborate, thdt he was convinced 
she had no dbpbdtion to remain mpte, whatever 
he might have. 

Having, however, ffv&i tiie coup d^essm, 
George ralhed his spirits, and after gazing on 
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h^ for a moment, fntxseeded with « litde faulter- 
iflg heedtAtiDn to tell her that he was most an- 
Xioas to smze the opportunity afPorded thein 
by the ecoentncaty of his dear uncle to make a 
coi^deiice whiidi he trusted to her goodness to 
excuse. 

Louisa bowed assent, and lietenedi having, 
B» I verily bdieve, prepared herself for an 
^mpt dedtaratioQ from the impetuous young 
genlkman. ^^It is impossible. Miss Anstru- 
tfaer,^ oootinued Jbrden, ^ not to pero^ve that 
my un«Ie is profseeding in a x^ureer, ad little re- 
coneileable to his hafaite : and piopeBsitieiS, as 
it is eoDsonant with his age or civcnmstances. 
Win you tidl me how long, and Under what 
influence, this extraordinary change has taken 
place ?"" 

At the conclusion of this appeal, the expres- 
sion of Loiusa's oountenaiice was completely 
dbAHged, and die could hardly conceal the sur- 
prise, not unmiiigled with pleasure, which she 
felt, when she found her swain devoting to the 
interests of his imcle the critical hour which 
she apprehended he might have employed, if 
not in a worthier, at least in a very diflbrent 
manner. 
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^< Tbat,^ said she, " I cannot tell you^ Mr. 
Arden ; but I, who owe all to the Colonel, see 
it as plainly as you do: I lament it perhaps as 
bitterly ; for when he was in the country, sur- 
rounded by suitable friends, engaged in radonai 
pursuits, respected and esteemed as he was^ he 
was mdeed in his proper sphere. Here his con- 
duct is extravagant and extraordinairy ; he ha;^ 
formed sudden and dose intimacies with men so 
much his juniors, whose acoompli^ments are cf 
a different school, whose manners are of a dif- 
fer^it age, that I tremble at the prospect before 
us, yet, being a dependent, how dare I speak.''^ 

" Then^oii,** said G-eorge, " have never en- 
couraged the disposition which so strikingly 
evinces itself?^ 

^^ I !^ exclaimed Louisa, ^^ I ! who love your 
uncle r 

" Love ! Miss Anstruther,^ repeated George. 

^^ Yes, Mr. Axden, lave, with all a daugh- 
ter's affection. Surely, Sir, grateful love such 
as mine is neither improper nor unnatural.^ 

" I — ^am — ^wholly unaware. Miss Anstruther,'' 
stammered George, — " of — the— circumstances 
in which—- *' 

^^ You shall be informed of them aU,'' said 
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Lduisa, ^^ at any time you please, except this; 
the story is long, and not a good subject for 

This bit of naiveti upset all the hopes her 
former speech had excited ; he. recurred to the 
print-book in the comer the evening before, and 
to Dyson'^s raillery of his timid conduct upon 
that occasion; his doubts were again excited, and 
he was at the moment mightily puzzled how to 
act. 

^' Pray,^ said be, ^^ allow me to ask one ques- 
tion. You have been some time readent with 
my imcle, did you ever see at his house, or hear 
him speak of a cousin of mine, Louisa Neville F^ 

This unexpected question was a nervous one, 
and startled Louisa visibly. She faultered a 
little, blushed, looked down, and merely said, 
" she had never met her." i 

It was clear then that the Coknel did not 
introduce Miss Anstruth^ to his female friends, 
and equally clear that Miss Anstruther's embar- 
rassment at the moment arose from the neces- 
sity she was under of avowing the fact, or at 
least admitting it. 

. ^^ Did you nev^ hear my unde speak ' of 
her?" said Greorge. 
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*• Frequently,'' replied the young lady. " I 
hsLve heard your imde say, that you wgsre 
the greatest possible friends as childr«a?^play- 
feUows?" 

".Trae," sidd Gbor^, ^^true, Miss Anrtni- 
ther." 

^^ Axid, I belieTe he thinks," eontinued 
Louisa, ^' that yoa .eat«rtain some lingemig 
affection £or her now, and still nione,.lhat tht 
feeling is mutual." 

^^ I was afraid of thaty'^ said £l£Oirge. ^^ It 
is a point upon whidbi 1 mmst undeeeiye hinu I 
do asniie you. Miss Anstruther, and I sfieak it 
in aU thei^eandour and sinoenty of my heart, 
lAat ahe does vsA retain the smalkst shais of it. 
She waa a good^natiued, hoydenish, ivribite^haired 
^1, fuU of fun anflilasigb, and I was a boy who 
Bleed her mirth, and romped with her, and-^" 

^^Pray," said JLoittsa, xecollecting the ten 
thousand pranks, whidi, in the innocence, of 
their young heairts, tkay had. played with each 
other, ^' don't make me your^fionfidaiite. I dare 
say, if the truth ^i/!ere known, the jnoung lady is 
equally heart-whole with yourself." 

^^ I fervently hope she is,'' said Aiden, se- 
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riously, ^^ /have no heart for her, Mise Ainstm- 
ther." 

^^ This is a subject, Mr. Arden, I thmk we 
had better not touch upou,^ said Lotdsa, in a 
4one equally grave, *' Suppose, by ' *way = of 
changing it, we amuse ourselves < by criticising 
your anisnated friend, Mr. Noel.^^ 

*^ Noel, Miss Anstruther !^ said Gecnrge, 
gravely ; ^* how comes Mr. Noel to be associated 
in your mind with such a subject.**^ 

" Why, very naturally,^ replied Louisa, fjqo.. 
quettishly. ^^ Mr. Noel, I think, a^qiears to have 
a heart to lendj at all events."" 

Perhaps you admire Noel?*^ asked George. 
I think him extremely handsome,^^ answer- 
ed Louisa, ^^ gay, and good-humoured.'" 

^^ Indeed ! yes, he is,^' muttered fielnge. 

^^ In short, I conclude he must be all that is 
amiable,^ continued Louisa, ^^from possessing 
so conadeirable a share of your friendship.^ 

" Friendship T repeated George, bitterly. 

^^ Your uncle seems perfectly enchanted widi 
him.'' 

^ My uncle's feelings are, of course, uncon- 
trollable by me,'' said George ; *^ but what do 
you feel towards him, Miss Anstruther ?'' 



6( 
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Umf^,^ said Louisa, purposely hesitating ; 
^* I have already said, I think him pleasant, and 
handsome, and — ^ 

** Oh ! very, verjj^ sidd George, interrupting 
her hastily, not knowing what he said. 

^^ But as my fate is sealed in this world,"*^ 
added Louisa, ^^ I have no chance of being ho^ 
noured by his countenance or affection.^ 

" Miss Anstruther,'' said George, -warmly, 
^^ this sort of conduct and conversation is not 
natural to you. You are at one moment all that 
human being could wish you.; at others you 
speak and act as if you would drive me mad.^ 

** Mr. Arden V^ exclaimed Louisa. 
, ** It is true, all true,*' cried George : " you 
arc a riddle — a mystery: you seem to possess, 
some potent spell to command my destiny. I 
know nothing of whatJL am saying; but, I 
conjure you, I implore you, reUeve my anxiety 
—explain— tell me whom it is I address, and 
under what circumstances this close alliance 
between you and my uncle has been brought 
about.'" 

Saying which, the young enthusiast, to en- 
£Drce his petition, actually threw himself upon 
his knees before the astonished young lady; who^ 
rising from her chair at the same moment, gave 
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a new and clearer effect to the scene which burst 
upon Colonel Arden^s sight, who, having that 
moment returned from his visit to Hanover 
Square, entered his nephew's drawing-room ex- 
actly at the interesting crisis. 

^^ Grood heavens !^ exclaimed Louisa, ^' Mr. 
Arden !'' 

" Miss Anstruther, hear me !^ cried Greorge, 
not perceiving the arrival of the Colonel,'* my 
uncle — '^ 

'* WeD, Sir, what have you to say about' 
your uncle ?" crietd the did gentleman ; " get off" 
your knees as fast as possible, I desire, Sir.^ 

Aifden was petrified. 

'* What is the meaning of all this, young 
folks ?^ said the Colonel. 

" To what have you exposed me, Mr. Ar- 
den ?'' said Louisa. 
. " I am ruined !*' said George. 

" Don't disturb yourself, Mr. Arden," said 
the Colonel ; *' this is, to be sure, what may be 
called making the most of time, and evincing a 
high sense of honourable dehcacy towards my 
poor httle lamb. Have you been frightened, 
dearest?" added he, addressing Miss Neville,: 
who be it understood was actually in a dreadful 
state of alarm lest she should laugh outright 
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at t^ ftafneBl iiUftrcfu of the uMuspectiiig play- 
feUtfr of ho- yoaUi. 

"Not much, Si)-,"- uiswttred the. 

" la the coufltry," CDnticued the Colond, 
" true love is timid* fliJait, ~ watchful, and re- 
(^*Jtful ;— here — " 

'* Love 1" exclaimed Miss Neville, " it was in 
the IfH^iM^ of' sugar and .r^« that your ne- 
phew- wa««d«beHng me-when Jou came in." 

" An odd position," scad the Colonel, "to 
ht^e takm up Son tlvt purpose ; to he sure, in 
Our service <tbe '&oat tsjilu ^jie koeding,' but 
then - GeoTg^ b 'no ''Nridter. ' Hovever, theee 
seems but one course for me to adspC at tbe 
moamat. het lOfr see .yoa to :y©ur carriage, 
love, and remove you froot ihls scene of conta- 
naination to a wfier' plaiie, whexa by forbidding 
the future visits of this ratda young gentle- 
man I may plaee ;yoii beyond the' read of 
insult' and intea)i>eFance." Then turning to 
Gttxge, vho bad- thrown hmiwlf upmi a so&, 
and oovered hisJboewith^luB hands,. he told hinf 
that he ahould return as soon as he had sent 
l^Iias Anatruth^ home, and begged lum to -19- 
main till then whoe he iras. 
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The Colonel whhdiew hisifar difttg»:£RM)i| 
the apartment. HoTreTer, if tfitth must lie t^U, 
Louisa did not at all admire leaving hei^^poev 
vibtim in his distress urithout some explaittition, 
or something like forgiveness. The crime would 
have been venial even had the supplication been 
of a different nature, although it must be ad- 
mitted, in the present state of society^ some- 
what extraordinary; for in these less formal 
day a than those of our ancestors, a lover knovm 
to have been on his knees, k)Se§ his character, as 
certainly as a horse does for the dame fault. 

All her attempts at soothing or omciliating, 
however, were purposely frustrated by her im* 
de^ who having des^tehed her to Park Lane, 
returned to his nephew* 

« Well, Mr. George Arden,'' swd he, "this 
is A pretty specimen of your decency and deoo- 
nmi, and a kind proof of the high respect you 
have for my wishes and commands. I warned 
you from any advances to this young lady, be^ 
cause I told you she was under an engagement 
of marriage with a particular friend of mine ; I 
jdace her with confidence under your roof and 
protection, and the mcnnent my back is turned 
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you . aeuse the opportunity to outrage her deli- 
jcacy by conduct so extraordinary, that, if I had 
IK>t seen it myself^ no power on earth would 
have convinced me that you were capable of il,'^ 

** Unde,'' said George, " you are deceived." 

<< Deceived ! what do you mean by deceived P 
Did I not see you actually on your knees to 
Miss Anstruther ?^ 

** You did, — ^but you little know the cause of 
my solicitude,^ stud the agitated young man ; 
^* you Uttle know what I implored.^ 

^^ I certainly don^t know,^ said the Colonel, 
" but I think, Greorge, I could venture a pretty 
shiewd guess.''^ 

*^ It was love — affection r sobbed George. 

" I thought so,** interrupted his unde. 

« For you^ Sir,** added the young man, 

" Love for me ?" cried the Colonel, " what, 
kneel to Miss Anstruther, against approaching 
Mrhom I so aeriously warned you, to evince your 
love. for me? No, no^ Sir! don't attempt to 
palliate your ci^me by hypocritical professions 
of affection tor me! — The girl is a charming 
girl, and if I had not ^ven you the timely no- 
tice I refer to, I shouldnH have cared, — save 
and except that, under the circumstances, in 
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your own house, and after so short an ac* 
quaintance, the measure was somewhat desperate. 
However, as I have said before, the intercourse 
must cease, — I shall observe perfect silence on 
the subject, and I would advise you to do the 
same.^ 

" Uncle, uncle ! you misunderstand me," said 
Greorge : ^^ I was imploring Miss Anstruther to 
tell me by what tie she possessed the influence 
over you which she evidently has. Having once 
ascertained that point I would have prayed her 
to exert it to save you.*" 

** Save me, young gentleman ! — what d'ye 
mean ?" said the Colonel. 

*^ Forgive me, Sir, but I cannot shut my 
eyes to pasising scenes : the style, in which you 
are living is far beyond tlie means which you 
have always told me you- possessed. You have 
servants who are useless to you, — carriages un- 
tenanted, — and horses never mounted." 

<' Indeed 1'' ' 

" And then. Sir," added George, " you seem 
so imphdtly to believe every thing which those 
by whom you are surrounded choose to tell you ; 
and — Noel, Sir, — ^you — you — ^have lent Noel 
money." ' ■ .. ' 
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^* Umph I" said the Colonel^ ^^ so buve you, 

** Tnie^ Sir, — ^but / am youngs, and—'* 

^ Richer, perhaps,^' said the Coloiiel; ^'hpii^ 
ever I conclude that you would not have beea 
foolish enough to lend him money, if you had 
not expected him to repay you; besides^ Lsup- 
poee I may do as I pleiifie with my own pio* 
perty?" 

^^ Undoubtedly^ Sir,^ continued Greorgg, "but 
-^1 am sure you will for^^ve me-^you have 
given Noel apartments in your bouse.^ 

<< Well, what then ?** said old Arden ; "he 
was staying with you last year/' 

" True, Sir, but --*^'' 

" But what ?" asked the Colcmel ; " you re- 
commended lam to me as being at once tb^ oi;^ 
de and model <tf all lus acquaintropej,^ 

" But yott, Sic, are not living aIoQ($.? 

" Wen I what then ?"" 

" The best of men, uncle, where woioniare 
ooQcemed,'^ said iJeorge, ." are — «?* 

« Why, you do not mean to inMnuate,'^ said 
the Colwiel, " that your honQuvable io^d^i^xoeU 
lent friend Noel is.3¥ithout. principle.^ 
No; only 
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^^ I am sorry to hear you speak thus/^ said 
his uncle, gravely, ** particularly after the re- 
cent exhibition we witnessed in this very room. 
Surely you^ who have studied hiunan nature so 
closely, as you say you have, cannot, for two or 
three years, have been so extremely intimate 
with a man on whom you have no reliance. If 
this is all you have to advance in defence of 
your conduct towards Miss Anstruther, under 
your own roof, it is but little. I repeat that, for 
many reasons it will be wise to maintain silence 
upon the subject altogether ; but, in the mean 
time, you must abstain from visiting in Park 
Lane.*** 

" Oh, uncle, unde !" 

^^ I will take care that Miss Anstruther^s 
reridence in London shall be shortened. After 
her departure, I trust, we shall again be as soci- 
able as ever ; but during her stay, the duty I 
owe to her family and character forces me to 
say, that my doors are closed against you." 

^^ Once more, dearest uncle, Usten,^ exclaimed 
George. 

" On any subject but this," answered the 
Colonel; " I dine with you to-day, by my 
own invitation — at seven, I conclude ?'' 

VOIi. 1. p 
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George anilwered in tbe affiitaiatiTe. 

^^ Do not imagkie that I am angry, George,^ 
added the old gentleman ; *^ I am only mortified 
and di8a{^inted. Hoirever, I am quite sure it 
is widest and best for all parties that I should 
hear no more of the affair — indeed, at present, I 
have no time, for I promised Wilson ^ 

" Thfere again,^ interrupted Greorge, ^ that 
fellow Wi]son,«^I wished. Sir, to put you on 
your guard a^nst his tricks-— he — he — ^ — '^ 

^^ Is what you always considelred him,^ said 
the C(donel, ^^ an invaluaUe sei*vant ; and you 
must excuse me, if I beg you will not utter 
one syllable to his disadvantage. I have no 
doubt but that you are sore, and feel your pride 
hart that h^ quitted you so abruptly ; but you 
should recollect, thai it was by your own per* 
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^^ It was because 

" Never mind, never mind,^ said old Ard^n, 
cutting him short, *^ I have got him, iand am 
quite satisfied — you have lost him, and are dis- 
pleased. Can there be two stronger proofli of 
his real worth ?** 

The Colcmel had hardly concluded this speech 
when some visitors were announced ; and the 
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old gentleman quitted his nephew^s house, to 
orgaaiz^ his plans, with respect to the future 
prosp^s of the hopeful, but by no means 
** fc»tunale youth.'' 

It had been arranged by the Colonel, that 
Louisa should go and dine with Mrs. Abberly 
on this important day, and accordingly, on his 
return home, he dispatched his fair niece to his 
lawyer's residence, in Moptague Place, where 
she underwent the heavy details of a plebeian 
dinner. To grace the board, there was, first, 
a tureen filled with stuff, made at a neighbourr 
ing pastrycook's, (sent home in a copper-pan, 
upon the head of a dirty boy, in a linen jacket, 
with a paper of sweet cakes under his arm,) 
called mock turtle, •-a glue-like mixture, illus'- 
trated with dirt boluses, much in use amongst 
modem Goths: secondly, the head and shoul- 
ders of a cod-fish, as large as a porpoise; and a 
haunch of mutton, kept till half putrid, decorated 
with a paper mfile, to look^ and, if possible, smell 
like venispn. The second course consisted of 
three twice-roasted pigeons, ambushed in pars- 
ley, some limpjelly, some sky-blue Wawc-mange, 
and a huge fruit pie covered with crust ! 

The poor girl, suffocated by the oppressive 
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smells which assailed her, and worried to death 
by Mrs. Abberly to eat, and eat, and eat, passed 
a wretched day, and when, with the dess^, came 
again all the little Abberlys, as usual, she wea 
less philosophical, and less engaging, than she 
ordinarily contrived to be upon similar occa- 
sions. 

In addition ta all her other Httle miseries, I 
cannot avoid noticing the presence of a young 
underbred gentleman, a nephew of Mrs# Ab* 
berly, who worried her to death by hi» im- 
portunate dvilities. 

He was a little, stout, black-haired man, ^th 
extremely red cheeks, beetle brows, and a white 
forehead ; extravagantly dressed, and affectmg 
to know eve^ body and every thing ; his conver- 
sation was full of plebeian quaintnesses, and his 
manner characterized by unbouiided familiarity. 
He punned with the father^ and played with the 
children, was on excellent terms with the lady 
of the house, ^TBivik three cups of hot tea, and 
flirted with the governess, which last proceeding 
was a considerable relief to Louisa; who, by the 
calm, placid manner in which sAie received the 
abrupt advances of the pert youth, drove him 
to the well-known vulgar Highgate alternative^ 
which he had previously informed his friends he 
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had, " when quite a boy, just for fun,^' been ac- 
tually sworn to, at some publie-house m that ex-^ 
alted village. 

Louisa, in fact, never was more uncomfort^ 
able : she had, during the morning been en* 
gaged in a conversation, to her, of the most 
int^esling character; her whole mind was oceur 
pied by the subject of it; she reflected on the 
declaration which George had so candidly made, 
that he had no heart for Miss Neville, and yet 
was so little satisfied of the real motive for his 
prostration when they were interrupted, that 
she could not decide whether she herself, in her 
assumed character, was, or was not, actually her 
own rivals in her real one. Her diffidence waa 
such that she oould hardly unagise her ^' rural 
charms^^ capable of produc^g an effect upon 
George, so sudden and so serious as the.capti- 
vation of his heart ; and she had the modesty to 
set down all his agjbbation, all his wildness, and 
all his devotion to her, to his affection for her 
unde-^-fa beUef, which, if less ccnnplimehtary to 
her own attractions, most assiu^dly did not de- 
teriorate from her hi^ esteem and regard for 
George. 

When a woman loves^ and is determined to 
love, it matters little what the accident or inci- 



318 TUB UAS or If AKY iTRCENDf. 

■ 

dent may be in which her beloved is inToIved— * 
all things are sure in her mind to tend to his 
advantage; and under the powerful influcinoe of 
the rosy god, his rotaries discover (perhaps too 
late) that the fillet which he so readily lends 
them, is sufficiently long to cover the ears as 
well as the eyes. It must be confessed, that 
Louisa was placed in a difficult yiosition : if 
George had enthusiastically remembered her to 

« The hallow'd form 

Which love first traced,** 

it would have been clear, that the impressi<Hs 
then made was of a nature not to be d&uced by 
her present appearance, manner, and accom-^ 
plishments; and although she longed to recall- 
to his recdlection those hours when they were 
all the world to eadi other, she still rejoiced in 
the hope, ^nce the hand of nature had so com- 
pletely changed her, that the power which her 
childish beauty had ^ven her at one time over 
George had subsided; and could she have sup- 
posed, as I before said, that her new influence 
in her new character was supreme, she would 
have been saved a world of pain and anidety^ 
which she suffered during the siege which she 
was sustaining in Mrs. Abberly^s drawing-room^ 



TAE MAN OF UAVlt FftlEKBS. 319 

from the • quibbling nonsense of Mr. Tadpole, 
and the practical familiarities of the juvenile 
branch^ of the family. 

It was late in the evening, and the hour had 
arrived at which the carriage was expected to 
take Louisa home, when Mr. Abberly's under- 
sized man-servant, whose thick creaking shoes 
(as the sounding horn foretels the coming mail) 
always announced his approadi long before his 
appearance, delivered a note to Louisa, men- 
tioning at the same time that her maid was be- 
low. This event someii^at surprised her, but 
conscious that all her uncle^s measures, inde- 
pendently of being correct, and of its being her 
bounden duty unhesitatingly to obey them, 
tended to the great point of Greorge^s deliver- 
ance, she sought no farther than to follow his 
instructions, which were, that she should eiw 
treat the favour of a bed for that night at 
Mr. Abberly's — ^a favour no sooner asked than 
granted. Miss Gubbins could sleep with Sophy, 
and Miss Gubbins's bed could be got ready for 
Miss NeviUe; an arrangement which seemed 
vastly agreeable to every body concerned, ex- 
cept Miss Gubbins herself, who, bdng a go- 
vemess of the second or third class, did not 
preserve the economy of her toilette with that 
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care which marks the nick^naekeries of more 
rdined and better regulated ladies of the same 
profession. The drawers of her dresstng-^aas n 
were full of jina and old papilljfotes, her haur- / 
In'ushes wa^ few and ancimt, her tooth-powd^ 
was crumpled up in the envelope of an old letter, 
the tin box in which it was formerly kept havr 
ing been converted, by the economical fair oae, 
into a receptacle for some cold cneam, whidi she 
had swMgged from Mrs. Abberly; while her 
dry and dustfut tooth^brudi and nail-brush 
slumbered together in one small tray. All these 
dreadful discrepancies were to be riemedied be^ 
fore Miss Neville's maid could possibly go into 
the room ; and then there were halfrO^ozen pair 
of old shoes in one drawer, and a ragged bed* 
gown in another, and her only comb was dirty, 
and there were two little vial bottles and a box 
of corn-plaster in the drawer of the basin-stand, 
and then — 

Poor Louisa saw the dismay her request had 
occasioned, but all otgectbns were over-ruled. 
Miss Gubbins protested that it was not the least 
trouble in the world — quite a pleasure— and it 
was so lucky Sophy had be«i kt to sit up, be- 
cause Miss' Gubbins would not disturb h^ in 
going to bed. 
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" Do you sleep with Miss GubbinS) Sophy,^ 
said Mr. Tadpole to the eldest girl, turning 
over the leaves of a music-book, so that Miss 
Gubbins might hear the question, and nobody 
eise. 

" Yes,'' said Sophy. 

" Oh !" sighed Tadpole, turning his eyes as 
far round towards the governess as the stiffiiess 
of his collar would permit. 

" And we'll have such fun in the morning,^ 
ixMitinued Sophy. 

• '< Fun r swd Tadpole, " happy child !" and 
patting her on the head, he rose from the music- 
stool, and walked towards the window, perfectly 
satisfied that Miss Gubbins not only had heard, 
but understood and appreciated the whole of 
the interesting coUoquy. 

To say that Miss Gubbins did not hear it, 
would be to say that which is not true ; a* sud- 
den contraction of her brow announced the fact: 
but it did not convey an expression of anger; 
it was only meant as a warning glance to Tad- 
pole not to^ talk so loud, or so plainly, before 
Mrs. Abberly ; yet so fond, and at the same 
' time so stupid was Mr. Tadpole, that he nev€fr 
rallied his spirits after the young person in 
question had quitted the apartment to put her 
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^ room to rights,^ fearing that he had seriously 
offended her by his vulgar allusion. 

So disagreeable a t^*iniii9.tioii to so disagree* 
able a day, Louisa could hardly have aaticU 
pated. It was not that she felt annoyed by the 
inconvenience of sleeping away firom the com- 
forts of her own dresring-room'*-it wa^ not the 
feeling that she had turned the gpyemess out of 
her bed which annoyed b^r : upon these siibr 
jects, which would have i^tated sinnUer toinds, 
Louisa was quite calm and composed ; but it 
was because she was thus suddenly and inex- 
plicably separated from her utic}e--it was be^ 
cause she apprehended that the change in hi? 
measures had its origin in some sudden $ltera. 
tion in Greorge'a proceedings — ^in dbiort, it was 
because she conjured up dangers and difficulties 
to him who, in fact, was her hearths Iwd, that 
she, was feverid), and restless, and uneotnlbrt- 
able. From Harris, her maid, she could learn 
nothing, except that Mr. Noel had taken pos* 
session of his apartmaits in Park Lane that 
afternoon, and that Mr. Wilson was extremely 
anxious in his enquiries about her young lady ; 
that the Colonel had sent for bar (Harris), had 
instructed her how to proceed; to make up a 



Htc-Je^nuit for her mistrusts imd td carry it) i^h 
a note horn himaelf) in a hadcney-'COfich to Mdn* 
tague Place, so that no didooverj ^here Miss 
Anstruther really was might be made by dny 
tattling amongst the servants-*a discovery, th^ 
traitie ci which was raised in the oLd gentle-^ 
man^^ mind pro(»rtionid^y to the extraordi- 
nary anxiety he saw amongst bis young as«:^ 
dates to make it 

Looisa, therefore, gained little by the coitmu*^ 
nication of her maid; but, nevertheless, more 
had been d<nng iti realty than any of us per^ 
hapa may expect* 

It will be remtfnbered that Gkorge on this 
day gave a dinner to 1m uaele ; the party was 
to edasiftt ct themselves, Arthur Dyson, Capu 
tain Macey, Mr. Mead, Mr. Dalby, and Mr. 
Bertie NoeL 

Bertie Noel, however, had another game to 
play, and it was his intemperate anxiety to 
carry his point whidi threw him off his guard, 
peiiiaps fortunately, and laid open his prepara^ 
tions to the enemy. 

Noel, when be first saw Ixnusa, had^ as we 
know, determined in his own mind that she was 
actually what Wilson had or^inally described 
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ber to be, and having made this resolve, every 
innocent action, every thoughtless word of her's 
tended to confirm lum in the opinion. It would, 
perhaps, be luifair to Miss Neville, to aUow my 
reader to suppose that there could have been any 
thing in her manner or conduct likely to justify a 
susfHcion so gross and indelicate ; but the truth 
is, that her real attachment and devoted afEection 
to George shewed themselves (unconsdously on 
her part) in all she said and did ; and Noel, be- 
lieving, as indeed Arden himself believed, that 
they w^re strangers to each other, argued in hk 
manner, that if she were so excessively warm and 
familiar with his friend, who, thou^ gay, and 
animated) and kind, and liberal, was neither so 
handsome nor so aocompliahed as himself, and 
comparatively knew nothing of women or the 
world, it merely required a fair opportunity to 
play himself off to advantage, to convince Louraa 
of the folly of her choice, and divert her pas- 
sions and feelings from the course which they 
appeared to be taking, into one more satisfactory 
and flattering to himself. 

With this predisposition to believe Miss An- 
struther easily to be won, and with a detenni* 
naticNi to take the earliest possible advantage of 
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the extraordinary simplicity of her old friend 
the Colonel, no sooner did Bertie Noel reflect 
that at George^s dinner Miss Anstruther. would 
certainly not be, but that, on the contrary, (as 
he concluded she had no female acquaintance in 
London,) she would as certainly pass the even- 
ing at home, in her boudoir in Park Lane, than 
he determined to avoid Grosvenor Street, upon 
taome pretext probable enough to satisfy George, 
and dining somewhere early, and alone, seize the 
opportunity he so ardently desired of pleading 
his own cause to Louisa, and displaying to her 
astonished senses all his charms and perfections. 
Accordingly he wrote a laconic note to George, 
took a cutlet at Long's, stinted himself to three 
glasses of wine, and before ten o'clock repaired 
to his new residence, at the Colonel's; that being 
the hour at which Harris had been despatched 
by the old gentleman to prevent his niece"'s 
return. 

When Colonel Arden arrived at George's he 
had no notion of any intended operations on the 
part of Bertie Noel against poor Louisa, but as 
soon as he found that the young gentleman had 
avoided dining in Grosvenor Street, upon a pre- 
text made to his nephew, which was wholly dif- 
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ferent from thak which he had offered to him- 
self; not only were bis suspicions awakened, but 
he instantly saw the absolute imjMropnety of 
leaving his niece under sudi drcumstances at 
home; for ht had previously resolved to stay 
at his fiepbew's party until it Aould finally 
break up, let that hour be what it might 

Accordingly the old gentleman sent one of 
his servants, who was staying in Grosvenor 
Street, to summtKi the faithful Harris to his 
council ; and excusing himself for a few moi- 
menits from the convivial board, gave her the 
instructions which we have ahready seen she 
so well ami truly fulfilled. 
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